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CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 14, 2013 

8:30 A.M 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, August 14, 2013. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Vice Mayor/Councilman Ward 1 Gene Gallo; Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; 

Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Claude 

Tankersley, Public Works Director; William Lisch, City Attorney; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; and Tim Polk, Department 

of Planning & Community Development Director. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was given by Rev. Gary Eldred of Faith United Methodist Church (The City does not endorse 

the religious beliefs of any speaker.)   

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston.   
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.    
 

Ward 4 Councilman Bemis Smith was out with an excused absence.     
 

PROCLAMATIONS:   
 

National Breastfeeding Month – August 2013 

The proclamation was accepted by Robin Bryant, her 4-month old baby daughter, Emma, and proud grandmother, Shirley 

Groover Bryant, mayor of Palmetto.  

 

Tribute to Heroes Day – September 11, 2013    

The proclamation was accepted by Fire Chief Chuck Edwards who invited all to attend the Tribute to Heroes Memorial 

Service on September 11
th
.   

 

PRESENTATIONS:  None.   
 

Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items and during the public hearings.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:  None came forward.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
a)  Loan termination agreement with Kiwanis Club of Bradenton.  

b)  School Resource Officers agreement.  

c)  Request to authorize Mayor to execute Amendment 1 to City’s State Revolving Fund loan agreement.  

d) Third Quarter budget adjustments.  

e)  Public Event: First Responders Charity Event on Sept. 7 at Palma Sola Bay.  

f)  Public Event: 9/11 Memorial Service on Sept. 11 at Riverwalk memorial site.  

g) Public Event: Team Hope Walk on Nov. 2 from MMH, across Green Bridge and back.  

h) Public Event: Windjammers Unlimited Inc. Circus Band Concert on Jan. 25 at Riverwalk pavilion.  

i)  Public Event: CareNet Manasota Walk for Life on April 5 at Riverwalk. 

j)  Resolution 13-38:  Appointing Kelly Dixon to the Downtown Development Authority Board. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA Items A-J was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded 

by Councilman Byrd, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Smith was excused.)  
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BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

ORDINANCE 2952    SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING  
AX.13.00023 - AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, CERTAIN LAND 

CONTIGUOUS THERETO, LOCATED AT 101 48th STREET COURT EAST, AND PROPERLY IDENTIFIED AS 

PARCEL #1123710004. 
 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward. 

 

Stephen Thompson, Najmy Thompson, attorney representing the applicant, Florida Coast Development Corporation, 

stated that the property in question resided in both Manatee County and the City of Bradenton and the annexation was 

being requested to create a quality unified development under one jurisdiction.  In addition, city utility lines had been 

extended to that property whereas the county utilities had not.  

 

Those in opposition were asked to come forward.  None came forward.  The Public Hearing was closed.   

 

Tim Polk, Planning & Community Development Director, said the Staff and Joint Planning Commission recommended 

approval. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #2952 was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded by 

Councilman Roff, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Smith was excused.)   

 

ORDINANCE 2951    SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE III, FIREFIGHTERS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE CODE 

OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS; 

AMENDING SECTION 4, FINANCES AND FUND MANAGEMENT; AMENDING SECTION 15, MAXIMUM 

PENSION; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; 

REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.  None came forward.  Those in opposition 

were asked to come forward.  None came forward.  The Public Hearing was closed. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #2951 was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by Councilman Roff, 

and approved 4:0.   
 

ORDINANCE 2953    FIRST READING 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 

LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE IV, POLICE OFFICERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS, 

BY AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “CREDITED SERVICE” AMENDING SECTION 15, MAXIMUM PENSION; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; REPEALING ALL 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   
 

Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer, said that a letter from the actuary had been received stating there was no cost 

involved with these changes and that these changes were the changes which the IRS required.   

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2953 AND SET THE SECOND READING 

AND PUBLIC HEARING FOR SEPTEMBER 11, 2013 was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by 

Councilman Roff, and approved 4:0. (Councilman Smith was excused.)   
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NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY, AND CITY COUNCIL  

 

Carl Callahan, City Clerk & Treasurer 

 

a. Chilled Water System – Manatee County would like to find partners to share the chilled water system which it 

would like to utilize in the downtown area.  After a study had been conducted by our Facilities Manager, it 

seemed that City Hall would benefit by using the system.  The City would prepare for the future in phases with 

installation of new air handlers to be done initially.  Mr. Callahan requested permission to sign a Letter of Intent 

for the county simply stating that it was City Hall’s intention to participate in the program.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE SIGNING A LETTER OF INTENT WITH MANATEE COUNTY was made by Vice 

Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Brown, and approved 4:0.  (Councilman Smith was excused.)    

 

b. DaVinci Exhibit Opportunity – An opportunity had arisen to obtain the nationally-renowned DaVinci Exhibition 

at the Bradenton Municipal Auditorium. The Tourist Development Council and the South Florida Museum were 

very enthusiastic about this opportunity which would bring people to the area from all over the region. The 

proposed lease period would extend from November 2013 through April or May 2014.  This would add to the 

downtown growth momentum and allow the auditorium to be more fully utilized and self-supporting.  To 

accommodate those renters who would be displaced in the auditorium, the City had offered to assist them in 

finding new venues.  Once all of the details were reviewed by the City Attorney, Mr. Callahan wanted to request 

permission for the Mayor to execute a lease agreement with the DaVinci Exhibition.  

 

Discussion about the tremendous opportunity to host this exhibit and add diversification of the auditorium’s use.    

 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT with the DaVinci 

Exhibition was made by Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Brown, and approved 4:0.  

(Councilman Smith was excused.)     

  

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT - None scheduled. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Vice Mayor/Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I:  Mr. Gallo had received a historical flyer dated 1927 from a friend who 

was a Confederate buff.  The flyer had been found inside a library book in a Confederate library in Tennessee.  The flyer 

had invited Confederate veterans to a reunion in the Land of Manatee and encouraged them to visit Bradenton, The 

Friendly City, and to tour the State Confederate Shrine, the Gamble Mansion. It had said that further information could be 

obtained from the Chamber of Commerce.  Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo donated the flyer to the Manatee County 

Chamber of Commerce.     
 

Councilman Gene Brown, Ward II:  Said that he had been working on a few issues with Code Enforcement in the last 

few weeks and wanted to thank them for being a pleasure to work with.  He said he appreciated the difficult job they have.  

With school beginning next week, Councilman Brown also reminded everyone to drive safely. He stated that he thought 

that the police department’s School Resource Officers car, which bears the Manatee High School emblem, was a very 

positive connection to youth.   
 

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III:  Stated that it looked like the 12
th
 Avenue Bridge was beautifully paved and ready 

to go and inquired when it would be reopened.  Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director, said it would be opened within 

a couple weeks or as soon as the work could be completed on 20
th
 Street to avoid any complications.        

 

Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V:  Regretted to report that a horrific violent attack which had involved children 

had taken place in the City, and offered his condolences to those impacted.  He said that a meeting of local pastors would 

be held today to address violence prevention options.  Good, solid solutions need to be found to counter disrespect for 

human life. He said he would keep Council informed of the progress as here in the City of Bradenton, we do care.        
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Mayor Wayne Poston:  Mayor Poston thanked Chief Radzilowski and the Bradenton Police Department for handling the 

situation professionally and keeping others calm.  He expressed his sorrow that the event had taken place.   

 

The Mayor said that Governor Rick Scott was slated to be in town tomorrow to tour Benderson Aquatic Park to watch the 

Master’s Rowing Championship, the first championship to be held there.  The Mayor and Governor would discuss the 

2017 Sarasota-Bradenton World Rowing Championships.  Sarasota-Bradenton had been recommended by the site 

selection committee as a final contender for the event.  The decision would be made in Korea on Sept. 2, 2013.  Local 

representatives would be in Korea to hear the decision.    
 

Lastly, the Mayor told everyone that the CareerEdge Program had been selected by the International Development 

Council as the recipient of the Human Capital Program Award to recognize its efforts in workforce development.  

CareerEdge, established in 2009, is one of only 31 collaboratives in the entire country which was funded by the National 

Fund for Workforce Solutions.  Bradenton is the smallest city ever to receive funding for such a program.  Locally, 80 

healthcare workers had been trained for Blake Hospital’s trauma center, 70 for Manatee Memorial Hospital, and more for 

Sarasota Memorial Hospital.  CareerEdge is now working statewide to assist in creation of a workforce for the 

manufacturing industry.    

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

Carl Callahan:  Work on the budget would be ongoing for the first Public Hearing on September 11th. An updated 

version would be forthcoming.      

 

Chief Edwards:  BFD would be assisting the Department of Natural Resources during the controlled burn on Pine Island, 

south of SR 64E.  Area residents and businesses would be kept informed of the burn which was scheduled to take place 

before the end of September.   Chief Edwards also said that fire trucks would be in place in school zones for the first day 

of school on Monday, August 19
th
, to remind drivers to drive cautiously.     

 

Chief Radzilowski:  Traffic details would also be in place for the first day of school, so speeders would be ticketed if 

caught speeding in school zones. 
 

Claude Tankersley:  Nothing to report.      
 

Tim Polk:  With the increase in building activity, the hours of the Building/Construction Services Division were changed 

effective August 5th to 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.  This had impacted the Building Division only at City Hall.  

The change in hours had been well received by the construction industry.   

 

Vice Mayor/Councilman Gallo brought up a discussion regarding the hours of the other departments in City Hall, 

particularly the Utility Billing Department, which remained at a 4-day work week.  The Mayor said that the 4-day work 

week worked well for other departments, but not for the Planning & Community Development Department.  The 

complications of changing staff hours and still offering earlier and later water bill payments, which worked well for the 

community, would require increased staffing, both in UB and Accounting.  Signage would be prepared and the area 

cordoned off to let customers know of the variation in hours between departments.   The situation would be monitored and 

reviewed in six months.    
  
Bill Lisch: Nothing to report.  

 

Carl Callahan reminded everyone that a Council Workshop would follow this meeting.   
 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:43 a.m.    

 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


