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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
February 28, 2007 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old Main 
Street, Bradenton, Florida on February 28, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Wayne Poston, Mayor; Vice Mayor and Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilwoman Ward II 
Marianne Barnebey; Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and Councilman 
Ward V James T. Golden. 
 
City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer; John Cumming, Public Works Director; William 
Lisch, City Attorney; Mark Souders, Fire Chief; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Tim Polk, Department of 
Planning and Community Development Director; Staci Cross, Information Technology Director, and Carolyn 
Moore, Human Resources Director. 
 
Press: The Herald, and the Herald-Tribune. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
Ecumenical invocation was led by Councilman Golden, City Chaplain. 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
NINE DEVILS DAY PROCLAMATION – FEBRUARY 28, 2007 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
BRADENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT – SWEARING IN OF A NEW OFFICER 
 
Mayor Poston gave the oath of office to Officer Bryan R. Findlay. 
 
“DOWNTOWN BY DESIGN”: THE BRADENTON CRA MASTER PLAN 
 
Mike Kennedy, Executive Director of the Downtown Development Authority gave a brief overview of the 
Master Plan and stated that the public had shown tremendous interest and had provided a lot of input as to 
what they wanted to see in the downtown core of the Community Redevelopment Area (CRA).  
 
Mr. Kennedy referred to a memorandum previously distributed regarding letters of support endorsing the 
“Downtown by Design” Master Plan by the Bradenton Downtown Progress, Manatee Chamber of Commerce, 
Manatee Young Professionals and the Village of the Arts. 
 
He thanked all those who had participated in the process to bring the Master Plan come to fruition.  
 
Pete Sechler, Glatting Jackson gave a Power Point presentation with an overview of the vision, major ideas, 
and design issues of the Master Plan. 
 
Ian Lockwood, Transportation Planner, gave a brief overview of the difference between suburban and urban 
transportation. 
 
Charlie Siemon, Siemon & Larsen gave a brief overview of how to implement the vision of the Master Plan. 
 
Speaking in favor of the Master Plan were Rick Fawley, Neil Spiritas, Andy Minor, Michael Gold, Debra 
Cooper and Dick Woodall. Each endorsed the plan giving highlights as to what they would like to see 
implemented into the plan with the use of trolleys and the need for more retail shops.  
 
Ken Lloyd voiced his concern regarding the proposed round-a-bouts and the need for more affordable 
housing in the downtown area. 
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Councilman Smith stated that he was very supportive of the plan with the proposal for a lower density of 15 
units per acres with heights from 3 to 7 stories. 
 
Councilman Smith voiced his frustration about the Riviera Southshore development that was recently 
approved for 25 units per acres with 7 to 9 stories. 
 
Lengthy discussion: The City’s general and limited current zoning and land use regulations and the need to 
refine them to clearly define what was appropriate and was not appropriate. 
 
Councilman Gallo stated he would support this plan cautiously, because if the state legislature passed the 
proposed tax reform legislation, Bradenton would be in serious jeopardy and all CRA’s would probably 
disappear.  
 
Councilman Gallo stated that he had seen several plans during his term as councilman and that this was an 
excellent plan.  
 
Councilman Gallo agreed with Mr. Lloyd that round-a-bouts made no sense at all and stated that he had not 
voted for the current waterfront location of the City Centre but moving the City Centre would be very costly for 
the taxpayers to relocate it. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey agreed with Councilman Gallo regarding the proposed tax reform discussions and 
tax dollars needed to run city government.  
 
Councilman Roff stated that this was a good plan and the first step of overhauling the Comprehensive Plan to 
avoid growth problems of the past and to work to conduct a compatibility study to ensure harmony with 
Manatee County and the surrounding cities.  
 
Councilman Golden stated he had heard from the people about what they envisioned and wanted and would 
support the plan. 
 
Mayor Poston stated that although parts of the plan was not perfect, he was excited about the plan, as it 
made sense and had evolved from a lot of citizen input about what was wanted and needed in the downtown 
area.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 07-16 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, ADOPTING “DOWNTOWN 
BY DESIGN” – THE BRADENTON COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA MASTER PLAN. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE Resolution 07-16 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman 
Barnebey and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
Mr. Callahan administered the Oath to any individuals who wished to speak on non-agenda items and during 
the public hearings. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
David Potter, owner of the City Hall Shoe Shop on 13th Avenue West, and John Moody, Moody & Associates, 
13th Avenue West voiced their concern about the lack of parking spaces and the undersized parking spaces 
currently on 13th Avenue West. 
 
Mr. Potter submitted photographs of a SYSCO truck parked in the middle of 13th Street unloading a delivery 
to Zio’s Restaurant on 14th Street West. They voiced their concern that this hindered traffic flow and was a 
safety issue.  
 
Mayor Poston stated that this issue would be reviewed by the city staff and Mr. Potter would be contacted 
following the review.  
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The following issue was added to the agenda and brought up at this time: 
 
REQUEST BY Triathlon One-O-One for a public event application from May 4-6, 2007. The set-up and 
staging area of the triathlon event would take place in the City of Palmetto and the City of Bradenton 
would lend support for the bike and running portions in right-of-entry over the Green Bridge and 
through the downtown vicinity. 
 
Barbara Nelson spoke on behalf of the Sports Commission and gave an overview of the revenue that the 
Triathlon One-O-One event could produce for the downtown Bradenton area. She requested approval of the 
event which could become an annual event.  
 
Mr. Callahan stated that the department heads had met to discuss this event application and agreed that the 
departments would work together to accommodate various needs of the event. He stated the majority of the 
event would be in the City of Palmetto and recommended approval with the stipulation that all aspects would 
be worked out regarding city services needed to provide a safe and clean event. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request as recommended by Carl Callahan with one stipulation was made by 
Councilwoman Barnebey seconded Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for approval.  
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Vice Mayor/Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I: Stated he recently took a vacation up north in the snow and 
stated he appreciated the wonderful weather we have here in the City of Bradenton.  
 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II: Stated that she had received the Tampa Bay Authority 
Legislation report at the recent Metropolitan Planning Organization meeting and would be glad to distribute 
copies to anyone interested.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey thanked the Girl Scout Troop for attending tonight’s meeting to sell Girl Scout 
cookies. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated she had attended the Girl Scout Bake Cook-off where wonderful desserts had 
been made from Girl Scout Cookies. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey thanked the Rogers Memorial Church for inviting her to attend their services 
Sunday, February 25, 2007. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that the Manatee High School Junior Class was putting on a “Prom Fashion 
Show” to be held February 29, 2007. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that the Big Brothers Big Sisters fundraiser event would be held March 3rd, 
Saturday evening at the Riverhouse with the theme to be horse racing. 
 
Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III: Stated that he recently observed a television show entitled “Reel 
Animals” which covered the west coast of Florida and had featured a segment on Bradenton’s own firefighter 
Captain Larry McGuire of the Village of Cortez. He stated the show depicted the wonderful area in which we 
live. 
 
Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Stated that he would be giving updates on the Manasota League of 
Cities municipal tax revenue issue and encouraged everyone to do whatever they could to advise our 
legislation of the negative impact and problems it would cause should they discontinue tax exemptions.   
 
Mayor Poston stated that the County Board of Commissioners had recently discussed this issue and that he 
and Mr. Callahan would be closely watching the discussion on property tax relief being held in Tallahassee.  
 
Councilman James Golden, Ward V: Stated he would be discussing the property tax reform at the Tampa 
Bay Regional Council meeting. 
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Councilman Golden stated that the Bradenton DeSoto Conquistadors would be featured at the next Tampa 
Bay Regional Council meeting on March 12, 2007. 
 
Fire Commissioner Councilman Golden reported that there had been 93 fire calls and 297 medical calls in the 
month of February. 
 
Councilman Golden reported that there had been wonderful events celebrating “Black History Month” 
throughout the city, including a wonderful event in the “Village of the Arts” last week. 
 
Councilman Golden invited everyone to come out to enjoy events at the Village of the Arts “Art Walk” this 
Friday, March 2, 2007. 
 
Mayor Wayne Poston: Reiterated the concerns that all municipalities had regarding the tax reform issue 
brewing in Tallahassee. 
 
Carl Callahan stated that he would be reviewing daily the tax relief information reported out of Tallahassee, as 
there was a lot of misinformation being given out. He would keep everyone posted on what was being said on 
this very important issue. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Approval of Minutes of February 14, 2007. 
 
Budget Adjustments – Street Sweepers and Resolution 07-15 
 
Forfeiture Fund Usage – 10 External Assault Shell Vest 
 
Resolution 07-14 appointing Lisa P. Jones to the Planning Commission Board. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA consisting of the February 14, 2007 minutes, Budget 
Adjustments, Forfeiture Fund and Resolution 07-14 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by 
Councilman Gallo and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
AX.06.0017  WARD 4 NEIGHBORHOOD 20.04 
Request of Barbara Levin, Esquire, agent for Morgan Johnson Associates, LLC, and Bradenton River Baptist 
Church, Inc. of Manatee County, owners, and City of Bradenton, agent/owner for annexation of 17.87 more 
or less acres located at 5412, 5520, 5526 and 5530 SR 64 East. (Zoned County A-1/NC-M) 
 
FIRST READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2859 
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, CERTAIN LAND CONTIGUOUS 
THERETO, LOCATED AT 5412, 5520, 5526 and 5530 SR 64 EAST AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED. 
 
Councilman Gallo questioned the reason why the city should annex a church that was exempt from paying 
taxes. He asked that this annexation be carefully studied, to see if the city would benefit as the city would 
have to supply services. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the first reading and set the second reading and public hearing on March 28, 
2007 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 4-0 for 
approval. (Councilman Golden was absent from voting.) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CP.07.0018 WARD 1 NEIGHBORHOOD 11.03 
Request of George F. Young, Inc., agent for CABE, LLP, owner, for Small Scale Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment to change the Future Land Use designation from Residential 15 to Commercial for a hotel and 
restaurant project for property located at 5501 Cortez Road West. (Zoned PDP) 
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FIRST READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2860 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 5501 
CORTEZ ROAD WEST, BRADENTON, MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR 
AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE 
ELEMENT/FUTURE LAND USE MAP (SMALL SCALE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY AMENDMENT CP.07.0018) 
CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM CITY RESIDENTIAL-15 TO COMMERCIAL 
PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the first reading and set the second reading and public hearing for March 14, 
2007 was made by Councilman Gallo, seconded by Councilman Roff and carried 3-0 for approval. 
(Councilwoman Barnebey and Councilman Golden absent from voting.) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
MA.07.0015 WARD 4 NEIGHBORHOOD 7.02A RS         PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of Stephen Thompson, Esquire, agent for Community Outreach, owner, for a major PDP amendment 
to include setback of the structure, relocating the parking to correspond with the placement of the church, 
and to change the driveway from a two-way 24 foot wide to a one-way 12 foot wide driveway for property 
located at 650 27th Street East. (Zoned PDP) 
 
The public hearing was opened; those in favor come forward. 
 
Stephen Thompson requested this amendment for the previously approved PR.04.0009 as part of the 
original approval to relocate the church structure on the subject property. He requested approval and agreed 
to all three stipulations. 
 
Pastor Dexter McDonald, requested approval of the amendment by Council.  
 
Those in opposition, hearing none the public hearing was closed. 
 
Tim Polk gave the Planning and Community Development staff report with the staff and Planning Commission 
recommendation for approval with three (3) stipulations as follows: 
 

1. Enhanced landscaping would be installed along the 27th Street East right-of-way. Plant materials 
would be subject to approval of the Director of Planning and Community Development, but would 
be no less than trees at 4 inch diameter at breast height and hedges 36 inches high, 24 inches on 
center. 

2. All landscaping would be installed prior to the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy. 
3. A minimum of 22 feet of right-of-way for 27th Street East would be dedicated and recorded prior to 

the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy. 
 

Councilman Smith voiced his concern regarding any future expansion of 27th Street East by the county. 
 
Mr. Thompson stated that he reviewed this concern and stated that it would be very difficult to expand this 
road but indicated that this property was in better shape than other properties on the street. 
 
Ruth Seewer gave an overview of property and stated that the county showed no intentions of widening 27th 
Street in their Five-year plan. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MA.07.0015 with the recommendations made by Planning and Community 
Development and the Planning Commission with three (3) stipulations was made by Councilman 
Golden, seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 4-1 for approval. (Councilman Smith in 
opposition.) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SECOND READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2855         PUBLIC HEARING 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING PART 1, CHARTER AND RELATED 
LAWS, SUBPART B, RELATED LAWS, ARTICLE III, FIREFIGHTERS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTION 8, DISABILITY; 
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PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
The public hearing was opened; those in favor come forward. 
 
Tom Woods, Fire Administrator for the Fire Pension Fund gave a brief overview of the ordinance which 
referred to non-actuarial cost items and that this ordinance cleared up certain issues that had not been 
previously addressed.  
 
Those in opposition, hearing none the public hearing was closed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE Ordinance 2855 was made by Councilman Golden, seconded Councilman Gallo 
and carried 5-0 for approval.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SECOND READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2858         PUBLIC HEARING 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE V, SECTION 2-237 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
BRADENTON, FLORIDA, BY INCREASING THE THRESHOLD FOR COMPETITIVE BIDDING FROM $10,000 
TO $25,000; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
 
The public hearing was opened; those in favor come forward. 
 
Carl Callahan stated that the $10,000 threshold had been the same for 20 years and that this ordinance 
would create more competitive bidding.  
 
Those in opposition, hearing none the public hearing was closed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE Ordinance 2858 was made by Councilman Golden, seconded by Councilman 
Gallo and carried 4-0. (Councilman Smith was absent from voting.) 
 
NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL 
 
Carl Callahan 
 
REQUEST BY Trevor Gooby of the Pittsburgh Pirates to hold a “Pirate Fanfest” event to take place at 
McKechnie Field and on 9th Street West on March 17, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request was made by Councilwoman Barnebey, seconded by Councilman 
Gallo and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Carl Callahan: REQUESTED APPROVAL on behalf of the “Be Free Stay Free” Anti-Drug Program for 
permission to hold auditions for local bands at Old Main Street Market on March 10, 2007 for an event 
to be held in April, 2007.  
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request was made by Councilwoman Barnebey seconded by Councilman 
Gallo and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
Chief Souders: Nothing to report. 
 
Staci Cross: Nothing to report. 
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Chief Radzilowski: Announced that the Bradenton Police Department’s very own Shirley Johnson, Parking 
Enforcement Division, was performing in the Manatee Players Theater production of “Big River.” 
 
John Cumming: Nothing to report. 
 
Tim Polk: Nothing to report. 
 
Bill Lisch: Nothing to report. 
 
Carolyn Moore: Nothing to report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record. An audio CD or video tape recording of the meeting is available upon 
request. 
 


