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CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 18, 2013 

8:30 A.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, December 18, 2013. 
 

Present: Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward 1 Gene Gallo; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Councilman Ward III Patrick 

Roff; Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Warren Merriman, Deputy Police Chief; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; William Lisch, City Attorney; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; and Tim Polk, Department 

of Planning & Community Development Director. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Pastor Robert Dvorak of Trailer Estates Covenant Church.   

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo.   
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Smith.    

 

Mayor Wayne Poston and Chief Michael Radzilowski were out with excused absences.   
 

PROCLAMATIONS:  None.  
 

PRESENTATIONS:  None.   

 

Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:   
 

Manatee County Commissioner John Chappie came forward to wish everyone happy holidays and relected over all the 

work that has been done within the City of Bradenton over the last few years.  Commissioner Chappie also extended 

kudos to Tami Spyker, the Police Department’s Neighborhood Watch Program coordinator.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. SF.13.00014: Request of Palmer Land Surveying, agent for Hidden Lagoon SP LLC, owner, for final plat 

approval of   Hidden Lagoon II subdivision (zoned R-2). 

B. Line Item Adjustment for emergency ice machine replacement. 

C. Minutes: Nov. 13 City Council meeting. 

D. Minutes: Dec. 11 special City Council meeting. 

E. Resolution 13-52: Appointing Mike Carter to the Downtown Development Authority. 

F. Resolution 13-53: Reappointing Jason Bartz to the Downtown Development Authority. 

G. Resolution: 13-54: Affordable Housing Advisory Committee incentive review and recommendations. 

H. Public Event: Falcon 5K & 1-mile Fun Run on Feb. 8. 

I. Public Event: Big Band Music Concert on March 22 at Riverwalk. 

J. Public Event: Walk to End Alzheimer’s on Oct. 4. 

K. First Amendment to Agreement for the use of reclaimed water with Braden River Utilities to provide for the 

ability to deliver up to 6 MGD of reclaimed water. 

L. FP&L Easement Agreement for Revised Underground Electrical Service to Reclaimed Water Pumping Station on 

27th Street East. 

M. Request to authorize Mayor to execute Meter Replacement Program Project agreement. 

N. Request to authorize Mayor to execute amendment to agreement with SWFWMD for Ware’s Creek Bridge 

Replacements. 

O. Request to authorize Mayor to execute agreement with SWFWMD for River Isles Drainage Improvements. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE Consent Agenda Items A-O was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman 

Brown, and approved 5-0. 

  
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

ORDINANCE #2955                          SECOND READING & PUBLIC HEARING  

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, CERTAIN LAND CONTIGUOUS 

THERETO, LOCATED AT 4456 STATE ROAD 64 EAST, PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS PARCEL #1126900159 

  

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.  None came. 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward. 

 

Jim Kyser, 4503 4
th

 Ave. N.E., president of Riverdale Action Group, gave the history of annexation issues of this area.  

He expressed his concern that the area would become an enclave between city and county.  He stated that he was not 

necessarily in opposition to the development, as density had been reduced from the original proposal but was concerned 

about the creation of an enclave and potential traffic congestion.    

 

Carl Callahan clarified that the annexation in question was only for a very small portion of land which had been omitted in 

the annexation which had been previously passed. 

 

Bill Lisch assured Mr. Kyser that this would in no way create an enclave.  Having these clarifications, Mr. Kyser was then 

satisfied and not included on record as an opponent to the ordinance.   

 

The Public Hearing was closed. 

 

Tim Polk, Planning and Community Development Director, gave the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations 

for approval: 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
APPROVAL of AX.13.00024 based on the Findings of Fact 
 
JOINT PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: (November 14, 2013): 
APPROVAL of AX.13.00024 based on the Findings of Fact 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE Ordinance #2955 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Byrd, and 

approved 5-0. 

   
ORDINANCE #2956                          SECOND READING & PUBLIC HEARING  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 101 

48TH STREET COURT EAST, BRADENTON, MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR 

AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE 

ELEMENT/FUTURE LAND USE MAP (SMALL SCALE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY AMENDMENT CP.13.00030) 

CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM COUNTY RESIDENTIAL-6 TO CITY LOW 

DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (RES-6); PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.   

 

Stephen Thompson, Najmy Thompson, attorney representing White Oak Development, applicant, said that this 

property had been annexed a couple of months ago from the county and now needed to receive a city designation and 

zoning classification for the proposed development.  The applicant was requesting Res-6; R1 to complete the Cottages of 

San Lorenzo.  Construction was due to begin once the Comprehensive Plan process was complete.  The Planning 

Commission had recommended approval, and Mr. Thompson now wished to request approval of the proposed 

designations. 
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Those in opposition were asked to come forward.  None came forward.   

 

Discussion about the history of annexations of this small 5-acre piece of land.  This current annexation now made the 

parcel suitable for a comprehensive development.  The traffic congestion in the area should be alleviated by the 

modifications being done by the state on SR 64. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed.   

   
ORDINANCE #2957                          SECOND READING & PUBLIC HEARING 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2950, CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

BRADENTON, FLORIDA BY A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT TO CHANGE THE DESIGNATION FROM 

COUNTY A-1 TO CITY R-1 FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 101 48TH ST CT E.   

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.  None came. 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward.  None came. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed. 

 

Tim Polk, Planning and Community Development Director, gave the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations 

for approval: 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
APPROVAL of CP.13.00030 based on the Findings of Fact and Analysis of the proposed Comprehensive Plan FLUM Amendment 
APPROVAL of LU.13.00053 based on the Findings of Fact and Analysis of the proposed Land Use Regulation Zoning Map Amendment 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (October 16, 2013): 
APPROVAL of CP.13.00030 based on the Findings of Fact and Analysis of the proposed Comprehensive Plan FLUM Amendment 
APPROVAL of LU.13.00053 based on the Findings of Fact and Analysis of the proposed Land Use Regulation Zoning Map Amendment 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE Ordinance #2956 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Roff, and 

approved 5-0. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE Ordinance #2957 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Byrd, and 

approved 5-0. 

 

SU.13.00103                                   PUBLIC HEARING 

Request of Jonathan Wysaski, owner, for an Auto Specialty use at 1505 14th Street West (zoned: T4-Open). 

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward. 

 

Chester Scott, 510 7
th

 Street East, architect of the project, stepped forward to answer any questions.  No questions 

were posed.   

 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward.  None came. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed. 

 

Tim Polk, Planning and Community Development Director, gave the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations 

for approval with three stipulations: 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
APPROVAL of SU.13.00103 with the following stipulations: 
1. Hours of operation as stated by the applicant: 8AM to 6PM 
2. Primary use of the property is Automotive Specialty.  Ancillary uses to include car wash/detail operations. 
3. Provision of at least one (1) ADA-compliant parking space is required. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (November 6, 2013): 
1. Hours of operation as stated by the applicant: 8AM to 6PM 
2. Primary use of the property is Automotive Specialty.  Ancillary uses to include car wash/detail operations. 
3. Provision of at least one (1) ADA-compliant parking space is required. 
 

Councilman Roff thanked the proprietors for starting their business on 14th Street and investing in that area.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE SU.13.00103 with three stipulations was made by Councilman Roff, seconded by 

Councilman Brown, and approved 5-0. 

 

AB.13.00029                                   PUBLIC HEARING   

Request of Denise Tschida, agent for Princess T LLC, owner, for a 4COP alcoholic beverage license for use as a tasting 

room located 1014 9th Street West (zoned: T-4 Open). 

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward. 

 

Denise Tschida, co-owner and president of Motorworks Brewing, agent for Princess T LLC, requested approval of 

this request and offered to answer any questions.  None were raised. 

 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward.  None came.  The Public Hearing was closed.   

 

Tim Polk, Planning and Community Development Director, gave the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations 

for approval with one stipulation: 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
APPROVAL of AB.13.00029 with the following stipulation: 
1. Series 4-COP license to allow for on-premise consumption of beer, wine, liquor, and in sealed containers for package 

sales. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (December 11, 2013): 
APPROVAL of AB.13.00029 with the following stipulation: 
1. Series 4-COP license to allow for on-premise consumption of beer, wine, liquor, and in sealed containers for package 

sales. 

 

Councilman Roff expressed his pleasure that this business had come into the area and anticipated that it would be a 

pleasant experience for consumers.  He had received one complaint from a neighboring resident, but felt that the business 

would bring nothing but good for the economic climate.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE AB.13.00029 with one stipulation was made by Councilman Patrick Roff, seconded by 

Councilman Harold Byrd, and passed 5-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

Tim Polk, Planning & Community Development Director 

 

Minnie L. Roger’s Plaza and Retail             PUBLIC HEARING   

Request for interest-bearing loan to provide gap financing. 

This item was removed from the agenda to allow additional time for the Development Team to obtain commitment letters. 

 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None scheduled. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V:  Extended his wishes to all for happy holidays with their families.  Mr. Byrd 

also announced that the Bradenton Housing Authority Board would be meeting tomorrow to discuss selection of an 

Executive Director.  Councilman Byrd stated he would be present at that meeting and would advocate delay of a 

permanent selection for that position.   He felt it was necessary to move forward slowly and continue to improve the 

situation.    

 

Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV:  He wished all a very Happy New Year and said he was very thankful to have had 

the opportunity to be part of all of the wonderful things that have been going on in the City in recent years.  He concurred 

with Councilman Byrd’s opinion that the Housing Authority should proceed slowly to work toward regaining the trust of 

the community.     

  

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III:  Welcomed Manatee County Commissioner, Vanessa Vaughn, who was in the 

audience.  Councilman Roff reported that in November he had completed his FBI Citizen’s Academy Training at the FBI 

Headquarters in Washington D.C. and Quantico, Virginia.  His appreciation for the dedication and skill of the FBI was 

tremendous.   

 

While in Washington, he had also lobbied Capitol Hill for the flood insurance program reforms and, as a member of the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization, for transportation dollars.   

 

Councilman Gene Brown, Ward II:  Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  As a City 

representative and long-time member of the Boys and Girls Club, Councilman Brown had been pleased to participate in a 

Christmas tree give-away which had been sponsored through the FPL employee fund.  Two hundred Christmas trees had 

been donated to be shared with area families.    

 

Councilman Brown had attended Winter Wonderland on Saturday and thanked Council and City staff for their part in 

bringing this quality event to our area.  He felt it had been the largest crowd ever and the businesses had been packed. 

 

As the liaison for the Bradenton Housing Authority, Mr. Brown also felt it was important that things proceed slowly while 

awaiting the results of the federal investigation and to decide the best direction in which to go.   

 

Lastly, he thanked everyone for helping him through his first year as an elected official.  
 

Vice Mayor/Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I:  Wished everyone happy holidays, and took the opportunity to clarify 

and apologize for recent comments he had made on Facebook and which had been misrepresented by the Sarasota 

newspaper.  He wished to stress that his opinions were strictly from a personal perspective and not as a City Councilman.   

 

Vice Mayor Gallo then offered his condolences to the families of George Harrison, Harrison Law Firm, and Gene Cloud, 

former insurance agent to the City. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

Deputy Chief Merriman:  Stated he had attended the 6
th
 annual “Honoring the Badge” event last night and expressed his 

thanks to FM Ken Langston.   

 

Deputy Chief Merriman had also undergone training at the FBI Headquarters and congratulated Councilman Roff on his 

course completion.          
   
Claude Tankersley:  Nothing to report.            
 

Tim Polk:  Wished everyone happy holidays and invited Council and staff to the holiday luncheon to be held at 11:30 

today in the Planning and Community Development Department.     
  
Chief Chuck Edwards:  Announced that BFD would be holding the annual Community Haven Christmas party where 

employees would deliver gifts and provide lunch to over 250 residents.   
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Carl Callahan:  Wished all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the City Clerk’s Department.  He said that it 

was his hope to continue to meet and even exceed expectations of City Council and the community in the New Year. He 

stressed that it is important to be efficient AND effective.    

 

Bill Lisch: Expressed his condolences to the Harrison and Cloud families.  Mr. Lisch added that he had been very 

impressed to see the success of the recently opened Hampton Inn and Suites.  The patrons of the hotel also provided a lot 

of business to the downtown merchants.   

 

There being no further business, Vice Mayor Gallo adjourned the meeting at 9:22 a.m.     
 
 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


