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CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 12, 2014 

8:30 A.M 

MINUTES 

 

 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, February 12, 2014. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Vice 

Mayor/Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith, and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; William Lisch, City Attorney; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; and Tim Polk, Department 

of Planning & Community Development Director. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr.  

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.    

 

Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo was out with an excused absence.   
 

PROCLAMATIONS:   

 

- Blood Donor Awareness Month, February, 2014 

The proclamation was accepted by representatives of the Suncoast Communities Blood Bank.   

 

- Script Your Future Month, February, 2014 

The proclamation was accepted by pharmacy and medical students at the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine 

(LECOM), Bradenton campus.  They invited all to join them while at the Red Barn Flea Market on Saturday where they 

would be sharing information about the importance of proper use of medications.   

 

PRESENTATIONS:  None scheduled.   

 

Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:   

 

Johnette Isham, Realize Bradenton Executive Director and new resident of Point Pleasant in downtown Bradenton, 

distributed a list of planned events in March and April to honor veterans.  She also urged everyone to come out for 

ArtSlam which will be returning to Old Main Street on March 8
th
.   

 

Linda Perez, Tree and Land Preservation Board, presented to Council a plaque naming Bradenton as a “Tree City USA” 

city.  This was the 8
th
 consecutive year for which Bradenton had received this distinguished award.  She cited 3 projects 

which had been completed to win this award:  distribution of 15,000 pieces of literature to educate the public about 

trimming and pruning palms, 22 tree plantings on Manatee Avenue as part of the Corridor Tree Program, and placement 

of 580 trees and palms on the Bradenton Riverwalk.  Councilman Roff accepted the award on behalf of the City.   
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

a) Minutes: Jan. 22 City Council meeting.  

b) Public Event: Addendum to previously-approved 2013-14 application from the Downtown Bradenton Farmers’ 

Market. 

c) Resolution 14-06: Appointing Andrea Adibe to Architectural Review Board. 

d) Resolution 14-07: Appointing Xena Vallone and Julie Robertson to Enterprise Zoning Board. 

e) Resolution 14-08: Reappointing Linda Perez and Misty Servia to Tree & Land Preservation Board. 

f) Resolution 14-09: Reappointing Robert Grant and Fred Hayo to Code Enforcement Board. 

g) Resolution 14-10: Tentative awarding of the 17th Avenue West Bridge replacement project. 

h) MB.14.00084: Request of Dr. Enrique Fernandez, owner of Bradenton Plastic Surgery Center LLC, for a one-year 

extension of site improvement permit SI.08.0131 at 2302 60th St. Ct. W. 

i) Public Event: Dragon Boat Festival on Saturday, March 29, at Riverwalk. 

j) Public Event: Bottle Boat Regatta on Saturday, April 12, at Palma Sola Causeway. 

k) Public Event: Easter Sunrise Service on Sunday, April 20, at Riverwalk amphitheater. 

l) Public Event: DeSoto 5K Run on April 26 from Manatee High to school board building. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE Consent Agenda Items A-L was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Smith, seconded by 

Councilman Brown, and approved 4-0.  (Councilman Gallo was out with an excused absence.) 

  
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS – None scheduled. 

 

NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

 
ORDINANCE 2958                                 FIRST READING 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHAPTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE IV, POLICE OFFICERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS 

BY AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “AVERAGE FINAL COMPENSATION” AND “SALARY:”; AMENDING 

SECTION 6, BENEFIT AMOUNTS AND ELIGIBILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; 

PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2958 AND SET THE SECOND READING 

AND PUBLIC HEARING FOR FEBRUARY 26, 2014 was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by Vice 

Mayor/Councilman Smith, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Gallo was out with an excused absence.) 

 

 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None scheduled. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Gene Brown, Ward II:  Regarding a recent complication involving a garden center, Councilman Brown 

requested that progress continue on the establishment of Standard Operating Procedures to clarify uses of leased 

properties.  Tim Polk said the procedures were in the works.        

 

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III:  Councilman Roff and Tim Polk had held a public meeting at Ballard Elementary 

School on January 29
th
 to garner input from the citizens regarding proposed uses of city-owned property.  In spite of 

inclement weather, 60 people had been in attendance and offered strong support for a nature preserve, infill housing, and 

ideas about possible uses for the white house.  He recommended that Council move forward with the creation of the 

preserve.   
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Vice Mayor/Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV:  Nothing to report.   
 

Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V:  Wished everyone a happy Valentine’s Day. 
 

Mayor Wayne Poston:  Mayor Poston reminded everyone that spring training was coming soon and tickets were selling 

like hotcakes.  In observation, members of Council had donned their Pittsburgh Pirate’s shirts and hats.   
 

The Mayor also announced that he had just received word that Delaine Eller, a former Human Resources director for the 

City, had passed away, and he expressed his condolences to her family.   
 

Manatee County Commissioner John Chappie came forward to commend the City on its work in Ballard Park and for 

its success in the other numerous revitalization and redevelopment projects that have been done. He said that the 

improvements have been noticed throughout the state.  He reconfirmed the County’s commitment to work hand in hand 

with the City to serve the citizens.     
 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

Carl Callahan:  Mr. Callahan requested approval to authorize the Mayor to execute a Landlord Consent Agreement with 

the Pittsburgh Pirates as required for refinancing purposes with PNC Bank.   

 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE LANDLORD CONSENT AGREEMENT with 

the Pittsburgh Pirates was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Roff, and approved 4:0.  

(Councilman Gallo was out with an excused absence.) 

 

Mr. Callahan also acknowledged the amazing transformation to McKechnie Field with the demolition of the Boys and 

Girls Club former building.  Councilman Brown said that the change in programing of the Boys and Girls Club had 

resulted in majorly increased numbers of children being served so the City, the Pirates, and the Boys and Girls Club were 

all winners.  Mr. Callahan and Mayor Poston added that when the ball fields in Durham, North Carolina and Greenville, 

South Carolina, had been rebuilt, it had resulted in tremendous reinvestment into the surrounding areas.  Lastly, Mr. 

Callahan said that he had requested Claude Tankersley to investigate pricing for upgraded fencing along our property line 

which borders McKechnie to maintain the aesthetic quality.     

 

Chief Edwards:  Nothing to report. 
 

Chief Radzilowski:  Nothing to report.   
 

Claude Tankersley: Informed everyone that FDOT would be doing drainage improvements on Tamiami Trail which 

would require closure of one block of 19
th
 Avenue West between the 14

th
 Street Bridge and 16

th
 Street West for 

approximately one week.  Mr. Tankersley requested that Council approve the road closure. 

 

MOTION TO ALLOW CLOSURE OF A SECTION OF 19
TH

 Avenue West for drainage improvements was made 

by Councilman Roff, seconded by Councilman Byrd, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Gallo was out with an excused 

absence.) 
 

Mr. Tankersley said that concerns about rush hour traffic going over the Green Bridge between Palmetto and downtown 

Bradenton had been reported in the Bradenton Herald implying that the City had retimed the lights.  He said that 9
th
 Street 

West is an FDOT road and any changes must be done by FDOT only.  Investigation into signal timing was being done by 

FDOT and additional information would be reported as it becomes available.  The City does not have the authority to 

control the signal lights on that roadway.   

 

Tim Polk:  Nothing to report.   

    

Bill Lisch: Nothing to report.   

 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:04 a.m.     
 
 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


