
ERC MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 22, 2015 

 
Attendance:  Mindy Piantanida, Claude Tankersley, Leo Donnelly, Kenny Simunovic, Brian Henry, Gary 
Kinder, Dave Gustafson, and Holly Lundgren. 
 
Guests:  Tom Orehowsky, Race Consultant, Mark Young, Bradenton Herald. 
 
Meeting officially opened at 9:04 am. 
 

I. Event Review and Collaboration 
a. January 23, 2015 Music in the Park: the event is weather permitting.  
b. January 24, 2015 Porsche Event: Brian spoke with the Event holder: this event is also 

weather permitting. 
c. February 7, 2015: Wedding: logistics for this event were reviewed. 

II. Power Boat Regatta 
a. 8 am at Pier: DeSoto Pee Wee Fishing Tournament. This will be held at the end of the 

fishing pier as a fundraiser which allows underprivileged kids to fish. Desoto is also 
assisting with parking related issues as well as the acquisition of tickets. Over 1 million 
tickets were purchased.  

b. 5k Run: 430 – 5 am, they will be showing up at Old Main and Barcoratta. Registration will 
be taking place between Old Main and City Hall. Barricade positioning has been 
established. Communication has been given to Miller Enterprises. The road will be 
restricted on Barcoratta between 13th St and 10th St. The start of the race will be at 
Barcoratta and Old Main. The line will go westward toward 13th (library). Attendance is 
expected to be high. Old Main is closed all day from Manatee to 3rd. The tent layout is 
being confirmed with Jen. Pancakes and sausage will be served for staff provided by 
Popi’s that morning. Jen will be coming to the next meeting to finalize the details. A map 
will be provided. Cone and Officer placement were discussed. It Works is doing the water 
station. The Regatta Point people have been notified regarding road closure 7:45 – 9 am. 
Volunteers will be along the way. Riverside Bed and Breakfast has made arrangements for 
events taking place that day. The condos have been notified. The runners should be off 
the road by 8:45 – 9 am. Palmetto PW will be providing cones and barricades on their 
side. Communication will take place between Palmetto and Bradenton during the event. 
The cones will stay in place on the bridge during the entire event. The cones on Riverside 
will be removed after the event. The only access to the Hampton Inn is 10th Ave. There is 
a 1 mile turnaround before getting to top. 10th and 3rd will be the only access to Herald 
building. It’s possible to have 3rd and 13th opened back up.  

c. Farmer’s Market will take place that day. The vendors have been notified. 10th St will be 
open for City Hall parking lot to be open. 13th will be open to Barcoratta. Parts of 3rd Ave 
will be closed off. East of 9th will be closed. Setup will be around 6:30 – 7. 

d. The bride will be shut down at 4 am. Portolets are being eliminated on page 2 of the map. 
Swings are being removed for face painting. The stage is in a different location than Blues. 
Greg from Mojo will be setting up the stage. Gary is concerned the trailer may not fit. 
Space is limited because of the trees. The stage is coming in on Friday. Portolets are 
remaining in the parking lot. Dave is coordinating a time for Greg from Mojo to meet with 
Gary and Dave regarding the location of the stage. Canine crew, Frisbee, etc. will be 
happening at the Great Lawn. The BMX will be near the Amphitheater. 
Bradentonarearegatta.com will have updated maps. Karen will be sending the updated 
schedule with times. The Skate Park area will be the Manatee Arts center with 12 tents 



located all the way down past the Marriott. Marriott parking lot will be used for 
loading/unloading which was approved for the Marriott.  

e. Firkins will be displaying 2 vehicles on the East and West side of the tower.  
f. Jefferson Starship: Del Couch has stated 6 other bands will be playing.  
g. Parking: The 35 Regatta people will start showing up on Thursday holding tags and 

passes. They will be keeping the area clean and moving. From a parking standpoint, Dave 
met with Jeanette from the condo. Barriers will be around the condo. Dave G and 
Jeannette worked out a route for the condo residents to get through. The fencing to start 
the fence will start at 8 am Sat morning. USA fence is donating the fence. A forklift might 
be needed. Offloading of fencing is at DeSoto. That spot is needed for dumpsters. Dave 
and Brian discussed the location of dumpsters. The locations will be next to the dumpster 
bins in the Pavilion parking area (taking 3 spots); Auxiliary in Plaza Del Rio parking lot (3 
spots); 15th/Barcoratta/Lift Station (taking the whole parking lot). Gary will provide a 
utility vehicle to service the bridge garbage. Tom will be contacting CSX. All the property 
owners have been contacted. Some areas may choose to charge for parking. 
Approximately 10,000 parking spots have been established within a 15 minute walk. The 
library will be closed. Dave is meeting with NDC to discuss additional parking. Barriers will 
be needed around food row. 

h. The Medical Reserve Corps, EMS, and The Coast Guard Auxiliary will be on both sides of 
the river. 12 boats will be on the water (Coast Guard, Air Force, BPD, etc.) Public Safety is 
the utmost priority. The incident command center has been established.  

i. Old Main Street Merchants: Main St Live event. Bars will need to be taken inside by 10:30 
pm. The road is reopening approximately 10:30 – 11.  

j. Zambelli Fireworks will be simulcast on 106.5 at approximately 6:30 pm. 
k. Volunteer coordination of Realize Bradenton and DDA will take place. 
l. Last night a deal was consummated with Captain who runs the boat out of Palmetto 

Point. He will be running a water taxi between Palmetto and Bradenton. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am. 
 
  


