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CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 14, 2014 

8:30 A.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward 1 Gene Gallo; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward 

III Patrick Roff; Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Michael Radzilowski, Chief of Police; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; Tim Polk, Department of Planning & Community 

Development Director; and William Lisch, City Attorney. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Pastor Don Sturiano, Kingdom Life Church.     

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.    
 

PROCLAMATIONS:   
 

Police Week – May 11-17, 2014 
 

Chief Radzilowski thanked Mayor and Council for the proclamation.  He stated that during 2013, 105 police officers had 

been killed in the line of duty. Chief Radzilowski invited all to attend the Police Officers’ Memorial Service which would 

be held tomorrow, May 15,
 
at 10:30 at the Manatee County Courthouse. Finally, he honored the memory of former 

Bradenton Chief of Police Al Hogle, who had been killed in a motorcycle accident one year ago today. 
 

National Safe Boating Week – May 17-23, 2014 
 

The proclamation was accepted by two members of the Coast Guard who received thanks from Mayor Poston for the 

wonderful job that they and their colleagues do.   
 

PRESENTATIONS - None. 
  
Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:   
 

Charles Lewis, Experience Works, a senior service employment program, presented information about a program which 

provides retraining to assist seniors age 55 and over to find employment opportunities.  Mr. Lewis will be contacted by 

Tim Polk and Councilman Harold Byrd to discuss the program in more detail.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

a) Mid-Year 2014 Budget Adjustments. 

b) Final Subdivision Plat approval of Harbor Sound Subdivision. 

c) Resolution 14-21: Reappointing Christian Medico and Caryl Ponder to Tree & Land Preservation Board. 

d) Resolution 14-20: Rehab project of single-family home. 

e) Resolution 14-19: Reappointing Al Youmans to the Code Enforcement Board. 

f) Public Event: Quickest Quacky 5K Race for Pace on May 17 in Riverwalk area. 

g) Request from Bradenton Police Department to use forfeiture funds to buy SWAT sighting systems. 

h) Request from Bradenton Police Department to use forfeiture funds to begin implementation of Data Works Rapid ID 

system. 

i) Contract renewal: Department of Corrections Work Squad. 

j) Election Services Agreement for the Nov. 4, 2014, City election. 

k) Minutes: April 23 City Council meeting.  

l) Resolution 14-22: Adoption of 2013 Manatee County Comprehensive Management Plan. 

http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/SF.14.00017_Harbor_Sound_Final_Plat.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/R-14-21.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/R-14-20_package.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/R-14-19.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/duck_race(1).pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/BPD_-_SWAT_stuff.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/BPD_-_Data_ID.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/WORK_SQUAD.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/election_contract.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/Min_April_23_2014.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/14-22.pdf
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Upon Claude Tankersley’s request, Item B was removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.     
 

MOTION TO APPROVE Consent Agenda Items A and C-L was made by Councilman Gallo, seconded by 

Councilman Byrd, and approved 5:0.   

 

Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director, stated that Item B regarding the Harbor Sound Subdivision plat, had been 

removed because some required language had been inadvertently omitted from the plat description.  He requested 

approval upon the contingency that the correction be made.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE ITEM B on the condition that the required language would be added was made by 

Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Brown, and approved 5:0.   

 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

ORDINANCE 2962          FIRST READING 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE IV, POLICE OFFICERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 6, BENEFIT 

AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR 

CODIFICATION; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

ORDINANCE 2963          FIRST READING 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE IV, POLICE OFFICERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS 

BY AMENDING THE DEFINITIONS OF “AVERAGE FINAL COMPENSATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 6, 

BENEFIT AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; PROVIDING 

FOR CODIFICATION; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST READINGS OF ORDINANCES 2962 AND 2963 AND SET THE SECOND 

READINGS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS OF SAME FOR MAY 28, 2014 was made by Councilman Roff, seconded 

by Councilman Brown, and approved 5:0.  

 

ORDINANCE 2964          FIRST READING 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON BY PROVIDING A NEW SECTION 70-120; PROVIDING FOR 

THE REGULATION OF GREASE DISPOSED OF BY ANY BUSINESS OR FOOD SERVICE FACILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR PENALITIES; PROVIDING FOR FEES; PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING; PROVIDING PERMIT 

APPLICATIONS; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director, stated this proposed ordinance would help regulate elements introduced into 

the public wastewater stream to ensure the most efficient operation of city utilities.  Such ordinances were very commonly 

used in other municipalities.   It would allow for best judgment by restaurant owners and would not involve installation of 

expensive equipment. A notification policy and grace period of 180 days to comply would be included.  Within the next 

few years, inspections would be done to ensure compliance.  The possibility of mailing out notifications to the local 

restaurants would be under consideration.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2964 AND SET THE SECOND READING 

AND PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 28, 2014 was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by Councilman Byrd, and 

approved 5:0.  

 

 

http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/2963.pdf
http://www.cityofbradenton.com/vertical/Sites/%7B2D1C3C91-86C5-4ACC-86B6-6CFA76381D46%7D/uploads/2964.pdf
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NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer 

Pirate City and McKecnhie Field – Capital Projects 

 

Mr. Callahan expressed thanks to the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Mayor and Council for the wonderful partnership which 

had been established between the Pirates and the City.  In most circumstances, it has been the norm for ball clubs to 

request funding from the municipalities; however, in our case, the Pirates had made many contributions to the City.  At 

their own expense, to lessen problems of summer rains, they had converted a grass field at Pirate City to Astroturf; in 

keeping with the City’s vision for redevelopment in the area, they had acquired several properties on 17
th
 Avenue West 

and had converted them into parking areas for ballpark patrons; and they had also given a $3 million capital improvement 

contribution for the renovation of McKechnie Field.   

  

The Pirates now wished to propose two more capital projects:   

1.  Construction of a new 22,500-square-foot clubhouse at McKechnie Field  

2.  A strength & conditioning center at Pirate City   
 

Mr. Callahan presented renderings provided by Fawley-Bryant Architects, of the proposed additions.   
 

To accommodate the new clubhouse, it would be necessary to relocate two Solid Waste out-buildings and a truck wash.  It 

had been very important to ensure that the relocations would have no negative impact on the operations of the Solid Waste 

Department, and it had been determined that none should be experienced.  Low-profile green screening will separate the 

ball field from the city yard.    

 

The cost to the Pirates would be approximately $5 million for the clubhouse and $1.5 million for the fitness facility.   

 

As part of a long-term vision for the Solid Waste yard, it would be possible to contribute $275,000 of the Solid Waste’s 

enterprise fund (not general fund dollars) toward the $6.5 million of Pirates’ contribution.   

 

NDC Construction has committed to having the projects completed in time for the 2015 Spring Training season.   

 

The current lease with the Pirates franchise has 22 years remaining and would need to be rewritten to incorporate the 

expansion of the boundaries.   

 

Councilman Roff and Councilman Brown expressed their appreciation to the Public Works Department and the Solid 

Waste Department on the wonderful job they do and how these improvements will benefit the Pirates, the City, and the 

fans.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE PITTSBURGH PIRATES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLANS WITH A 

STIPULATION THAT THE CITY’S CONTRIBUTION BE LIMITED TO $275,000 was made by Councilman 

Gallo, seconded by Councilman Roff, and approved 5:0.   

 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT – None. 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I:  Acknowledged Manatee County Commissioners John Chappie and Carol Whitmore 

in the audience and thanked them for their support and regular involvement in the City’s activities.      
 

Councilman Gene Brown, Ward II:  Reminded everyone that the 2014 FSL Allstar game was in town and would be 

hosted at McKechnie Field for the first time in history.  He thanked the Pittsburgh Pirates for all the planned activities 

which would surround and accompany the game.   

 

He also thanked Public Works Director, Claude Tankersley, for giving him a personal tour around the Public Works 

facilities.  Mr. Brown said he had been extremely impressed by the sterling maintenance of the sites.     
 

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III:  Thanked Tim Polk and the Planning Department for all the work which had been 

done to get to today’s hosting of the first meeting of the Village of the Arts Overlay Expansion Adhoc Committee.  
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Following a year of study under the Realize Bradenton/DDA Tapestry Project, this group had been formed to complete 

assignments which would help propel the Village of the Arts into the next level of success.  Today’s group would present 

their findings on Assignment #1.   
 

Vice Mayor/Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV:  Nothing to report.   
 

Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V:  Reminded all that the upcoming grand re-opening of Love Park would be 

kicked off by a ceremony to be held at 10:00 a.m. on May 20.  He thanked the Central Community Redevelopment 

Authority, the area residents, and the pastoral group which had also helped to make the updating of Love Park a reality.   
 

Councilman Byrd addressed the concern which had been expressed by some residents about the success of the Dream 

Center which had resulted in many activities and accompanying noise.   He said he had been working with the citizens 

and the police to try to bring forth a solution for coexistence.   
 

Mayor Wayne Poston:  Mayor Poston made mention of the upcoming movie, “Million Dollar Arm,” which was loosely 

based on a Pittsburgh Pirates player who was currently undergoing surgery on his arm.  He wished him a full recovery and 

said that bobble head dolls in his image would be available at the games this weekend. 
 

The mayor stated that the Gulf Coast Builders Exchange meeting, the largest builders exchange in both Sarasota and 

Manatee counties, would be held tonight at Darwin’s, the newest Bradenton brewery.  Darwin’s, Motorworks Brewery, 

and McKechnie Field would be showcased.   
 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

Carl Callahan:  Requested approval of the contract allowing the City to participate in the New Market Tax Credits 

Alliance upon contingency that it be approved by City Attorney Bill Lisch.  This agreement would allow Bradenton to 

have another tool to help entice new development in severely distressed areas of the city.  The cost would be a total of 

$25,000, over a 3-year period.   
 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR to execute the New Market Tax Credits Alliance Contract upon the 

contingency that it be reviewed and approved by Bill Lisch was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by 

Councilman Byrd, and approved 5:0.   
 

Mr. Callahan also requested approval of a contract with Bay News 9 to allow placement of a weather camera on the 

Riverwalk’s fishing pier at no cost to the City.   
 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR to execute the contract with Bay News 9 was made by Councilman 

Gallo, seconded by Councilman Brown, and approved 5:0.   
 

Chief Edwards:  Announced that the Gallo Central Fire Station would be undergoing exterior painting and replacement 

of faded and/or damaged awnings. 
 

Chief Radzilowski:  Nothing to report.       
 

Claude Tankersley:  Reminded everyone that beginning in June, Riverwalk Park would undergo  maintenance and would 

not be available to the public for approximately a month.  The Splash Pad and playground would be resurfaced, and the 

grass in the Pavilion area would be removed and replaced.  The Splash Pad and playground would be reopened as soon as 

the work was completed, but the new grass in the Pavilion area would be cordoned off to protect it during the 4
th
 of July 

and would need to remain protected until the grass was established.   Next year, the grass in the Flex Lawn area would be 

replaced.  The new grass would be more durable and able to withstand the high use being experienced in the park.   
 

In response to a question from Councilman Roff, Mr. Tankersley said that the 17
th
 Avenue bridge is not expected to be 

reopened until November.   
 

Tim Polk:  Nothing to report. 
 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:46 a.m.    
 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


