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CITY OF BRADENTON 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
March 28, 2012 

6:00 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 
Bradenton, Florida, at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 28, 2012. 
 
Present: Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo, Councilwoman Ward II Marianne Barnebey, Councilman Ward IV 
Bemis Smith, and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 
City Officials: Mayor Wayne Poston, Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Claude Tankersley, Public 
Works Director; William Lisch, City Attorney; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; and Tim 
Polk, Department of Planning & Community Development Director. 
 
Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff was out with an excused absence. 
 
Ecumenical invocation was led by Pastor Paul Ewers of Kingdom Life Christian Church.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  None 
 
Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:   
 
Angela Boyaggi of Summer Wind Circle addressed Council about her concerns that the aesthetics of the city are being 
ruined and not properly maintained by Code Enforcement and Zoning.  She cited several issues: overabundance of 
advertising flags, unpleasing signage, display of used merchandise outside of businesses, lack of grass & trees in medians, 
and boats, cars, and broken fences in yards.   
 
Carl Callahan 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Minutes of Feb. 22, 2012 City Council Meeting 
B. R-12-10  Appointing Robert Alexander to the Tree Board 
C. R-12-11  Appointing Capt. Keith Davis to the Grievance Board 
D. R-12-12  Reappointing Dr. Napoleon Mills to the Housing Authority Board 
E. R-12-14  Appointing Rev. Edward V. Leftwich to the Central CRA 
F. R-12-15  CDBG funding for rehabilitating a single-family home 
G. R-12017 Reappointing Glyn Oldham and James Bruen to the Code Enforcement Board 
H. R-12-18  Reappointing David Kocher to the Architectural Review Board 
I. Public Event:  Children’s Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 7, at Harvest Chapel, 1300 17th Ave. W. 
J. Public Event:  Family Fun Day on Saturday, April 14, at Glazier Gates Park 
K. Public Event:  Heatstroke Hotrod Hoedown on Saturday, May 19, at 700 block of Seventh Avenue West 
L. Authorize Mayor to sign SWFWMD cooperative funding agreement 
M. MB.12.0060  One-year extension of time, Magnolia Lakes PDP, 418 48th St. Ct. E. 
N. Execution of grant award agreement allowing up to $99,500 of funding to be used towards eligible day-dock  

costs for the Riverwalk project.  
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NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL: 
 
Tim Polk, Director of Planning & Community Development 
 
Urban Format Grocery Store development agreement – two public hearings have been held and input and concerns have 
been received. 
 
Cary Neil, New Start Community Development of Birmingham, Alabama, gave an overview of the investment plan 
which has been forged in discussions over approximately eight months.  Utilizing tax credits, the land would be purchased 
and turned into the urban format grocery store development which would be returned back to the community for the 
purchase price.  The project is a $6 million investment in today’s market.  The city would be asked to contribute $45,000 / 
year for 10 years.  The tax on the property would be $38,000, thus resulting in the city’s contribution being reduced to 
approximately $7,000 / year for 10 years.   
 
The creation of the 16,000’ full-service grocery store complex would result in about 90 temporary jobs during 
construction, and 24-35 permanent jobs.   
 
J.B. Taylor, Fawley Bryant Architects, provided details about the design, distance to the street, and amenities to be put 
into place in the proposed complex.   
 
Peter Kiziu, Suncoast WorkForce, stated that Suncoast would be very dedicated in finding the right and best people for 
the jobs which would be created by the construction and operation of this proposed development.  The level of skills, 
education, experience, and rates of pay would be reviewed for each specific position, and interviews would be conducted 
accordingly.  Suncoast works with individuals, contractors, subcontractors, veterans, and even federally bonded felons. 
Tax credits are returned to Suncoast, the county, and the city for putting people to work.    
 
Stephen Thompson, CCRA Chairman, provided an overview of how the CCRA, since its beginning, had held 
community meetings to determine desires, issues and goals of the citizens within the CCRA area.  One of the major needs 
expressed was for the establishment of a grocery store.  Following the deeding of the 13th Avenue site to the CCRA, a 
grocery store in the area became a real possibility.  The road had not been easy, but a lot of work had gone into the details, 
and the CCRA strongly urged and requested Council to support the development of this store and complex.   
 
Rev. Edward Leftwich, Bradenton Village Apartments Manager, stated that the residents in the area were very excited 
about the possibility of having a shopping center so close.  It has been a need that has been expressed for years.  
There are 342 households in Bradenton Village Apartments alone, not to mention the greater surrounding neighborhoods.  
 
Norma Dunwoody, president of the Bradenton Village Residents’ Association, expressed the desires of the many 
seniors in the area who do not have transportation and who would welcome a facility that would be within walking 
distance.  She provided Council with a petition signed by residents and community members in the vicinity.   
 
Irene Ingram Baily, CCRA Vice President, asked Council to support the development as, in addition to its being a 
welcome and needed establishment in the community, it would also create jobs – another very basic need.   
 
Kim Middleton, resident in the area of development, also speaking on behalf of her mother, Dorothy, stated that they 
support the creation of the store and the possible addition of other entities such as a bank and more.  She expressed desire 
to see that all efforts be made to ensure safety in traffic flow and that seniors and disabled are accommodated in parking 
and mobility issues.     
 
Rebekah Brightbill, CCRA Program Manager, said that, in 2009, the CCRA had conducted door-to-door surveys of 
approximately 300 citizens in Washington Park and Singetary, the areas immediately on the east and west of 1st Street, 
and had received a 77% approval rating for the establishment of a grocery store.   
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Councilman Harold Bryd, Jr. thanked everyone for coming to express their support.  He stressed the importance of not 
making this issue a political football.  He said that Council has the authority to review all the decisions of the CRA’s.  
Although this was not the plan which had been hoped for, he felt it was still a good plan which would benefit Bradenton.  
He asked that a stipulation be added requiring that a signed contract with Sav-A-Lot be obtained and, if it was not, the 
development would need to be brought back before Council.     
 
MOTION TO WAIVE A VETO PROVIDED THAT ANY MAJOR CHANGES IN THE GROCERY STORE 
CHAIN BE BROUGHT BACK BEFORE THE CCRA AND THE CITY COUNCIL was made by Councilman 
Byrd, and seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey for the purpose of continuing discussion. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey inquired about the start date of the project. 
 
Cary Neil, project developer, stated that he anticipated construction to begin within 90-120 days which would be 
August.  It was desired to have the store open in January 2013.  A timeline of construction had been created and was 
going to be adhered to.  It was his understanding that if the project got way off the timeline, the agreement would be null 
and void.  He further said that when one building is started, all will start.  The one possible change would be the building 
to be in the back of development as the vendor was unknown at this time, so possible design changes could be necessary 
depending upon the inhabitant to come.   
 
Rick Fawley, Fawley Bryant Architects, said that obtaining permitting from SWFMD was beyond their control, and the 
timeline could vary slightly if that delay occurred.   
 
Councilman Smith had questions about the financial commitment from the City.   
 
Attorney Lisch clarified that there would be a simultaneous exchange of funds of $750,000, and all the financing and 
contracts would need to be in place before the developer would be able to close on the land purchase.   
 
Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo stated he wished to see an amendment to the contract be added to have all city payments 
of $45,000 /year be stopped if the business failed.    
 
Cary Neil stated that there is a 7-year period on new market tax credits.  If the store failed within 7 years, the developer 
would be required to return the money, hence, it was in the developer’s best interest to ensure that the project would work.   
 
Attorney Lisch restated the motion and added the following contract amendment:  
 
MOTION WAS MADE TO ADD A STIPULATION THAT THE DEVELOPMENT WOULD COME BACK 
BEFORE CITY COUNCIL IF SAV-A-LOT WAS NOT CONTRACTED, AND AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
CONTRACT WOULD BE ADDED TO STATE THAT THE 45,000 / YEAR PAYMENTS FROM THE CITY 
WOULD CEASE IF THE STORE CEASED TO DO BUSINESS, was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by 
Councilwoman Barnebey, and approved 3:1 with Councilman Smith in opposition.  (Councilman Roff was 
excused.)  
 
 
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
 
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2936 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE 2012 
EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE AND ADOPTING APPENDIX A OF 
THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE; PROVIDING FOR STANDARDS REGARDING 
BOARDING UP OF BUILDINGS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2936 AND SET THE SECOND READING 
FOR APRIL 11, 2012 was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey, and 
approved 4:0.  (Councilman Roff was excused.) 
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SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 2938       PUBLIC HEARING 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 30 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS ESTABLISHING 
A NEW DATE FOR CANDIDATES TO QUALIFY; PROVIDING THAT THE CANVASSING BOARD SHOULD BE 
THAT BOARD THAT CANVASSES COUNTY WIDE ELECTIONS; PROVIDING FOR A CANVASSING BOARD 
WHEN COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD IS NOT CONSTITUTED; PROVIDING FOR RECOUNTS; PROVIDING 
FOR THE VOTES; PROVIDING FOR PROCLAMATION OF RESULTS; PROVIDING FOR ELECTION OR 
APPOINTMENT UPON WITHDRAWAL OR REMOVAL OR DEATH OF ANY OR ALL CANDIDATES AFTER 
QUALIFYING CLOSES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
The public hearing was opened to those in favor.  None come forward. 
The public hearing was opened to those opposed.  None came forward.  The public hearing was closed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2938 was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded by 
Councilman Byrd, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Roff was excused.) 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 12-16 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, ADOPTING 
REFERENDUM LANGUAGE TO BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT DURING THE COUNTY PRIMARY ELECTION 
ON AUGUST 14, 2012, PROVIDING FOR ELECTION OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS BY 
PLURALITY RATHER THAN MAJORITY VOTE AND THE ELIMINATION OF RUNOFF ELECTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Carl Callahan read the verbiage of the ballot that would be used at the election.    
 
Discussion:  Confusion about clarification of the ballot language.  Agreement to accept it as is. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 12-16 was made by Councilman Byrd and seconded by Vice 
Mayor/Councilman Gallo, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Roff was excused.) 
 
 
BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
Vice Mayor/Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I:  Nothing to report.  
 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II:  Reported that internal construction at the Central Library has been 
completed and new doors, lighting, and rearranging of media has made for nice improvements.  The library system will be 
holding “Amnesty Week” at a date to be determined to allow people with library fines to return their materials to the 
library and make a donation to a worthy cause to have their fines fully removed.    
 
Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV:  Nothing to report.     
 
Councilman Harold Byrd, Ward V:  Announced that he had attended the recent MPO meeting where a better photo of 
Bradenton had been requested on behalf of FDOT.  Councilman Byrd also stated that a flyover charrette is being planned 
for the near future to promote further discussion about the creation of a 3rd bridge over the Manatee River in close 
proximity to downtown.   
    
Mayor Wayne Poston:  While wearing a baseball shirt, Mayor Poston stated that spring baseball training was ending on 
Saturday with the Marauders’ season to begin on April 5th. 
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DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Carl Callahan:  Nothing to report. 
 
Chief Edwards:  Nothing to report. 
 
Chief Radzilowski:  Announced the retirement of Deputy Chief J.J. Lewis following 27 years of service.       
 
Claude Tankersley:  Announced the retirement of 3 longtime employees of the Public Works Department:  Keith 
McGurn, Superintendent of the Water Plant – 21 years with the city; Kermit Blake, Superintendent of the Garage – 30 
years, and Grant Daniels, Superintendent of the Sewer Dept. – 34 years.    
 
Tim Polk:  Nothing to report.     
 
Bill Lisch:  Requested directives from Council as to their desire to join a Class Action suit against BP Oil.  The County is 
on board.   
Discussion:  Prime example of lawyers scamming industries and people.  No impact from oil spill had been noticeably 
observed in Bradenton.   
 
MOTION TO DECLINE INVOLVEMENT IN THE BP CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT was made by Vice 
Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Smith, and tied in a 2:2 vote by Councilpersons Barnebey and 
Byrd.  The tie was broken by Mayor Poston who supported the motion so the vote was 3:2 not to pursue lawsuit.   
 
There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m.  
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


