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CITY OF BRADENTON 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF SETTING THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE 

July 31, 2013 

9:00 A.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in special session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 31, 2013. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward 1 Gene Gallo; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; 

Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; and Tim Polk, Department of Planning & Community 

Development Director. 

 

William Lisch, City Attorney, and Ward 5 Councilman Bemis Smith were out with excused absences.     
 

City Clerk & Treasurer, Carl Callahan, stated that the purpose of the meeting was to set the tentative millage rate in order 

to schedule two budget hearings in September prior to TRIM notices being sent out to the citizens.    

 

The City Clerk Department had been working diligently to ensure that the correct information was being extracted from 

the new computer system to establish a base budget which would be used in future years.  He stated that this was a 

preliminary budget, and adjustments could be made as needed.   

 

He reviewed the numbers with the Mayor and Council which reflected little change in expenditures since 2004 with the 

exception of public safety.  Every other city and county was facing the same pension issues and were also trying to 

negotiate changes with the unions.    

 

He listed several items which were obligations of the City and must be kept:   

 Pensions 

 Insurances 

 Workers’ Compensation 

 Florida Retirement System contributions 

 Improvement and maintenance of infrastructure to keep it in working order 

 

City property values were stated to be up by only 1%.     

 

This year’s proposed budgeted expenditures general fund of $36 million would have a revenue deficit of $800,000 at the 

current millage rate.   

 

The desire of the City was to maintain the status quo and not reduce services.  He recommended that the tentative millage 

rate be set at 5.8976, a .46 mill increase, to cover the budget and maintain infrastructure. 
 

Mayor Poston stated that the citizens had been well served during these hard economic times due to the team effort of the 

Department Heads and the City Clerk’s office, all of which had been very responsible, enterprising, and proactive in 

managing the budget well.   

 

Councilman Gallo inquired about the use of utilizing a bond issue to cover paving of all the streets.  Mr. Callahan said the 

downside would be that it would take all other sources of revenue to repay the bond or would require a referendum to use 

ad valorem taxes for the payments.  The debt service could be several hundred thousand dollars annually.   

 

Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director, stated that it would be desirable to establish an annual budget for paving 

which would allow the priority areas to be paved over a 15-year cycle, rather than waiting until a huge amount is 

necessary.   
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Carl Callahan stated that since the County sales tax went away in 1998, funding had been removed for items that are necessary.  

Councilman Byrd added that the recent referendum for the half-cent sales tax had failed.   

 

The plan to repair and/or maintain the roads and infrastructure is not ideal but must be a long-range plan.   

 

Councilman Byrd inquired about whether or not there was anything in the budget for the employees.   

 

Mr. Callahan stated that there had been a wage and rate study done, and individual adjustments would be made for those employees 

who were at the low end of the wage study scale.   In the current budget, no singular across-the-board wage increase is included.   

 

The proposed tentative millage rate would result in an increase of approximately $46.00 in annual taxes on a $100,000 home or $69.00 

on a $150,000 home.   

 

In an apples-to-apples comparison of area local millage rates with the Fire Department costs broken out separately, the City of 

Bradenton’s millage rate was lower than all of the beach communities, less than a third of what Palmetto’s was, a third less than 

Manatee County’s, our fire department is funded from the millage rate rather than from other sources as with the entities noted above.     

 

MOTION TO SET THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE AT 5.8976 FOR ADVERTISING PURPOSES FOR THE TRIM 

NOTICES was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Smith 

was excused.)  

 

MOTION TO SET THE BUDGET PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 11 & 18, 2013 AT 5:01 P.M. was made by 

Councilman Byrd, seconded by Councilman Brown, and approved 4:0. (Councilman Smith was excused.)  

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 10:12 a.m.    

 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


