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 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
June 10, 2009 

 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old 

Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on June 10, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilwoman Ward II Marianne 

Barnebey; Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Vice Mayor and Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and 

Councilman Ward V Harold E. Byrd, Jr. 

 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer; Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director; 

William Lisch, City Attorney; Mark Souders, Fire Chief; William Tokajer, Deputy Police Chief; Tim Polk, 

Department of Planning and Community Development Director; Staci Cross, Information Technology 

Director, and Carolyn Moore, Human Resources Director. 

 

Press: The Herald. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 

Ecumenical invocation was led by Councilman Byrd. 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston. 

Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief was excused from the meeting. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

MANATEE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY PROGRAMS 
 

Barbara J. Patten, Executive Director, Manatee Community Action Agency, Inc. gave a brief PowerPoint 

presentation on the Manatee Community Action Agency, a private non-profit organization serving the 

community for over forty-years with a mission to move people out of poverty and into long term self-
sufficiency.   

 
Mr. Callahan administered the oath to any individuals who wished to speak on any non-agenda items 
and during the public hearings. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

No one came forward. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a) City Council Minutes of May 27, 2009. 

b) Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant Application. 

c) MB.09.0038 - Request of Stephen W. Thompson, agent for Southern Hospitality Associates for 

a one year extension of time for Cedarwood/Magnolia Lakes Development, 415 48th St Ct East. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA with Items a through c was made by 
Councilman Gallo , seconded by Councilman Byrd and passed 5-0 for approval. 
 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

SA.08.0012  WARD 5 NEIGHBORHOOD 7.03 RS             PUBLIC HEARING 
REQUEST OF Pastor John Marlow, agent for the Bradenton Gospel Tabernacle, owner, for a Special 

Use Amendment for a church expansion for inclusion of living facilities for the property located at 

1218 7th Avenue East (zoned C-1A). 

 
The public hearing was opened, anyone in favor please come forward. 
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Pastor John Marlow gave a brief overview of what the church had been doing for years to assist the less 

fortunate church members. He stated that it had been brought to the church’s attention that a special 

use amendment was needed to continue with the church’s ministry. He requested approval of the 

special use amendment to be in compliance with the city’s requirements.  

 

Vice Mayor and Councilman Smith stated, for the record, a letter had been received from a neighbor 

indicating he did not have a problem with the church ministering to the current church members. 

 

Anyone in opposition, no one came forward, the public hearing was closed. 

 

Tim Polk gave the Planning and Community Development staff report with the staff and Planning 

Commission recommendation for approval. He stated that the stipulation which referred to the 

dumpster had been resolved per the Public Works Department. Therefore seven (7) remaining 

stipulations were as follows: 

 
1. Within 180 days from the date of this approval, the paving of parking spaces 112 through 119 

shall be removed (approximately 525 square feet), and bumper stops would be installed in these 

parking spaces. 

 

2. Within 180 days from the date of this approval, provide a minimum 18 foot drive aisle between 
parking spaces 109-115 and 116-119 (approximately 600 square feet). 

 

3. Within 180 days, an architectural or engineer’s assessment of the existing conditions of all the 

structures within the complex would be submitted to the Fire Marshal to determine if proper 

separation of uses has been accomplished.  This assessment was the financial responsibility of 
Bradenton Gospel Tabernacle. Within 30 days of receipt of the assessment, the Fire Marshal 

shall establish a time-line for completion of life safety requirements, including, but not limited to 

fire separation for individual units and installation of a sprinkler system.  The four single family 

residences would be exempt from this assessment upon inspection and verification that they 

continue to be single family units. 

 
4. Within one year from the date of this approval, provide a paved drive aisle where the existing 

westernmost entrance was located, from 7th Avenue East to 8th Avenue East, a minimum 12 feet 

wide. 

 

5. Within one year from the date of this approval, all landscaping must be installed as per the 
landscape plan submitted to the City of Bradenton “Exhibit K” dated April 22, 2009. 

 

6. The approval was for the operation of the church with associated activities, and no more than 26 

living units.  Any future expansion of living units would require a Special Use Amendment. 

 

7. Failure to comply with the stipulations in the time periods allotted would result in revocation of 
this special use amendment and the elimination of the residential units, unless a time extension 

was granted by the City Council. Such extension shall be submitted by an agent for the 

Bradenton Gospel Tabernacle in the form of a written request for review. Upon receipt of the 

request, the extensions shall be voted upon at the next regularly scheduled City Council 

meeting.  
 

MOTION TO APPROVE SA.08.0012 with the recommendation for approval from the 

Planning and Community Development Staff and Planning Commission with seven 
(7) stipulations was made by Councilman Byrd, seconded by Councilwoman 

Barnebey and passed 5-0 for approval. 
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SU.09.0061  WARD 4 NEIGHBORHOOD 20.04 RS     PUBLIC HEARING 
REQUEST OF Kay Jaynes of Tractor Supply Co., as agent for Ron-Ben Associates, owner, for a Special 

Use to allow outdoor display for the property located at 4404 SR 64 East (zoned PDP/Commercial). 

 

The public hearing was opened, anyone in favor please come forward. 

 

Joe Henry, acting area manager for Tractor Supply Co., submitted and displayed a diagram of the 

proposed display in front of the building.  

 

Discussion as to how much space was needed to allow people to safely access the sidewalk and the 

many other stores in the city which have existing outdoor displays.  

 

Anyone in opposition, no one came forward, the public hearing was closed. 

 

Tim Polk gave the Planning and Community Development staff report with staff recommendation for 

denial based on three (3) reasons and the Planning Commission recommendation for denial based on 

four (4) reasons as follows: 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: DENIAL OF SU.09.0061 with the following 3 reasons: 
 

1. The facility has an existing outdoor display and sales area of 18,500 square feet. 
2. Approval of outdoor display on the sidewalk would be setting a precedent. 

3. Approval of outdoor display may result in obstruction of the sidewalk and be hazardous to 

pedestrians. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (May 20, 2009): DENIAL of SU-09-0061 based on 
the following 4 reasons: 

 

1. The facility had an existing outdoor display and sales area of 18,500 square feet. 

2. Approval of outdoor display on the sidewalk would be setting a precedent. 

3. Approval of outdoor display may result in obstruction of the sidewalk and be hazardous to 

pedestrians. 
4. Safety and security may be compromised as a result of any outdoor display. 

 

Ruth Seewer gave an overview of the reasons to deny the request based on the city code that does not 

allow outdoor storage without City Council approval.  

 
General discussion: Referred to the drawing submitted by Mr. Henry with discussion of proper space 

needed for pedestrian safety.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE SU.09.0061 for an outdoor display area and limited to that 
area indicated on the plan submitted by the applicant representative Joe Henry 

was made by Vice Mayor and Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Gallo 
and passed 5-0 for approval. 
 

NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL 
 

No new business was brought forth. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I: Congratulated Manatee County Commissioner John Chappie (in the 

audience) for doing a great job of paving the streets next to Ward I. 

 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II: Nothing to report. 
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Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III: Gave a description of a property issue in Ward III. He stated the 

home was in the foreclosure process and the bank was not monitoring activity in the home. He stated 

that the home was unfit for human habitation, but individuals were there throughout the day 
conduction questionable transactions. He asked although the water had been turned off, they were 

somehow able to reconnect it. He asked what the city could do legally to force these people out of the 

house. 

 

City Attorney Lisch stated he would look into this matter and advise him of his findings. 

 
Vice Mayor and Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Thanked the Public Works Department for their 

quick response to a citizen’s request for a sign placement in Ward III. 

 
Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V: Congratulated Mike Kennedy, Downtown Development 
Authority Executive Director, and his wife on the birth of their first child, a son. 

 

Councilman Byrd thanked a group of volunteers who had worked in conjunction from the CCRA and the 

Public Works Department to clean up the Washington Park area. 

 
Mayor Wayne Poston: Nothing to report. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Carl Callahan:  

 

REQUEST FOR THE REAPPOINTMENT OF ROCCO SALVATORI TO THE FIRE PENSION BOARD. 

 
No discussion followed. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE the request for the reappointment of Rocco Salvatori to the Fire Pension 

Board was made by Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Byrd and carried 5-0 for 

approval. 
 

Chief Souders:  

 

REQUEST BY Chief Souders to move forward in receiving a $15,000 grant offered by Manatee County in 

execution of a Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) Tabletop Exercise for the City of Bradenton 

compliant with the DHS Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP). He stated there 
was no cost to the city. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE REQUEST BY CHIEF SOUDERS was made by Councilman Byrd, 

seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey and passed 5-0 for approval.  

 
Staci Cross: Referencing a previous workshop discussion about concerns of the spread of infectious 

diseases such as Swine Flu, she stated the Information Technology Department would be moving 

forward to allow employees to work from remote locations.  

 

Carolyn Moore: Nothing to report. 

 
Deputy Chief Tokajer: Nothing to report. 

 

Claude Tankersley: Announced the Public Works Annex was infested with termites, and would be 

tented over the 4th of July weekend. 

 
Mr. Tankersley referred to the problem house issue Councilman Roff had raised in his council report 

and stated the Public Works Department could remove the water meter but people have found 

innovative ways to reconnect the meter. 
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Mr. Tankersley stated that due to the reconfiguration of 59th Street West there would be numerous trees 

and crepe myrtles removed to be replanted along Manatee Avenue West with the help of Keep Manatee 

Beautiful. 
 

Mr. Tankersley stated that there were some dead trees and bushes on Palma Sola Causeway among 

trees and bushes that look dead but were not. He stated a sign would be placed somewhere on the 

causeway advising that the landscape was being cared for. 

 

Tim Polk: Referred to previous discussion at a workshop regarding the Pink Palace on 10th Street West. 
He stated that the city was in the process of placing a special assessment lien on the property to board 

up the building at a cost of $7,500-$10,000. 

 

Discussion: Money to be taken from an emergency fund or the DDA to be replaced by the lien.  

 
City Attorney Lisch stated he would be taking steps to notify the bank of the lien process. 

 

Bill Lisch: Nothing to report. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:45 a.m. 

 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record. An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee 

upon request. 


