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CITY OF BRADENTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 11, 2017 

8:30 A.M. 

MINUTES 
 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main Street, 

Bradenton, Florida, at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 11, 2017. 
 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Ward I Councilman Gene Gallo, Councilman Ward II Gene Brown; Vice 

Mayor/Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith; and Councilman Ward V Harold Byrd, Jr. 
 

City Officials:  Carl Callahan, City Administrator; Chuck Edwards, Fire Chief; Melanie Bevan, Police Chief; Jim 

McLellan, Public Works & Utilities Director; and Bill Lisch, City Attorney. 
 

The pre-meeting invocation was led by Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr. 

(The City does not endorse the religious beliefs of any speaker.) 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston.   
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
 

Catherine Hartley, Planning and Community Development Director, was excused.   
 

PROCLAMATIONS:  None. 
 

PRESENTATIONS: None. 
 

Carl Callahan administered the oath to anyone wishing to speak on any non-agenda items or during the public hearings. 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

Sara Hand, Executive Director, Station 2 Innovation Station and Spark Growth founder, 912 7
th

 Avenue East,  

eagerly invited all to attend the 5
th
 annual 3.0 Leaders’ Conference which brings together some of the greatest minds in 

the world to tackle tough topics which they face.  She expressed her great appreciation for the visible support the City of 

Bradenton elected officials and personnel have displayed by their presence at the events.  Finally, she respectfully 

requested City sponsorship in the amount of $5,000 to help to continue to make the event the huge success it has 

traditionally been.    
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes: Nov. 22 Special City Council meeting. 

B. Minutes: Nov. 29 Special City Council meeting. 

C. Minutes: Dec. 14 Special City Council meeting. 

D. Request from MVP Sports & Social to use the Riverwalk volleyball courts for league play every Wednesday night from 

Feb. 8-April 12. 

E. Public Event: St. Stephen’s Falcon 5K on Feb. 4 in downtown. 

F. Public Event: Pirates Pep Rally on Feb. 18 on Old Main Street. 

G. Resolution 17-01: Approval of grant to install wind mitigation features on a single-family house.  

H. Resolution 17-02: Approval of grant to install wind mitigation features on a single-family house. 

I. Resolution 17-03: Approval of grant to install wind mitigation features on a single-family house. 

J. Resolution 17-04: Confirming the Bradenton Firefighters’ Retirement System’s re-election of John Mantone as its 

board’s fifth trustee.    

K. SF.16.4644, WARD 4, NEIGHBORHOOD 20.03: Request by Joe Lacey, PLS of Stantec Consulting services Inc, 

agent, for WCI Communities, LLC, owner, for Final Subdivision Plat approval for Plat #8 of Tidewater Preserve, 

zoned PDP, Planned Development Project; Parcel Identification Number: 1100600159. 

L. Agreement with 3M Company for retro-reflective/non-retro-reflective signs and materials. 

M.  Year-end budget adjustments. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE Consent Agenda items A-M was made by Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman 

Brown, and approved 5-0. 

 
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

MA.16.4679, WARD 5, NEIGHBORHOOD 7.05 PUBLIC HEARING: Request by Paul Hohmann, A.I.A. Leed AP, 

Project Architect of Ebersoldt + Associates Architecture, agent, for Bradenton Leased Housing Associates I, LLC & River 

Oaks Housing Partners, LTD, for a Major PDP Amendment for a School Bus Shelter, Picnic Pavilion, and Maintenance 

Building addition on the property located at 2710 River Trace Circle, zoned R-2, Two-Family District; Parcel 

Identification Numbers: 1401300059 and 1401400005. 

 

Myra Schwarz, Senior Planner, gave the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations: 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL of MA.16.4679 River Trace Apartments. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: December 14, 2016 

APPROVAL of MA.16.4679 River Trace Apartments, motion carried 6-0. 

The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward.   

A representative for Paul Hohmann, Ebersoldt + Associates Architecture, agent, stated that a large number of 

children living in the community would be greatly benefited by approval of this request.  

 

Those in opposition were invited to come forward.  None came. 

The Public Hearing was closed.   

  

MOTION TO APPROVE MA.16.4679 was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by Vice Mayor Roff, and 

approved 5-0. 

 

SU.16.4644, WARD 2, NEIGHBORHOOD 12.02 PUBLIC HEARING: Request by Brian Wood Contracting, Inc. dba 

Wood Dock and Seawall, agent, for John M. Williams, owner, for a Special Use Permit to construct a 493-foot long, 

1,980 square foot dock with a pier and two (2) boat lifts, into the Manatee River, for the property located at 3404 

Riverview Blvd, zoned R-1, Residential Single-Family District; Parcel Identification Number: 3547000559. 
 

Myra Schwarz gave the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations: 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

APPROVAL of SU.16.4644 with the following stipulations: 
 

1. The dock must be kept in good working order and condition, to not degrade from the value of nearby properties. 

 
2. Lighting must include a manual or automatic switch to prevent lights from continuous operation. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (December 21, 2016): 

 

APPROVAL  (5-0) of SU.16.4644 with the following stipulations: 
 

1. The dock must be kept in good working order and condition, to not degrade from the value of nearby properties. 

 
2. Lighting must include a manual or automatic switch to prevent lights from continuous operation. 
 

Discussion:  This was an unusual situation wherein two docks were extending closely (27’ from end of dock and 100’ 

further out) to each other from adjoining properties.  These properties had originally been one lot that had been subdivided 

into 3 lots.  The owner of the existing neighboring dock had no objections.    Councilman Brown felt that, due to its 

length, adding lights at the end of the dock would be expedient.   
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The Public Hearing was opened.  Those in favor were asked to come forward. 

 

Brian Wood, contractor, representing the applicant, stated that all necessary permits had been obtained from the Army 

Corps of Engineers and the Department of Environmental Protection.  He said that the dock was a safe distance from the 

boating channel as required, but adding solar lighting was an option. 

 

Those in opposition were invited to come forward.  None came. 

The Public Hearing was closed.   

  

MOTION TO APPROVE SU.16.4644 with the 2 recommended stipulations and a third stipulation to require solar 

lighting at the end of the dock was made by Councilman Brown, seconded by Vice Mayor Roff, and passed 5-0. 

 
NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL - None.  
 

BUSINESS BY APPOINTMENT – None.   

 

THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING WAS TEMPORARILY RECESSED BY MAYOR WAYNE POSTON AND THE CRA 

MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 9:08 A.M. BY CHAIRMAN HAROLD BYRD.  (Separate Minutes Maintained and Available.)   

 
THE CRA MEETING WAS ADJOURNED BY CHAIRMAN BYRD AT 9:39 A.M. AND THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING WAS 

RE-OPENED BY MAYOR POSTON. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS  
 

Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I – Councilman Gallo brought up a liability concern at G.T. Bray Park, a County-

operated park located within the City limits.  He said that there was a deep drainage canal located closely to the soccer 

fields which was extremely overgrown.  Because the fence wasn’t high enough, many times the ball would go into the 

ditch and the players would go into the overgrown canal to retrieve the ball.  Mr. Gallo was very concerned that a youth 

would be injured or bitten by a snake.  He had contacted Manatee County to request that it be mowed but had been told it 

was on a maintenance schedule and wasn’t yet due for mowing.  It was an embarrassment to both the City and the County 

and also a liability for both.  He hoped by making mention of the issue today, it would bring faster action to an area that 

needed attention now rather than later.   
 

Councilman Gene Brown, Ward II – Councilman Brown brought up a Bradenton Herald article about Manatee County 

being ranked #7 as one of the most dangerous places in the country for pedestrians.  Chief Bevan stated she had obtained a 

pedestrian safety grant to begin a campaign to educate the public about proper and safe street crossing.  The education 

program had been underway for a few months, and now the police department was beginning enforcement of proper street 

crossing.   Mr. Brown cited a situation in which a driver had run a red light and struck a school crossing guard.  He urged 

pedestrians and drivers alike to be more aware.   
 

Mr. Brown inquired about the trash dumping situation which had been recurring on a vacant piece of City property.  

Councilman Byrd stated it used to be CCRA property which had been returned to the City.  Jim McLellan, Public Works 

Director, said that it seemed to be a malicious action and an investigation was ongoing.   
 

Lastly, Councilman Brown expressed his sincere sympathies to Councilman Gene Gallo in the loss of his beloved wife, 

Patricia, who had been esteemed by the entire community and would be greatly missed.   
 

Vice Mayor/Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III – Mr. Roff reiterated the condolences of Mr. Brown to Councilman 

Gallo and urged his colleague to lean on his City family.   

 

Councilman Roff stated there had been approximately 60 applications received for the Economic Development Director 

position.  He suggested that Council review the applications and select their preferred applicants to be discussed in greater 

depth at a meeting in the near future.  Carl Callahan said he was going to compile a list of the top candidates submitted by 

Council and the next step could be determined.  Councilman Byrd said that with all the proposed BCRA activities in the 

pipeline, there was a sense of urgency to get the position filled.   
  
Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV – Nothing to report.    
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Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V – Councilman Byrd extended his care, concern, and prayers to Councilman 

Gallo.       
 

Mayor Wayne Poston – Mayor Poston stated he had forwarded a travel article from The Columbus Dispatch which had 

featured a wonderful article about Bradenton.    
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  
 

Carl Callahan:  Mr. Callahan extended his congratulations to the fans of the Clemson Tigers and his condolences to the 

faithful of the Alabama Crimson Tide.    
 

Chief Edwards:  Nothing to report.      
 

Chief Bevan:  Chief Bevan thanked the community for the outpouring of support and gifts which were brought in on 

Monday in observation of Law Enforcement Appreciation Day.  On behalf of the City, Chief Bevan expressed 

condolences to the Orlando Police Department in the tragic loss of two officers.  Bradenton police representatives would 

be attending the funerals, and assistance had been offered to Orange County to aid in apprehension of the suspects.    
 

Jim McLellan:  Mr. McLellan stated that he had a meeting scheduled for this afternoon to meet with the Lastra 

developers to discuss the results of the traffic study of the 48
th
 Street Court area. He would report back on the progress. 

 

Crews were out this week repairing curbing, and next week milling and paving of 9
th

 Street West between 8
th
-19

th
 

Avenues would be completed in preparation for the spring training baseball season.  Lastly, Mr. McLellan said crews 

were ready to remove the aged Christmas lights on Barcarrota Blvd. for the last time as options to outsource the display 

and supply of decorations were being explored.  He said the snowflakes currently placed on the light poles would be 

refurbished and retained.   
 

Lastly, he said that he had met a few weeks ago with representatives from CSX and FDOT and they had proposed 

rebuilding the CSX railroad crossing on Manatee Avenue in a manner similar to what had been done on 6
th
 Avenue last 

year beginning this October.  Mindful of the congestion on Manatee Avenue during tourist season, Mr. McLellan had 

been able to successfully convince them to delay the work until the summer of 2018.   
 

Councilman Brown asked Jim to reach out to his counterpart at Manatee County to see if they could do anything to help 

eliminate the flooding and puddling that occurs on 51
st
 Street West.  Mr. McLellan said he would be happy to do so.  

 

Bill Lisch:  Nothing to report.     
 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 10:08 a.m. 

 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee upon request. 


