
ERC MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 5, 2015 

 
Attendance:  Mindy Piantanida, Claude Tankersley, Leo Donnelly, Kenny Simunovic, Brian Henry, Gary Kinder, 
Dave Gustafson, and Holly Lundgren. 
 
Guests:  Tom Orehowsky, Race Consultant. Vince Lionetti – Freedom Boat 
 
Meeting officially opened at 9:04 am. 
 

I. Event Review and Collaboration 
a. Giroux-Heard Wedding: Gary contacted the mowing contractor to make sure the grounds are 

maintained properly prior to the event. 
II. Power Boat Regatta 

a. Vince Lionetti attended the meeting to learn more about the event and advise his clients regarding 
spectator areas and safety. Vendors were discussed. Vince will discuss the possibility of a vendor 
table with Dave after the meeting.  

b. The floating platform for the race is on its way. 
c. Bucket lines will be installed tomorrow for spectators along with 2 buoys from Venice PD. 
d. Forklift logistics were discussed. It is needed for weighing Sat morning and evening on the 

Palmetto side. 
e. Bridge closure 4 am to 11 pm. 
f. Claude spoke with Alan Tussing and we have the right to use the boat ramp for everything the City 

needs and will be reopened to the public Sunday morning. 
g. Cleanup: Mindy discussed the assistance of Manatee County probation helpers. The City will also 

be providing staff to assist with clean-up. 
h. The splash pad will be running this weekend. 
i. The Bistro at Manatee Memorial has graciously provided meals for first responders and 

volunteers. It will be on the 2nd floor of BPD in the police training room. Realize Bradenton will be 
providing 16 volunteers. 

j. Brian will make contact with Mike Fetchko to find out about overnight security. This will assist 
Solid Waste with setting up as much as possible. 

k. Dave and Claude will have a follow-up meeting to discuss the helicopter. 
l. The bridge area is expected to be inundated with boat traffic. 
m. Boaters will be told to free float if there are an abundance of boats. Anchoring will not be allowed. 
n. A pathway will be established just for the racers. There will be approximately 14 race boats plus jet 

skis plus 16 Law Enforcement boats. 
o. Poles are numbered on Riverwalk from West to East 1 – 32 and the bridge is lettered A to V going 

North.  
p. Awards will be given on Palmetto side. Then they will come to the Bradenton side.  
q. Solid Waste: There will be a meeting tomorrow at 8 am to discuss the final logistics. Placement of 

the small side loaders has been established. A truck will be near the lift station. Gary will be 
providing a vehicle to move the trash to the loaders. 

r. The post office will be operating all day. PD will be working to help them get through traffic. 
s. Tom shared that all logistics of the 5k have been planned, established and ready for 

implementation. The golf cart and Polaris will be the only vehicles to move people around. The 
goal is for all people to be removed from the bridge by 9 am. The rest of the activities will be 
completed on Old Main St after the race.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:11 am 


