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 CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
May 13, 2009 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old 
Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on May 13, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilwoman Ward II Marianne 
Barnebey; Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Vice Mayor and Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and 
Councilman Ward V Harold E. Byrd, Jr. 
 
City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer; Claude Tankersley, Public Works Director; 
William Lisch, City Attorney; Mark Souders, Fire Chief; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Tim Polk, 
Department of Planning and Community Development Director, and Carolyn Moore, Human Resources 
Director. 
 
Press: The Herald. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
Ecumenical invocation was led by Pastor Gary Eldred, Faith United Methodist Church. 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston. 
Staci Cross, Information Technology Director was excused from the meeting. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ APPRECIATION WEEK – June 1-5, 2009. 
 
NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK – May 17-23, 2009. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT RECOGNITION 

~ Jeff Ragan, Former Chairperson of Code Enforcement Board 
 
Volker Reiss presented an Appreciation of Service plaque to Jeff Ragan for 15 years of service with the 
Code Enforcement Board. 
 
Mayor Poston presented Mr. Ragan with a plaque and the key to the City and made him the Official 
Ambassador of the City of Bradenton. Mayor Poston thanked him for serving his many years of service on 
several boards.   
 
HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT  

~ QUARTERLY P.R.I.D.E. AWARDS 
 
Carolyn Moore presented the Quarterly P.R.I.D.E. Awards (People Really Interested in Delivering 
Excellence) to Esther Mattick of the Information Technology Department, Linda Guth of the Accounting 
Department, Lillie Mae McCarter of the Utility Billing Department, Rebekah Brightbill of the Central 
Community Redevelopment Agency (CCRA), and Doug Dobbs, of the Water Distribution Department. 
 
Carl Callahan presented P.R.I.D.E. Awards to two City Clerk employees: Bill Ackles, as the newly elected 
President of the Florida Association of Business Tax Officials, Inc. (FABTO), and Renee Stockwell for 
being voted as “2009 Risk Manager of the Year” by Preferred Governmental Insurance Trust (PGIT).  
 
 
Mr. Callahan administered the oath to any individuals who wished to speak on any non-agenda items and 
during the public hearings. 
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CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
Harry Bakker owner of the Bank of America building on 13th Street and 6th Avenue West, voiced his 
opposition to the proposed location of the MCAT Transit Transfer Station on 13th Street West. He 
proposed a new site that he felt would be a better location on property he owns south of Family HOPE 
Services. 
 
Mayor Poston stated that Mr. Bakker had appeared before the Manatee County Commissioners and they 
directed the county staff to research Mr. Bakker proposed site and to report back within 30 days.  
 
Steve Herda, First Bank Property Manager voiced his opposition to the MCAT Transit Station on 13th 
Street as he foresees it would generate more loitering around the First Bank building.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
a) City Council Minutes of April 22, 2009. 
b) Social Security Numbers: Collection Policy. 
c) Resolution 09-38 SHIP Housing Project Contract for Enedina Garcia. 
d) Resolution 09-39 Manatee Players Tax Credit Program. 
e) Public Events- Downtown Bradenton Farmers’ Market and Mainly Art. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS A – E WAS MADE BY VICE MAYOR AND 
COUNCILMAN SMITH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN BYRD AND CARRIED 4-0 FOR APPROVAL. 
Councilwoman Barnebey abstained from voting as (Item d) related to her husband who was the 
legal counsel to the Manatee Players.  
 
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
AP.08.0002                PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of William C. Robinson, Jr., agent for Melton H. Little and Scott B. Kallins, owners, to appeal 
the decision of the Architectural Review Board rendered on May 8, 2008 with regard to the demolition 
of the building known as The Bradenton Tabernacle, located at 725 Manatee Avenue West, 
Bradenton, Florida. (zoned C-1/UCBD). 
 
The public hearing was opened, those in favor please come forward. 
 
William Robinson gave an overview of the history of the Bradenton Tabernacle with a request to appeal 
the decision made by the city’s Architectural Review Board to deny demolition.   
 
Mike Bryant, Fawley Bryant Architects gave a PowerPoint overview of the current deteriorated state of 
the building. 
 
Questions were asked and answers given on the building use, history, condition and whether it met state 
guidelines as a historical landmark. 
 
Melton Little gave a brief summary about the fact that 100+ people had shown interest in purchasing the 
property but had never followed through. 
 
Nick Zec, Boyd Insurance and Investments stated the building was in disrepair and should be 
demolished for safety reasons. 
 
Those in opposition to the request please come forward. 
 
Cathy Slusser, Manatee County Clerk of the Circuit Court Historical Resources Department voiced her 
concern that the building held significant historical value and should not be demolished.  
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Mickey Palmer, Manatee County resident stated the church was of personal interest to him as he was a 
native of Bradenton who had received his religious upbringing in the Bradenton Tabernacle. He urged the 
Council to examine ways to preserve the building. He stated he had no problem with preserving the 
outside of the building and renovating the inside for office spaces in accordance with the owner’s original 
plans. 
 
Tom DeSelles, minister to the elderly in Heritage Park appealed the council to not destroy the building. 
He stated he had previously shown interest in purchasing the building to restore and maintain it. He 
stated Mr. Little and Mr. Kallins showed no interest. 
 
Lengthy discussion: Significance as a historical landmark, current deterioration, and safety concerns of 
the use by the homeless. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey and Councilman Byrd stated they would support a motion to continue for 90 
days as they wanted to provide every opportunity to save the structure.  
 
Councilman Gallo and Vice Mayor and Councilman Smith stated they would not support a motion to 
continue as realistically 60 or 90 days would not make a difference in this real estate market. They 
suggested making a stipulation allowing the owners to pull a permit and to agree they would not 
demolish the building for 90 days giving them significant time for a purchaser to come forward to 
purchase the property.  
 
Mr. Kallins stated he would be out of the country around August 12th and asked if the council would be 
in agreement to continue the public hearing to September 9th.  
 
MOTION TO CONTINUE THE PUBLIC HEARING TO SEPTEMBER 9TH was made by Councilman Byrd 
seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 3-2 for approval with Councilman Gallo and Vice 
Mayor and Councilman Smith in opposition.  
 
NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL 
 
Claude Tankersley 

 
H & H Sludge Hauling Bid Recommendation 
 
Mr. Tankersley gave a brief overview of the changes made by the department to outsource the treatment 
of wastewater residuals to save the city approximately $190,000 per year and recommended the 
acceptance of the bid made by H & H Sludge Hauling.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE BID RECOMMENDATION TO CONTRACT WITH H & H HAULING WAS 
MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN BARNEBEY, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN BYRD AND CARRIED 5-0 
FOR APPROVAL. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
REQUEST BY MR. TANKERSLEY BY RESOLUTION 09-43 TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR POSTION TO 
SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH FDOT TO TAKE $1 MILLION OF ECONOMIC STIMULUS FUNDS 
TO MOVE FORWARD ON THE 9TH AVENUE BRIDGE PROJECT.  
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE REQUEST BY RESOLUTION 09-43 TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR 
POSTON TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH FDOT AND MOVE FORWARD ON THE 9TH AVENUE 
BRIDGE PROJECT WAS MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN BARNEBEY, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN 
BYRD AND CARRIED 5-0 FOR APPROVAL. 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
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Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I: Nothing to report. 
 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II: Announced that Manatee County Neighborhood Services 
was offering up to $2500 in a matching grant program to upgrade county neighborhoods. She stated the 
application would be open from May 1st to May 29th and were available on the county’s website at 
www.mymanatee.org. Completed applications should be returned to Debbie DeLeon 749-3029 ext. 3482. 
 
Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III: Stated he had attended a Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) 
seminar on Thursday, April 30th and heard how several cities had become more sustainable communities 
through TOD. 
 
Councilman Roff stated he had also attended the 2009 Super Regional Leadership Conference this past 
week in Orlando to learn how linking Orlando with the Tampa Bay Region would be the future for 
development. He stated Bradenton was in an excellent location in the Tampa Bay Region and he foresees 
a bright future in economic development in this region. 
 
Vice Mayor and Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Nothing to report.  
 
Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V: Thanked the Bradenton Police Department for again holding the 
annual Gun Buy Back Program on Mother’s Day.  
 
He stated that the Youth and Young Adult Crime Prevention Summit would be held on May 14, 2009 at 
the Lincoln Middle School gymnasium. 
 
Mayor Wayne Poston:  
 
RESOLUTION 09-40 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, 
APPOINTING CITY COUNCIL MEMBER HAROLD BYRD, JR., AS THE CITY’S CHAIRPERSON 
FOR THE COMPLETE COUNT COMMITTEE FOR THE US CENSUS BUREAU 2010; PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 09-40 WAS MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN BARNEBEY 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN ROFF AND CARRIED 5-0 FOR APPROVAL. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
REQUEST BY MAYOR POSTON FOR THE CITY OF BRADENTON TO AGREE TO CLOSE THE 
GREEN BRIDGE FOR ONE HOUR ON JULY 4TH DURING THE FIREWORKS DISPLAY PER A 
LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE CITY OF PALMETTO. 
 
Chief Radzilowski recommended approval and stated that there was a fireworks fallout zone over the 
bridge and that the police departments of both cities would need to inspect the bridge prior to 
reopening the bridge to traffic. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CITY OF PALMETTO’S REQUEST WAS MADE BY COUNCILMAN 
SMITH, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN BARNEBEY AND CARRIED 5-0 FOR APPROVAL. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
Carl Callahan: Distributed two different reports to Council: “Stimulus Evaluation, Enhancement & 
Development Report (SEED) Planning Analysis, April 2009, by Karin Murphy, Planning & Consulting, 
Inc. and “Stimulus Evaluation, Enhancement & Development (SEED) Grants Report” by Capital 
Philanthropy Group, LLC.  
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Mr. Callahan gave an overview of each report which outlined where the city needed to be to be in position 
for economic development and long term growth.  
 
REQUEST BY MR. CALLAHAN TO CONTINUE TO WORK WITH CAPITAL PHILANTHROPY 
GROUP, LLC, WAS MADE BY COUNCILMAN GALLO, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN 
BARNEBEY AND CARRIED 5-0 FOR APPROVAL.  
 
Mr. Callahan stated next year would be another bad budget year. He gave an overview of what the 
Department Heads were currently reviewing with regards to next year’s budget.  
 
Chief Souders: Nothing to report. 
 
Carolyn Moore: Announced 10 people were currently signed up for the Stop Smoking Class. 
 
Staci Cross: Excused from the meeting. 
 
Chief Radzilowski: Thanked Beall’s Department Store for partnering with the police department in the 
Gun Buy Back Program. 
 
Chief Radzilowski voiced his disapproval in the way the Court Interim Director had handled the ruling 
regarding Club RJ’s. He stated there had been no due process to allow the police department and the 
Department of Business and Professional Regulations Division of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to 
attend the court hearing. He asked Mr. Lisch if the city could appeal this ruling which allowed the club 
to be reopened. 
 
Mr. Lisch stated he would look into the matter with the Court of Appeals. 
 
MOTION TO START THE APPEAL PROCESS OF THE CLUB RJ’S RULING BY THE COURT 
INTERIM DIRECTOR AND AUTHORIZING BILL LISCH TO REVIEW THE MATTER WAS MADE 
BY COUNCILMAN GALLO, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN BARNEBEY CARRIED 4-0 FOR 
APPROVAL. COUNCILMAN SMITH WAS ABSENT FROM THE CHAMBER. 
 
Claude Tankersley: Nothing to report. 
 
Tim Polk: Reiterated the availability of the Manatee County Neighborhood Services improvement grant. 
 
Bill Lisch: Read a letter that Mr. Polk had received from Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) regarding the   Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) Program. 
 
REQUEST BY MR. LISCH TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR POSTON TO WRITE A LETTER TO HUD 
REQUESTING THE ARRANGEMENT TO REDESIGNATE THE STATE TO ADMINISTER THE HOPWA 
PROGRAM ON BEHALF OF THE CITY. 
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE REQUEST AS RECOMMENDED BY BILL LISCH WAS MADE BY 
COUNCILMAN ROFF, SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN BARNEBEY AND CARRIED 4-0 FOR 
APPROVAL. COUNCILMAN SMITH WAS ABSENT FROM THE CHAMBER.    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record. An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for a fee 
upon request. 
 


