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 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
October 27, 2004 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, 101 Old Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on October 27, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:, Councilwoman Ward II Marianne Barnebey, Councilwoman Ward III Michele 
Weaver, Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and Vice-Mayor and Councilman Ward V 
James T. Golden. 
 
City Officials: Wayne Poston, Mayor, Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer, John 
Cumming, Public Works Director, William Lisch, City Attorney, Mark Souders, Fire 
Chief, Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief, Larry Frey, Development Services Director, 
Staci Cross, Information Technology Director, and Carolyn Moore, Human Resource 
Director. 
 
Press: Bradenton Herald and Manatee Herald Tribune 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
Invocation was led by Vice Mayor Golden. 
Flag salute was led by Mayor Poston. 
 
Councilman Gene Gallo was excused from the meeting. 

 
 
 

 
FARM CITY WEEK 
 
Ralph Garrison, representing the Manatee County Agricultural Industry, accepted the 
proclamation. 
 

 
 
 

PUBLIC WORKS RECOGNITIONS 

John Ormando introduced the Team of the Quarter from the Solid Waste Department 
for their hard work in assisting and volunteering with the clean-up in Wauchula 
following the recent hurricane’s. They are as followed: 

Ricardo Ramos, Wiley Green, Lazaro Perez, Toney Henderson, Nathaniel Davis, 
Joe Bennett, Calert White, Jason McNeil, Marion Fuller, Roosevelt Booth, Samuel 
Bailey, Robert Searles, Napolean King, Quincy Fleming, Eduardo Blanco and Brian 
Bailey. 

Ricardo Ramos accepted the award on behalf of the Team of the Quarter.  

John Ormando, on behalf of Keep Manatee Beautiful, recognized and awarded Joe 
Henry and the crew from the Parks Department for their outstanding work on the 
Palma Sola Causeway beautification.  

John Cumming presented to Vice Mayor Golden an award from Keep Manatee Beautiful 
for his vision of creating a public open space park known as the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Park. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION: 

PRESENTATION: 
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BRADENTON POLICE RECOGNITIONS 

Major Lewis recognized and commended several police officers for their law enforcement 
assistance in Polk County after Hurricane Charley. They were as followed: 

Lieutenant Samuel Campbell, Officer Joshua Small, Officer Peter Biddlecome, 
Master Patrol Officer Scott Smith, Officer Christopher Hutchko and Officer K.B. 
Magown. 

BRADENTON DOWNTOWN PROGRESS  

REQUEST BY Councilman Smith, on behalf of the Bradenton Downtown Progress, 
for the placement of temporary banners in various areas in the downtown area on 
private property to promote the Getdown Downtown every third Thursday and the 
Old Main Street Farmer’s Market each Saturday through the end of May, 2005. 

Larry Frey suggested a location map for the sign placement for the Code Enforcement 
Department.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey requested that only five (5) banners, no larger than 3 feet by 8 
feet go up on Thursday evening and be taken down Saturday afternoon after the 
Farmer’s Market. She requested the same five banners and size for the Getdown 
Downtown events to go up on Wednesday evening prior to the event and taken down 
Thursday evening after the event for the next ten (10) months.  
 
Mayor Poston stated that he was working on placing a permanent Marquee sign in front 
of the downtown post office, and stated that he was looking for a sponsor as the cost for 
the sign was $10,000. 
 
Discussion: To create an ordinance for permanent signs placed in the downtown area.  
 
Mayor Poston requested Larry Frey and Carl Callahan to meet with him to discuss some 
permanent sites in the City for signs.  
 
Discussion: Four stipulations as followed:  
 

1. No more than five locations for a temporary banner and must be on private 
property. A location map must be submitted by the applicant. 

2. Maximum size of banner is 3’ x 8’. 
3. Signage can be placed as follows: Get Down event up on Wednesday down on 

Thursday. Market up on Thursday, down on Saturday. 
4. Permission may be withdrawn by the City with a week’s notice.  

 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request for temporary signs/banners for the Getdown 
Downtown and Old Main Street Farmer’s Market with four stipulations was made 
by Councilman Smith/Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 4-0 for approval. 
 
Mr. Callahan administered the Oath to any individuals who wished to speak during the 
public hearings. 

 
 
 

 
Carol Stronstorff, President for the Society of Cruelty to Patients, discussed various 
decisions on Medicaid fraud and recommended how to vote on amendments 3, 7 and 8. 
She commented that the flu vaccine was useless and should be avoided.  
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
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Joe McDonald, David Potter, Andy Mooney and Dr. J.D. Good voiced their 
disagreement with the recently passed Ordinance #2666 regarding the parking fine 
increase on downtown streets and requested that the Council repeal the decision.  
 
Mr. McDonald submitted a petition from downtown Bradenton businesses and patrons 
and voiced his concern that this increase in fines may hurt his business and others in 
downtown Bradenton.  
 
David Potter suggested hiring more meter readers. 
 
Lengthy discussion: Parking on downtown streets and increased fines to punish the 
habitual offenders. 
 
Andy Mooney suggested a gradual increase with the fine for the first ticket being $5.00 
the second ticket an additional cost, the third ticket higher, then increased more each 
time. 
 
Dr. J. D. Good voiced his concern that this would be the death of downtown Bradenton 
and agreed with Mr. Mooney as to the gradual increase in fines. 
 
ACTION: Mayor Poston stated the City staff would review the ordinance as to 
repealing the cost of the fines.  
 

 
 

 
Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I: Excused from the meeting. 
 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II: Announced that she was asked to serve 
on the Legislative Committee of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey thanked the City staff who attended the Westfield 
Neighborhood Fall Bar-B-Q located at 217 22nd Street Court Northeast on October 19, 
2004.  
 
Councilwoman Weaver, Ward III: Stated that she had been meeting with the Tamiami 
Business Association and that they had discussed the issue of an “Open Container 
Law” on the 14th Street corridor from Manatee Avenue south to the City limits. 
 
Councilwoman Weaver requested Bill Lisch to please review this issue.  
 
Bill Lisch stated he would try to draft an ordinance regarding this issue for the first 
reading on November 17, 2004.  
 
Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Congratulated the Bradenton Police Explorer 
Troop for winning numerous awards at the Florida Elks Boot Camp. 
 
Vice Mayor Golden, Ward V: Nothing to report. 
 
Mayor Poston: Referred to a letter dated September 29, 2004 from the Manatee County 
Legislation Delegation to please advise them prior to their November 8, 2004 meeting of 
any proposals or requests the Council may have regarding local legislation. 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS: 
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Mayor Poston asked the Council if they had a chance to review the Agreement in 
Principle regarding the Perico Mediation.  
 
Bill Lisch stated that several issues needed to be addressed with the final settlement 
document to be adopted by the Manatee County Commissioners on or before 
November 9, 2004.  
 
Mayor Poston stated that the decision that was made was not based upon whether a 
person liked high rise buildings, but was based upon whether or not the County was 
involved in a legal fight that they could not win and whether it was proper for the 
County to use tax payer’s money in a case that could not be won.  
 
The Perico Mediation was discussed at length. 
 
Bill Lisch stated that this mediation agreement would withdraw the County from any 
pending lawsuit but did not include individuals. 
 
Mayor Poston stated that Mayor Whitmore had said that the Island Communities would 
also withdraw as they could not afford to continue with the lawsuit. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the draft on the Perico Mediation of the Agreement in 
Principle document dated October 26, 2004 for the City Attorney to finalize the 
agreement was made by Vice Mayor Golden/Councilwoman Weaver and carried 3-1 
for approval with Councilwoman Barnebey in opposition. 
 

 
7a. AX-04-0003         FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2767 
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, CERTAIN LAND 
CONTIGUOUS THERETO, LOCATED AT 5716 21ST AVENUE WEST AND LEGALLY 
DESCRIBED. 
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the first reading of AX-04-003, Ordinance 2767 and set the 
second reading and public hearing for November 17, 2004 was made by Vice Mayor 
Golden/Councilwoman Weaver and carried 4-0 for approval. 
 
7b. AB-04-0004 WARD 4 NEIGHBORHOOD 1.01 RS      PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of Joseph McDonald, Agent for John DeLesline, owner, for alcoholic beverage 
approval for a 2-COP (sale of beer and wine for consumption on premises) on the 
property located at 436 Old Main Street.  (Zoned PDP) 
 
Public hearing opened: Those in favor. 
 
Joe McDonald, owner of Fisherman Joe’s Restaurant, requested approval to serve 
alcoholic beverages at his establishment.  
 
Those in opposition: hearing none, public hearing closed. 
 
Larry Frey gave the Department of Development Services staff report and stated that the 
Department of Development Services staff and Planning Commission recommended 
approval with six (6) stipulations. They were as followed: 
 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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 1. The outdoor seating area would be cleaned daily. 
 2. The approval was granted in conjunction with the restaurant. 
 3. Sanitation facilities would meet the approval of the Public Works Department. 
 4. Four (4) tables would be permitted on the sidewalk. 
 5. Sidewalk access would be maintained at a minimum of four feet at all times. 
 6. All tables and chairs would be stored inside when the business was closed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE request AB-04-0004 with the Department of Development 
Services staff and Planning Commission recommendation with six (6) stipulations 
was made by Councilman Smith/Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 3-1 with 
Vice Mayor Golden in opposition. 
 
7c. AB-04-0007 WARD 4 NEIGHBORHOOD 1.01 RS      PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of Randall W. Patterson, agent for Mike Carter, owner, for alcoholic beverage 
approval for a 2-COP (sale of beer and wine for consumption on premises) on the 
property located at 425 Old Main Street.  (Zoned PDP) 
 
Public hearing opened: Those in favor, hearing none. 
 
Those in opposition: hearing none, public hearing closed. 
 
Larry Frey gave the Department of Development Services staff report and stated that the 
Department of Development Services staff and Planning Commission recommended 
approval with one (1) stipulation as followed: 
 
 1. Any outdoor seating required expansion of this special use. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE request AB-04-0007 with the Department of Development 
Services staff and Planning Commission recommendation with one (1) stipulation 
was made by Councilman Smith/Councilwoman Weaver and carried 3-1 for 
approval with Vice Mayor Golden in opposition. 
 
7d. SU-04-0007 WARD 4 NEIGHBORHOOD 1.01 RS      PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of Randall W. Patterson, agent for Mike Carter, owner, for Special Use approval 
to operate a Cigar Bar and Lounge area to be known as LeCigar for the property located 
at 425 Old Main Street. (Zoned PDP) 
 
Public hearing opened: Those in favor. 
 
Those in opposition: hearing none, public hearing closed. 
 
Larry Frey gave the Department of Development Services staff report and stated that the 
Department of Development Services staff and Planning Commission recommended 
approval with one (1) stipulation as followed: 
 
 1. Any outdoor seating required expansion of this special use. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE request SU-04-0007 with the Department of Development 
Services staff and Planning Commission recommendation with (1) stipulation was 
made by Councilman Smith/Councilwoman Weaver and carried 4-0 for approval.  
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8a. REQUEST BY Councilwoman Barnebey to hold the 9th Annual Winter 
Wonderland Festival on December 2nd, 3rd & 4th, 2004 on Old Main Street.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey gave a brief explanation of the Winter Wonderland event 
which was not a fundraiser but an event that promoted downtown Bradenton and 
businesses with services provided by the City with assistance from the Police and Public 
Works Departments. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that the cost was approximately $10,000 to organize 
the event with various businesses sponsoring to help defer costs. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request by Councilwoman Barnebey to hold Winter 
Wonderland was made by Vice Mayor Golden/Councilman Smith and carried 4-0 
for approval. 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
8b. REQUEST BY the Arthritis Foundation to hold the Jingle Bell 5K run and  
1 mile walk in conjunction with the Winter Wonderland Festival on  
December 2, 2004. 
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request by the Arthritis Foundation was made by 
Councilwoman Barnebey/Councilman Smith and carried 4-0 for approval. 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
8c. HONORE AVENUE EXTENSION 
 
Mr. Callahan gave a brief report on two (2) separate purchase and sale agreements 
proposed by Wilmington Land Company for the Honore Avenue right-of-way and 
surplus property associated with a parcel of property near Evers Reservoir. 
 
Mr. Callahan stated that ultimately the land would be turned over to Manatee County 
which would complete the extension of Honore Avenue from the Palm Aire area to 
Lockwood Ridge Road. 
 
Mr. Callahan stated the purchase price of the right-of-way would be $331,500 and the 
surplus property $168,000 for an estimated twenty-eight (28) acres. 
 
Mr. Callahan recommended approval of the purchase and sales agreement for the right-
of-way, surplus property, and the warranty deed. 
 
Discussion: Protection of the City’s reservoir and conservation lands. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the Honore Avenue Extension as recommended by Carl 
Callahan with the authorization from Bill Lisch upon final approval that 
everything matches up with the survey with other issues and to finalize these 
documents was made by Vice Mayor Golden/Councilman Smith and carried 4-0 
for approval.  
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL: 
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Carl Callahan: REQUESTED APPROVAL to purchase a house owned by Mack C. 
Johnson, Jr. at 2305 13th Avenue East for $118,000 located in the middle of 
Norma Lloyd Park. 
 
Mr. Callahan stated that the house was an inconvenience because it was located in the 
middle of the park. 
 
He recommended approval of the purchase and stated that the Central Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CCRA) would reimburse the City as it was an important part to 
their Master Plan. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request by Mr. Callahan to purchase a house located at 
2305 13th Avenue East for $118,000 was made by Councilman Smith/ Vice Mayor 
Golden and carried 4-0 for approval. 
 
Sherod Haliburton, Assistant Director of the Central Community Redevelopment 
Agency (CCRA), stated that they would be applying for a grant through the Florida 
Communities Trust Program with a timeline of two (2) years to receive the grant money. 
He stated that the CCRA could at that time reimburse the City for the property.  
 
Jerry West stated that the lot size was 50’ by 100’. 
 
Chief Souders: Announced that Firefighter Donald Wendt was recently recalled 
oversees to Afghanistan or Iraq.  
 
Staci Cross: Stated that there had been some issues with Utility Billing which had 
delayed going on-line.  
 
She stated that there would be training on the new systems for inventory and lien’s with 
plans to go on-line in a few weeks. 
 
Chief Radzilowski: Reported that the Police Department lost four (4) police officers in 
the last two (2) weeks for higher salary elsewhere.  
 
John Cumming: Reported that garbage cans were being installed on 14th Street. 
 
Larry Frey: Introduced Dianna Loudermilk, recently promoted to Review Coordinator 
for Department of Development Services.  
 
He recognized Ruth Seewer, Development Review Manager, and thanked her for a 
wonderful report on the Florida Chapter of the America Planning Association 
Conference she recently attended. 
 
Bill Lisch: REQUESTED APPROVAL for Bernie Crogan, of The Crogan Company for 
the option to purchase the parcel north of 3rd Avenue and west of Highway 301 
associated with the “Riverwalk Professional Center” at a cost of $750,000. 
 
Carl Callahan gave a brief explanation of the issues associated with this parcel and 
recommended approval of the option for Bernie Crogan to purchase the property. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request by Bill Lisch with the recommendation by Carl 
Callahan to give Bernie Crogan, the option to purchase property associated with 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 
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the Riverwalk Professional Center at a cost of $750,000 was made by Vice Mayor 
Golden/Councilman Smith and carried 4-0 for approval. 
 
Carolyn Moore: Reported that the Department Heads were finishing up all the job 
descriptions in their individual departments.  
 
She stated that the new Employee Handbook would be distributed to the Department 
Heads for their review and comments with plans to bring it to Council in January, 
2005. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that she appreciated Carolyn Moore for the 
implementation of a Halloween Contest for the City employees. The contest was for the 
best costume and best room decoration. Judging would be held Friday, October 29, 
2004.  

 
 
 

 
There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD recording of the meeting is available 
upon request. 

ADJOURNMENT: 


