
City Council Minutes – 5/28/14 - R. Raymond     Page 1 of 4 
 

CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 28, 2014 

6:00 P.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, 2014. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward 

III Patrick Roff; Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; David Ezell, Assistant Fire Chief; and Tim Polk, Department of Planning & 

Community Development Director. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Pastor Jared Olson, Redeemer Lutheran Church.   

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.    
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 

Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief, was out with an excused absence.   
 

PROCLAMATIONS:   

Teen Pregnancy Prevention Month, May 2014 

On behalf of the Manatee County Youth Commission and the Healthy Teens Coalition, the proclamation was accepted by 

Haley Terry, a junior at Braden River High School, who thanked everyone for their support in helping to address the teen 

pregnancy problem.   
 

National Garden Week, June 1-7, 2014 

The proclamation was accepted by Manatee River Garden Club members Sharron Jones, Beverly Chapin, and Janice 

Hamlin, District 8 Director, who invited all to attend the various events to be held in observation of National Garden 

Week.   
 

Code Enforcement Officers’ Appreciation Week, June 2-6, 2014 

Tim Polk, Planning & Community Development Director, extended thanks and appreciation to Volker Reiss, Code 

Compliance Manager, and his team of Code Compliance Officers, who work diligently with our citizens to help them 

attain compliance with City ordinances.   
 

PRESENTATIONS:   
 

Representative Jim Boyd gave an overview of some of the actions of the state legislature during the recent session: 
 

 Passed a $77 million budget 

 Education awarded the highest level of funding in the history of the state 

 $500 million had been cut in taxes  

 Manatee County’s funding requests had been favorably viewed for construction of a reclaimed water facility, 

beach re-nourishment, SHIP, homeless centers, SCF library reconstruction, and more.  The Governor will 

sign the budget on June 5
th
.   

 The I-75 / University Parkway interchange was being examined by FDOT for future improvement 

 Passed legislation approving a pill form of medical marijuana to help stem anticipated problems on the topic 

which would likely be on the ballot in November.   
 

Representative Boyd thanked everyone for their service to their communities and encouraged all to contact him if he 

could be of assistance to them.   
 

Councilman Gallo expressed his concern about the many complications and concerns surrounding the medical marijuana 

issue.  Representative Boyd stated that he strongly urged citizens to thoroughly study the proposed legislation prior to 

going to the polls as the verbiage of the proposal could be confusing and misleading.   
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Councilman Gallo requested that the legislature review the proposed increases to the Florida Retirement System employee 

contributions and redirect funds toward that to assist government employees.   
 

Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:  None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   None 

 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

ORDINANCE #2962  SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE IV, POLICE OFFICERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 6, BENEFIT 

AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR 

CODIFICATION; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

ORDINANCE #2963  SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE IV, POLICE OFFICERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS 

BY AMENDING THE DEFINITIONS OF “AVERAGE FINAL COMPENSATIONS”; AMENDING SECTION 6, 

BENEFIT AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; PROVIDING 

FOR CODIFICATION; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE.   

  

Carl Callahan stated that Ordinances #2962 & 2963 had been developed through collective bargaining and had passed the 

Police Pension Board.   

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.  None came. 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward; none came. 

The Public Hearing was closed.   

 

Councilman Gallo asked City Attorney, Bill Lisch, to inquire about the legality of verbiage regarding cessation of 

payments to a spouse upon the death of the employee and/or the remarriage of the spouse.  Mr. Lisch said he would check 

on that point and report back.     

 

MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #2962 was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by Councilman Brown, 

and approved 5:0.   
 

MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #2963 was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by Councilman Roff, 

and approved 5:0.   

 

ORDINANCE #2964  SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON BY PROVIDING A NEW SECTION 70-120; PROVIDING FOR 

THE REGULATION OF GREASE DISPOSED OF BY ANY BUSINESS OR FOOD SERVICE FACILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR PENALITIES; PROVIDING FOR FEES; PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING; PROVIDING PERMIT 

APPLICTIONS; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 

Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director, stated that no problems had yet been experienced with any specific 

restaurants, but the absence of an ordinance been noted.  This was a proactive ordinance which would provide the City 

with the ability to work with food service industries to help maintain the sewer systems from excessive grease buildup.  
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The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.  None came. 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward; none came. 

The Public Hearing was closed.   

 

Councilman Gallo inquired about the inclusion of a grace period for restaurants to reach compliance.  Mr. Tankersley 

stated it included a 6-month period from the time of notification.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #2964 was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by Councilman Byrd, 

and approved 5:0.   

 

NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

Police Chief Michael Radzilowski 
 

Justice Assistance Grant  PUBLIC HEARING 
The proposed use of funds and the grant application for the 2014-15 Justice Assistance Grant (JAG). 
 

Carl Callahan clarified that public comment had been requested for the period of May 8-June 9 with the grant to be 

submitted on June 10
th
.   

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.  None came. 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward; none came. 

The Public Hearing was closed.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FORWARDING OF THE JAG FUNDS GRANT ON JUNE 10
TH

 after the ending 

of the public comment period was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by Councilman Roff, and approved 5:0.   

 

City Attorney Bill Lisch 
 

RESOLUTION 14-23   PUBLIC HEARING  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AMONGST THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, ORANGE 

COUNTY HEALTH FACILITIES AUTHORITY, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LEON 

COUNTY, FLORIDA, ST. JOHN’S COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND CITY OF ST. 

PETERSBURG HEALTH FACILITIES AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO WHICH THE ORANGE COUNTY HEALTH 

FACILITIES AUTHORITY IS AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE ITS REVENUE BONDS FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

PRESBYTERIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES, INC. AND CERTAIN OTHER CORPORATIONS AFFILIATED 

WITH IT; GRANTING HOST COMMUNITY APPROVAL PURSUANT TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE; 

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   
 

Mr. Callahan stated this resolution would allow the other noted units of government to issue industrial revenue bonds for 

improvements to the health facilities with no obligation to the city. 
 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.   
 

Henry Keith, CFO, Presbyterian Retirement Communities, gave an overview of the start and expansion of the 

retirement communities within the area and requested approval of the resolution to continue building improvements.     
 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward; none came. 

The Public Hearing was closed.   
 

MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 14-23 was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by Councilman Byrd, 

and approved 5:0.   

 

 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None scheduled.  
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COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I:  Councilman Gallo said he had received a letter of appreciation from the Edgewood II 

Condominium Association expressing thanks to employees of the Public Works Department who had assisted the 

association recently.  He asked Mr. Tankersley to please forward the sentiment to the employees involved.   
 

Councilman Gene Brown, Ward II:  Thanked Claude Tankersley and the Public Works Department, the Department of 

Transportation, and the Department of Environmental Protection for working collaboratively in the Manatee Avenue / 

Ware’s Creek beautification.  Mr. Brown also extended congratulations to all of the area graduates and stressed the 

emphasis on safety for all.      
 

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III:  Councilman Roff said he had also received an email expressing thanks to the 

Public Works Department employees for helping in cleaning up some abandoned properties in the Village of the Arts 

which had been badly neglected.   
 

Mr. Roff said he had met with the Executive Directors of SOLVE Maternity Homes, Brian and Peggy Kerwin, who work 

with unwed pregnant girls to help them learn motherhood and life skills. They would like to expand their services and 

would welcome information about available properties.      
 

Vice Mayor/Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV:  Brought up the driving nightmare that had been created by the 

Florida Highway Patrol on Labor Day weekend on the Causeway where the roads had been blocked to conduct vehicle 

checks.  He chastised them on their choice of time and asked that common sense be used in such decisions.  Chief 

Radzilowski said he would reach out to the regional major about it.    
 

Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V:  Nothing to report.     
 

Mayor Wayne Poston:  Mayor Poston said that Governor Scott had written a congratulatory letter to Arts N Eats, a 

restaurant in the Village of the Arts, for having been selected as one of only 28 food service establishments in the state 

who had not experienced any safety or sanitary violations in the past year.  
 

The mayor announced that last night he and Chief Radzilowski had attended the Congressional Law Enforcement Awards 

ceremony at which two of our police officers were honored:  Investigator John Morningstar had received the Career 

Service Award, and Task Force Officer Michael Skone had been the recipient of the Dedication Award.  Retired former 

officer, Ed Kish, now employed at the Sarasota-Bradenton Regional Airport, had also received the Preservation Award.        

  

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

Carl Callahan:  Expressed his thanks and appreciation to Jeana Winterbottom, Grants Writer, who would be leaving the 

City after 19 years of service, having served in many capacities within many departments throughout her time here.   
 

Assistant Chief Ezell:  DC Ezell stated that the state accreditation inspection would be conducted next week.  He thanked 

everyone for their support in helping the Bradenton Fire Department achieve this level of professionalism and 

transparency.   
 

Chief Radzilowski:  Chief Radzilowski said that the Bradenton Police Department would be fully mobilized with the 

“Party Patrol” ready to monitor graduation activities.  He urged all to contact Crime Stoppers if they observed anything of 

concern which could prevent a teen tragedy.   
 

Chief Radzilowski thanked the Manatee County Bar Association for hosting an event today which had featured guest 

speaker, Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi.   
 

Claude Tankersley:  Reminded everyone that on Monday, June 2
nd

, maintenance would begin at Riverwalk.  The grassy 

pavilion area would need to remain closed through the 4
th
 of July holiday due to installation of new grass.  

 

Tim Polk:  Thanked all for their support in the Love Park improvement project.  Last week, the CCRA board had passed 

a first-time resolution to adopt the park.  The resolution would soon come before Council for approval.   
 

Bill Lisch: Stated that the information presented by Attorney General Pam Bondi had been very informative and 

encouraging.  She had announced that in 2010, Florida had 98 out of the top 100 pill mill sites; this year, there were zero.    
 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m.    
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


