
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
September 23, 2004 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council convened in a special session in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 101 Old Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on September 23, 2004 at  
5:01 p.m. 

Present: Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo, Councilwoman Ward II Marianne Barnebey  
Vice Mayor and Councilwoman Ward III Michele Weaver, Councilman Ward IV Bemis 
Smith and Councilman Ward V James T. Golden. 

City Officials: Wayne Poston, Mayor, Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer, John 
Cumming, Public Works Director, Mark Souders, Fire Chief, Michael Radzilowski, Police 
Chief, Larry Frey, Planning Services Director and Dave Beauchamp, Administrative 
Services Director.  

Excused from the meeting: Staci Cross, Information Technology Director and Carolyn 
Moore, Human Resource Director. 

Press: Bradenton Herald and Manatee Herald Tribune. 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
 
SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE 2768       PUBLIC HEARING 
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2004, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2005, AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS ARISING FROM SAID LEVY; ALSO THE 
DISBURSEMENT OF CERTAIN OTHER FUNDS. 
 
Mr. Callahan gave a brief overview of the 2004-2005 budget process. He indicated that 
the tentative millage of 4.75 mills exceeded the rollback rate by 18.57% with the 
operating budget of 8.12% increase over the previous year’s budget. Mr. Callahan 
recommended approval of the millage rate to be set at 4.75. 
 
Public hearing opened requesting anyone to come forward in favor or opposition. 
 
Jan Heffington, 3930 Pinebrook Circle and Pinebrook Condominium Manager voiced 
her concern on various expenditures funded in the budget. 
 
Lengthy discussion: Expenditures, one-half cent sales tax (not passed), rise in employee 
benefits and funding projects. 
 
General discussion regarding low taxes for many years which had not allowed the City 
to grow and move forward in technology and many other areas needed to bring the city 
up to what it should be in this age and time.  
 
Public hearing closed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the ordinance to set the millage rate of 4.75 was made by 
Councilman Gallo/Vice Mayor Golden carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE        PUBLIC HEARING 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE BUDGET AND SETTING REVENUES AND MAKING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2004-2005, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the budget and setting the revenues for fiscal year 2004-
2005 was made by Councilman Gallo/Vice Mayor Golden carried 5-0 for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  6:00 p.m. by Mayor Poston. 
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio C.D. recording of the meeting is 
available upon request. 


