
City Council Minutes – 5/27/15 - R. Raymond     Page 1 of 4 
 

 

CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 27, 2015 

6:00 P.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 27, 2015. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Vice Mayor Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward 

III Patrick Roff; Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Administrator; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Jim McLellan, Public Works; 

David Ezell, Asst. Fire Chief; Tim Polk, Department of Planning & Community Development Director; and Bill Lisch, 

City Attorney. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Pastor Jaufees Peoples, Jr., First Born Church of the Living God.        

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston. 

 

Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief, and Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director, were out with excused absences.     
 

PROCLAMATIONS:   

 

National Garden Week:  June 7-13, 2015 

 

PRESENTATIONS:   

 

Downtown Development Authority Board 

Vernon DeSear, accompanied by fellow DDA Board members Mike Carter, Jayne Kocher, & Kelliann Dixon, 

presented Council with a list of intended modifications to further increase development and maintain accountability.     
 

Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:   

 

Devon Carr Davis, wife of former Deputy Chief Warren Merriman, called for the Mayor and Council to conduct a 

formal investigation of Chief Radzilowski for misconduct and to reinstate her husband who had been a victim of a 

travesty of justice.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Minutes: City Council meeting of May 13. 

B. Forfeiture Fund request – police equipment. 

C. Resolution 15-15: Appointing Bonnie Belford to Bradenton Housing Authority board. 

D. Resolution 15-16: Authorizing the Mayor to enter into agreement with FDOT for sidewalk construction/replacement 

and executing Local Area Program Agreement. 

E. Public Event: Street closure request for Snooty’s Birthday Bash on July 18. 

F. Public Event: Walk to End Alzheimer’s on Oct. 3 at Riverwalk. 

G. Public Event: Manatee Pride Fest on March 19 at Riverwalk. 

H. Award of Bid 1-15 – Miscellaneous Road Construction.  

I. Award of bid to DeJonge Excavating Contractors for Water Main Replacement Project. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE Consent Agenda Items A-I was made by Councilman Gallo, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Brown, and approved 5:0.   
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BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

SU.15.1739   WARD 2   NEIGHBORHOOD 12.03 PUBLIC HEARING  

Request of Michael Anderson, owner, for boat dock approval at 2615 Riverview Boulevard West (zoned R-1). 
 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward. 
 

Mike Anderson, 2615 Riverview Blvd., applicant, came forward to provide an overview of the proposed dock extension 

and the efforts made to minimize impact to the waterway and neighbors and to comply with state law.  He stated that 

permits had been approved by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.   
 

Those in opposition were invited to come forward.  None came. 
 

Tim Polk, Planning & Community Development Director, gave the Staff & Planning Commission recommendations 

for approval: 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
APPROVAL of SU.15.1739 with the following stipulations: 
1. Electrical installation will require a City of Bradenton Right-of-Way Use Permit. 
2. The dock security fence cannot be placed in the right-of-way. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (May 20, 2015): 
APPROVAL of SU.15.1739 with the following stipulations: 
1. Electrical installation will require a City of Bradenton Right-of-Way Use Permit. 
2. The dock security fence cannot be placed in the right-of-way. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE SU.15.1739 with two stipulations was made by Vice Mayor Brown, seconded by 

Councilman Gallo, and approved 5:0.   

 

SA.15.1484   WARD 5   NEIGHBORHOOD 1.01 PUBLIC HEARING 

Request of Ken Clanton, agent for Hummingbird Industries, owner, for a Special Use Amendment extending length of 

time allowance for religious facility at address 825 9
th
 Street West (zoned T5).   

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward. 
 

Don Sturiano, 3502 14
th

 Court East, Ellenton, came forward to thank Council for their approval of the initial Special 

Use request five years ago.  He now hoped they would consider an additional 3-year extension of time to allow for 

continued time to search for an appropriate site for relocation. 
 

Those in opposition were called forward.  None came.  The Public Hearing was closed. 
 

Tim Polk, Planning & Community Development Director, gave the Staff & Planning Commission recommendations 

for approval: 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
APPROVAL of SA.15.1484 with the following stipulation(s): 
1. Special Use approval for Religious Assembly shall expire three (3) year from City Council approval of this request.  No 

future extensions for this use shall be permitted. 
2. No cooking is permitted in the building without upgrade to commercial standards in conformance with building and fire 

codes. 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (May 20, 2015): 
APPROVAL of SA.15.1484 with the following stipulation(s): 
1. Special Use approval for Religious Assembly shall expire three (3) year from City Council approval of this request.  No 

future extensions for this use shall be permitted. 
2. No cooking is permitted in the building without upgrade to commercial standards in conformance with building and fire 

codes. 

  

MOTION TO APPROVE SA.15.1484 with two stipulations was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by 

Councilman Roff, and approved 5:0.   
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NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

RESOLUTION 15-17  FIRST READING 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, DECLARING 

THE CITY COUNCIL TO BE THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF 

BRADENTON, FLORIDA; REPEALING ALL PRIOR RESOLUTIONS WHICH ARE IN CONFLICT; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

ORDINANCE 2967  FIRST READING  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING 

SECTION II, SUBDIVISION 1 AND SUBDIVISION 2, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 

OF BRADENTON BY DECLARING AND ESTABLISHING THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BRADENTON AS THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY FOR THE COMMUNITY 

REDEVELOPMENT AREAS OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 
 

Michael Gallen, 2718 3
rd

 Ave. W., representing the Manatee County Chamber of Commerce, read a statement 

approved by the Chamber Board yesterday stating its opposition to the ordinance due to concern about maintaining 

stability in the business environment and the future success of projects, both completed and in progress. He requested that 

Council move more slowly and seek community input prior to making a decision. 
 

Tim Dutton, affiliated with Suncoast Community Capital, presented to Council research done by Northwestern 

University which revealed the order of the catalysts of change: 
 

1.  Individual  

2.  Groups of individuals from neighborhood who are engaged  

3.  Organizations (Govt. & Non-profits) 

4.  Stuff (physical assets) 

5.  Information / Data about the area  

   
He urged Council to remember that the closer you are in proximity to the area in need of change, the better the chances of 

change.   
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST READINGS OF RESOLUTION 15-17 AND ORDINANCE 2967 AND SET 

THE SECOND READINGS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR JUNE 24, 2015, was made by Councilman Smith, 

and seconded by Councilman Roff.   
 

Councilman Smith then stated he had made the motion to see if there was sufficient support to move forward to begin the 

discussion of how to proceed.  He outlined his tentative thoughts about how the consolidation would be structured:   

 

1. Consolidate the three current CRA boards under the five Council members and add two additional board 

members; one from the Central CRA, and one from the 14
th
 Street CRA. 

2. Expand the geographical area of the DDA. 

3. Hire an Economic Development Director with Department Head status and form a Department of Economic 

Development funded in part through city dollars to work city-wide.    

 

Councilman Gallo stressed that the importance of the proposed change was that the current boards were not responsible to 

taxpayers, but Council was.  Currently, Council only had veto power.  Under the change, the final approval of all 

decisions would be Council’s.   
 

Discussion about financial details, framework of new structure, and that all the details would need to be properly planned 

to ensure a flawless transition.  

  

Vice Mayor Brown said he would need more information before being convinced the change should occur and felt it 

would be prudent to slow down and step back to seek specific answers.   
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Councilman Byrd stated that he supported the change but would not be able to vote for it unless the details could be 

properly worked out.   
 

Concern was expressed by Mayor Poston that instead of “Ready, Aim, Fire,” Council was saying “Ready, Fire, Aim,” and 

he did not wish to impede the great progress which had been made under the current configuration of the boards.    
 

THE VOTE WAS HELD TO APPROVE THE FIRST READINGS OF RESOLUTION 15-17 AND ORDINANCE 

2967 AND SET THE SECOND READINGS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR JUNE 24, 2015 and passed 5:0.  
 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None scheduled. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS  
 

Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I – Nothing to report.   
 

Vice Mayor Gene Brown, Ward II – Extended congratulations to all the area graduates and their families.  Vice Mayor 

Brown thanked the group that had come out last weekend to clean up Westfield Park.  He said they had done a great job 

spreading mulch and had brought up some problems which would be addressed.  Lastly, Mr. Brown accredited Johnette 

Isham, Realize Bradenton’s Executive Director, for a very successful Pickin’ Picnic at which he had been a judge in 

the food truck contest.  All the music had been great and was capped off with Have Gun, Will Travel, a Bradenton-based 

band, as the headliner.   
 

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III – Stated he would be participating in the first ever 2-day Energy Summit Tampa 

Bay which would take place in St. Petersburg over the coming weekend.  Councilman Roff also congratulated Johnette 

Isham on the success of the 4
th
 annual Pickin’ Picnic.     

 

Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV – Nothing to report.    
 

Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V – Nothing to report.   
 

Mayor Wayne Poston – Mayor Poston said that Chief Radzilowski, Chief Edwards, and Carl Callahan had been in 

attendance at a meeting today regarding the upcoming countywide enhancements to the Emergency 911 system.         
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  
 

Carl Callahan:  Mr. Callahan presented Councilman Harold Byrd with a certificate of completion award from the 

Florida League of Cities for attending the third course in a series offered by the Institute for Elected Municipal 

Officials.  He then reminded everyone that a workshop would be held on Wednesday, June 3, at 9:00 a.m. to hear 

presentations from the top three reservoir surplus property bidders.   
 

Deputy Chief Ezell:  DC Ezell announced that as of this week, all fire stations in Florida were now tobacco-free zones.  

Approximately 2 years ago, Chief Edwards and Deputy Chief Ezell had instituted a tobacco cessation program to assist 

the 67 BFD employees who used tobacco products.  He was pleased to report that at this time, that number had been 

reduced to only 3 employees being impacted.   
 

Chief Radzilowski:  Nothing to report.  
 

Jim McLellan, Public Works Department:  Expressed his thanks to Council for approving items H and I on the Consent 

Agenda which would enable Public Works to move forward on the road repaving & water main replacement programs.  

He also reminded everyone that they had two more days to bid farewell to retiring Markie Weinstein.   
 

Tim Polk:  Nothing to report. 
 

Bill Lisch:  Nothing to report.   

 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 8:14 p.m.     
 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


