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CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 24, 2014 

6:00 P.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 24, 2014. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward 

III Patrick Roff; Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; Tim Polk, Department of Planning & Community 

Development Director; and Bill Lisch, City Attorney. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Rev. Alan L. Jackson, Rogers Community United Methodist Church.       

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.    
 

PROCLAMATIONS:   

Red Ribbon Week – Oct. 20-24, 2014 

Carl Callahan read the proclamation declaring Oct. 20-24 as Red Ribbon Week which encouraged all to participate in 

anti-substance abuse measures, including attending a breakfast at Pirate City to be held at 7:15 a.m. on October 21
st
, 

featuring a presentation entitled “Marijuana – Be a Smart Voter.”     

  

PRESENTATIONS:  CRA Budgets 
 

As Downtown Development Director, David Gustafson, was out sick, Carl Callahan stepped forward to give a brief 

overview of the CRA budgets.   
 

14
th

 Street CRA – Revenues had been relatively flat with expenses having remained consistent.  Contributions had still 

been given to Realize Bradenton and the administrations of the Downtown District.  The largest change had been in the 

implementation of the Tapestry Project in the Village of the Arts which had realized an increase from $10,000 to $36,000.  

The debt service remained at 45% of the $191,244,000 budget for the former Our Daily Bread, Manatee Inns, and the 

current Police Department Substation on 14
th
.   

 

Downtown District CRA – Revenues had increased by $90,000, mirroring the property valuation increases.  Three major 

contributions remained:  Downtown community policing, Riverwalk police officer, and Riverwalk maintenance.   
 

Realize Bradenton - Expenditures had been similar with those of prior years and had been vetted in detail through their 

board.  The requested additional information about expenses had been received.  The reserves had been maintained, 

spending slightly more each year as desired.  In 2017, the county funds would come in, so the reserves would need to be 

maintained until that time.   
 

Mr. Callahan explained that the DDA Board had already passed the CRA budgets; Council could approve the budgets 

now or allow a 30-day period to pass during which items could be changed.   
 

Discussion:  The budgets had not been received prior to tonight’s Council meeting, which had not allowed for any 

questions to be answered in detail.   
 

MOTION TO TABLE THE APPROVAL OF THE CRA BUDGET UNTIL COUNCIL OBTAINED PROPER 

DOCUMENTATION TO REVIEW was made by Councilman Gallo.   
 

Attorney Lisch advised that taking no action would accomplish the same thing.   
 

No action was taken in order to take advantage of the 30-day period to allow for a closer review of the budgets.  The 

budgets would come back before Council on October 9
th
.   
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Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:   
 

Allen Stroth, Joe McClash, Sandra Ripberger, and Mark Coarsey, voiced their opposition to the Harbour Sound 

development on Perico Island, and requested City Council to revoke its approval.  They cited inconsistencies with the  

City’s Comprehensive Plan, destruction of mangroves, increased danger of flooding, perils to the fishing industry, and lack 

of oversight by the Southwestern Florida Water Management District. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

a) Verizon Water Tank Lease Amendment. 

b) Request to use Riverwalk amphitheater for a client appreciation night on Nov. 8. 

c) Public Event: Downtown Hanukah Celebration on Dec. 18 on Barcarrota Blvd. 

d) Public Event: Pirates & Princesses 5K on April10 in downtown. 

e) Public Event: DeSoto Grand Parade on Saturday, April 25. 

f) 2015 calendar of City Council meetings and holidays. 

g) Resolution 14-40 appointing Veronica Rogers to the Planning Commission. 

h) Forfeiture Fund requests from police equipment. 
 

Carl Callahan stated that the contract from Verizon was not yet available and requested removal of Item A.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE Consent Agenda Items B-H was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Smith, seconded by 

Councilman Byrd, and approved 5:0.   
 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS – None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

Claude Tankersley, Public Works & Utilities Director, brought forward three possible design configurations for traffic 

management at the intersection of S.R. 64 East and 48
th
 Street Court East, the entrance to Braden River Lakes and the new 

Thornton’s convenience store.   
  
Discussion about the ongoing dangerous traffic problems created as drivers disregarded the current turn delineations and 

who should pay for the proposed improvements.  
 

MOTION TO PROCEED ON IMPROVEMENTS TO THE INTERSECTION AND NEGOTIATE WITH 

THORNTON’S ON EXPENSE DETAILS was made by Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Roff, and 

approved 3:2 with Vice Mayor/Councilman Smith and Councilman Brown in opposition.   

 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None scheduled. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS – None. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS – None. 
 
 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.     
 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


