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 Transportation sets the framework for 
place, community and character 
 

 It’s a new era – state and federal 
emphasis shifting to transit, livability 
and sustainability 
 Greenhouse gas reductions 
 Transportation concurrency 

exception 
 

 Opportunity for catalyst projects to 
leverage community development goals  
 

 Find proper balance between regional 
mobility and local accessibility 
 





 A long-term vision and strategic blueprint for 
mobility supporting redevelopment and 
economic revitalization 
 

 A more walkable downtown area 
 

 A transit-ready focal point in the region 
 

 Maintenance of regional mobility 
 

 Balanced set of recommendations to improve 
livability, personal mobility and access 
 
 
 



 Cities of Bradenton and Palmetto 
 Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
 Florida Department of Transportation 

 
 Manatee County 
 Bradenton Downtown Development 

Authority, 14th Street CRA, Central CRA, 
Palmetto CRA 

 Manatee Chamber of Commerce 
 
 



 Final report submitted, reviewed by both cities’ staff, MPO 
and FDOT 
 

 MPO staff endorsed the study recommendations 
 

 FDOT issued letter in April saying it cannot endorse the 
study 
 Focus on Manatee Ave design project with lane modifications 
 Met with FDOT on May 13th to discuss concerns 
 City of Bradenton to submit formal request to FDOT 
 

 Presentations pending for City of Palmetto and 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO (June 28) 
 



 Origin-destination study 
 

 Traffic counts (mid-block, turning 
movements) and back-of-queue observations 
 

 Transit ridership by route and time of day 
 

 Bicycle, pedestrian & transit quality of service 
 

 Field measurements 
 



 Downtown is a destination 
 Overall, only 35% of vehicles travel through the study area 
 Only 11% travel through the SR 64 corridor 
 

 Bicycle and pedestrian quality of service is mostly very poor 
 

 Trucks not a major influence (aside from Tropicana/9th St. E) 
 

 Traffic counts are largely unchanged this decade 
 

 Heavy traffic volumes and turning conflicts preclude 
conversion of one-way roads into two-way roads 
 Signals cannot provide enough “green time” for all movements 
 Add capacity with overpasses, or redirect traffic to other corridors 
 
 



 Inter-agency steering 
committee 
 

 Focus group meetings 
 

 Interviews and one-on-
one meetings 
 

 Briefings to groups 
 

 3 interactive workshops 
 

 Website 
(downtownmobility.com) 



 Short term (by 2015) 
 Traffic signal retiming 
 Manatee Ave lane 

reduction and pedestrian 
enhancements 

 Green Bridge shared path 
 Downtown transit 

circulator 
 W 13th Street Transit Mall 
 

 Mid Term (2015– 2025) 
 Extend 7th Street to Haben 

Blvd 
 Roundabouts @ 15th W 

and 14th  W Streets 
 Lane reductions on 6th Ave 
 Lane reductions on W 14th 

Street and 8th Avenue 
 4-lane West MLK Jr., Blvd. 
 

 Long term  (after 2025) 
 New bridge or regional 

road (US 41/301) 
 Rebuild 301/10th 

interchange 
 Widen E 27th St. 
 
 

 



 Bicycle/Pedestrian: Green Bridge 
modifications and connections 
 

 Transit: 13th Street Transit mall and 
downtown circulator network 
 

 Roadway: Manatee Avenue & 6th lane 
modifications and pedestrian enhancements 

Grounded in the Achievable 





 Regional access sustains city 
economic growth 
 Bus Rapid Transit to Sarasota 
 Rail to Tampa/St. Petersburg 
 Express bus connections 
 

 Create hub for MCAT Route 3, 
Island Trolley, Route 99 
(+others) 
 

 Connect dispersed downtown 
destinations and new 
residential development 
 

 Parking and redevelopment 
strategy tied to future BRT 

 
 
 



Downtown 
Circulator 

Timing with downtown 
redevelopment – linkages 
between residential, 
hospital, office, civic/gov’t. 
and cultural destinations 
 
15 minute frequency 
 
Bi-directional routing 
increases “effective 
frequency” 
 
4 buses; 7 miles/30 min. 
travel time; 12-16 hours of 
service 
 
Hybrid electric or solar 
powered vehicles 
 
 



 Dedicate portion of street 
for transit 
 

 Most cost- and time-
efficient way to establish 
dedicated downtown 
transfer facility 
 

 Safe pedestrian linkages to 
Riverwalk and 14th Street 
redevelopment area 
 

 Ties in with pedestrian 
amenities at MLK, Jr. Ave. 



 Integration of 
planned Bus 
Rapid Transit 
and regional rail 
into long-term 
redevelopment 
 Station areas 
 Operational 

funding 
 
 
 





 Substandard and under-utilized facilities today 
 Move barrier to create shared-use path 
 Slow traffic speeds with reduced lane widths 
 Enhance landing area by removing old lift station 



 Greatly enhance 
connections between 
cities 
 

 Encourages greater use 
and activity 
 

 Accessible for all users 
 

 Linkage to networks on 
both sides of the river 

Example 





 Recommendations tie together 
 Overall network performance 
 Phasing program based on cost 

 
 Near term and longer-term strategies 

 
 Goal is to distribute traffic more evenly while 

maintaining downtown and neighborhood 
character 



 Catalyst project 
 

 Resurfacing/drainage 
 

 Convert long turn lane 
into series of left turns 
 

 Add curb bulb-outs to 
reduce crossing 
distance and slow 
traffic 

 

 



 Modify lane from 9th Street 
W to 15th Street W 
 Replace continuous left turn 

lane with left turn bays 
 Add curb bulb-outs at 

intersections 
 

 Incorporate into current 
state project  
 

 City has paid for design 
 

 No additional cost 

 



 15 seconds of total additional delay in peak 
hour (travel time through downtown) 

 Less than 15 minutes duration of congestion 
in the peak period 
 



 Edgewater Drive in 
Orlando (formerly SR 
424) 
 

 Princeton/Smith one-
way pairs in Orlando 
(remain SR 426) 
 3 lanes to 2 lanes 
 On-street parking + bike 

lane 
 

 Main Street in 
Gainesville (SR 331) 

 





 Facilitates dispersing of 
traffic flow   
 

 Requires widening and 
extension of 15th Street W 
to connect 
 

 Add 2 lanes to MLK, Jr. 
Avenue 
 
 



 Complete 4-
lane section to 
14th Street W 
 

 Enhance 
pedestrian 
crossings 
 

 Reduce speeds 
through traffic 
calming 

 



 No roadway-only solutions 
 Need both accessibility and mobility for functioning downtown 
 Resolving congestion conflicts with quality urban form 
 

 The downtown network can support further growth 
 

 Strategy is to direct traffic with no downtown destination to 
other corridors 
 

 Water taxis, enhanced bus service, passenger rail, multi-use 
trails all part of the strategy 
 

 Need recurring revenue to fund needed mobility 
improvements 



 Monitoring progam and coordinated project 
development 
 

 Comprehensive Plan amendment with mobility 
fee to supplement funding for DMS projects 
(consistent with TCEA) 
 

 Transportation Demand Management and 
parking strategy tied to transit 
 

 Wayfinding and signage 
 



 Policy 
 Employer trip reduction program 

 Parking 
 Pricing should encourage use of garages 
 Preferential parking for carpools/vanpools 
 Peripheral parking with transit circulators 
 Time on-street parking for off-peak periods 

 Land Use and Design 
 Increase land use mix (more residential, specialty retail) 
 Create inviting walking environment on site and between 

destinations 



 Submit Manatee Avenue request in writing to FDOT 
 

 Present study recommendations 
 Palmetto City Commission 
 Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
 

 Incorporate recommendations into MPO 2035 Long Range 
Transportation Plan 
 

 Guide City’s TCEAMobility Plan 
 Land use and transportation strategies 
 Policies and measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

(vehicle miles of travel) 
 Due in 2011 
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