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 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
January 12, 2005 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, 101 Old Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on January 12, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Present: Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo, Councilwoman Ward II Marianne Barnebey, 
Councilwoman Ward III Michele Weaver, Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and 
Vice-Mayor and Councilman Ward V James T. Golden. 
 
City Officials: Wayne Poston, Mayor, Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer, John 
Cumming, Public Works Director, William Lisch, City Attorney, Mark Souders, Fire 
Chief, Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief, Larry Frey, Development Services Director, 
Staci Cross, Information Technology Director and Carolyn Moore, Human Resource 
Director. 
 
Press: Bradenton Herald and Herald-Tribune Manatee.   
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
Ecumenical invocation was led by Rev. Dr. Bill Grossman, Transitions Church and 
Support Group. 
Flag salute was led by Mayor Poston. 
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 15, 2004.  

Vice Mayor Golden stated he would abstain from voting as he was absent from the 
December 15, 2004 meeting. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the December 15, 2004 minutes was made by 
Councilwoman Weaver/Councilman Gallo and carried 3-0 for approval. Vice Mayor 
Golden abstained and Councilwoman Barnebey was absent from voting. 

 
 
 

FLORIDA ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION  
 
Proclaimed January 21, 2005 as Florida Arbor Day. 

 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES RECOGNITIONS 
 
Larry Frey announced that the Department of Development Services’ “Employee of the 
Year” was Cheryl Landers, Code Enforcement Officer.  
 
Larry Frey congratulated Rose Rome, Grants & Assistance Division, and Anthony 
Brondoni, Building Inspector, for their outstanding performance in 2004.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

PROCLAMATION: 

PRESENTATION: 
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PUBLIC WORKS RECOGNITIONS 

John Ormando announced the “Supervisor of the Quarter” as Ken Stephen, Water 
Reclamation Facility Superintendent; and the “Team of the Quarter” as the Electrical 
Department crew of Jim Snyder, Don Brunner, Mark Slentz, Robert Hall, Carl 
Shankweiler, and Lynn Meier, Supervisor. 
 
BRADENTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 2004 HURRICANE SEASON REPORT 

Chief Souders recognized Deputy Chief Chuck Edwards as the Deputy Chief of 
Operations and promoted Lieutenant David Ezell to the position of Deputy Chief of 
Administration. 
 
Chief Souders, assisted by Rebecca Pilsbury, Program Administrator, gave a PowerPoint 
presentation on the 2004 hurricane season.  
 
Chief Souders introduced and acknowledged the Special Ops team on their outstanding 
performance during the busy hurricane season. The Special Ops Team is composed of 
Lieutenant Dana Tindall, FF Jared Gould, FF/EMT Ed Corsino, FF/EMT Barry 
Cornelison, FF/Engineer Brian Knuckles, FF Jim Turner, Lieutenant Ernie Pena, 
and FF Tim Skinner. 
 
Mr. Callahan administered the Oath to any individuals who wished to speak during the 
citizen comments and public hearings. 

 
 
 

 
John Zackey, 2205 25th Avenue West, voiced his concerns regarding inappropriate 
activities that he had observed at a rental property across the street at 2206 25th 
Avenue West.  
 
Mayor Poston requested that the Police Department and Volker Reese, Code 
Enforcement Compliance Supervisor, contact Mr. Zackey to investigate this matter.  

 
 
 

 
Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I: Advised Councilman Smith, representative for the 
Farmer’s Market, that he had received complaints from citizens regarding the lack of 
parking for auditorium events that coincided on Saturdays when the Farmer’s Market 
was being held. Councilman Gallo asked if the market vendors would please not use the 
city parking lot to park their larger vehicles, including trailers. Councilman Smith 
stated he would address this issue with the Farmer’s Market Association and would 
suggest that the vendors park on the streets to the west of Old Main Street. 
 
Councilman Gallo voiced his concern that there was a problem with fences being 
installed in the front yards of homes in the Arbor Oaks subdivision. He requested that 
Larry Frey look into changing the code for fence placement. 
 
Discussion: Placing a land use change amendment that would set requirements with 
setbacks that would prohibit placing fences in the front yards of homes located on cul-
de-sacs.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS: 

COUNCIL REPORTS: 
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MOTION TO INSTRUCT Larry Frey to evaluate the fence code to include changing 
the fence regulation in the next land use regulation amendment was made by 
Councilman Gallo/Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
Councilman Gallo advised Chief Souders of possible problems in maintaining access for 
emergency vehicles on cul-de-sacs in the Arbor Oaks subdivision due to cars being 
parked on the street. 
  
Chief Souders stated that the city had jurisdiction in this area and that he would 
evaluate this problem. 
 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II: Encouraged everyone to attend and 
participate in the Manatee County Fair being held January 20 - 30, 2005. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that she had several complaints from residents in her 
ward regarding the ongoing problems with aging water lines. 
 
John Cumming stated there were many old cast iron water pipes throughout the city 
that needed to be replaced. He has been in the process of evaluating some of these 
pipes to establish those that needed to be replaced first. He stated he would do 
everything possible to correct this problem in her ward. 
 
Councilwoman Weaver, Ward III: Nothing to report. 
 
Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Announced that the new president of the 
Farmer’s Market was Jerry Russell. He stated that the market had made significant 
strides to improve the number and variety of vendors and to make it a friendlier 
atmosphere.  
 
Councilman Smith referred to the January 27, 2005 meeting at the Civic Center to 
discuss the Accord and the potential change of the charter. He stated that the real 
issues needed to be addressed pertaining to growth, of which the county already 
controlled 90%.  
 
Vice Mayor Golden, Ward V: Announced that there would be House of Representative 
Growth Management Meetings held throughout the state on different dates and 
encouraged the staff to attend one of them. 
 
Vice Mayor Golden announced that the Tampa Bay Regional Council meeting would be 
held on February 23, 2005 at the Manatee County Central Library to address the 
twenty-five year strategic regional policy plan for this area. 
 
He invited everyone to attend the Martin Luther King celebrations on January 17, 2005 
and urged everyone to support this day as a day of community service.  
 
Discussion: Grants assistance meeting to be held at the Manatee County Library on 
January 20, 2005. Grant applications were available in the Department of Development 
Services Department. 
 
Mayor Poston suggested that each of the Council look for various projects in their ward 
that could benefit using these grants.  
 
Arbor Day events would be observed at Love Park on January 21, 2005. 
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Vice Mayor Golden discussed the ongoing problem with a property owned by Richard 
Thomas located at 904 4th Street East. He referred to a memorandum which City 
Attorney Bill Lisch would be distributing in the near future regarding this issue. 
 
Discussion: A home located at 614 11th Avenue West to be preserved as a historical 
home.    
 
Larry Frey stated that there was an offer made to donate the home to the city providing 
that the city preserve it as a historical home. He stated that this would cost well over 
$100,000 and that the city did not have the means to accommodate this type of 
request. 
 
He stated that he was currently discussing this issue with Sherrod Halliburton of the 
Central Community Redevelopment Agency (CCRA) to consider utilizing the home as an 
office for the CCRA.  
 
He stated that he was preparing a plan that would address this type of request and 
would bring it forth at a future meeting. 
 
Discussion:  Boundaries of the CCRA. 
 
Vice Mayor Golden requested maximum lighting to be installed from First Street to 
Ninth Street West and Thirteenth Avenue to Ninth Avenue (aka Martin Luther King 
Street).  
 
John Cumming stated he had been replacing some of the old lights with newer, brighter 
lights and would do further study on more lighting in this area.  
 
Mayor Poston: Announced a meeting on January 20, 2005 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
at the Twin Dolphin Restaurant to discuss the Manatee Riverwalk and to establish the 
goals for 2005.  
 
Mayor Poston reiterated the January 27, 2005 meeting to discuss the Accord and 
potential change to government charter.  
 
He stated he would be meeting with Mayor Bustle of Palmetto, Manatee County 
Commissioner Joe McClash, and mediator Cliff Walters, and would report their findings 
at the January 27, 2005 meeting. 
 
Reported that the recent approval of the Council to purchase Jigg’s Landing for 
$100,000 was in discussion to donate the property adjacent to the landing to double 
the size of the park on the city’s reservoir.  
 

 
a) AX 04-0003 FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2773      
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, CERTAIN LAND 
CONTIGUOUS THERETO, LOCATED AT 5716 21ST AVENUE WEST AND LEGALLY 
DESCRIBED  
 
Mr. Callahan stated this ordinance was to correct a legal description error on Ordinance 
2767.  
 

7. BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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MOTION TO APPROVE the first reading and set the second reading and public 
hearing for February 9, 2005 was made by Councilman Gallo/Councilwoman 
Weaver carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
b) AB-04-0010 WARD 1 NEIGHBORHOOD 12.02 MM      PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of Kirit Patel, Agent for Beachway Plaza Shopping Center Shreyvan 
Investments, Inc, owner, for a 3-APS (package sales of beer, wine, and liquor) on the 
property located at 7318/7320 Manatee Ave West  (Zoned R1B) 
 
Public hearing opened requesting those in favor. 
 
Kirit Patel requested approval to open a liquor store in the Beachway Plaza.  
 
Discussion: Hours of operation, location in the plaza, and concerns that the back door 
was near a church. 
 
Those in opposition, hearing none, public hearing closed. 
 
Larry Frey gave the Department of Development Services staff report recommending 
approval of the request. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request for a liquor store in Beachway Plaza was made 
by Councilman Gallo/Councilwoman Weaver and carried 4-1 with Vice Mayor 
Golden in opposition. 
 
c) MA-04-0006  WARD 1 NEIGHBORHOOD 4.07 RS      PUBLIC HEARING 
Request of Paul Blackketter, Agent for Promenade Associates, L.P., owner, for a major 
amendment to a Planned Development Project to construct a 5,000 square foot building 
as an out-parcel at Northwest Promenade located at 6701 Manatee Ave W. (Zoned PDP) 
 
Public hearing opened those in opposition. 
 
Paul Blackketter gave a brief report with renderings to upgrade the out-parcel where 
Checkers previously was located at the Northwest Promenade. 
 
Those in opposition, hearing none, public hearing closed. 
 
Larry Frey gave the Department of Development Services staff report and stated that the 
staff and the Planning Commission recommended approval of the request with four 
stipulations. They were as followed: 
 

1. Prior to permitting, provide a foundation landscaping plan that met the 
approval of the Department of Development Services staff. 

 2. All existing landscaping in poor condition would be replaced. 
 3. Modify the dumpster locations to meet Public Works’ specifications. 
 4. Relocate the water meter and backflow preventer to the point of connection. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE request MA-04-0006 as recommended by the Department of 
Development Services staff and Planning Commission with four stipulations was 
made by Councilman Gallo/Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
d) SECOND READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2772      PUBLIC HEARING 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6-4, CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
BRADENTON, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE CONSUMPTION AND POSSESSION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN CERTAIN PUBLIC AREAS BY PROHIBITING THE 
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POSSESSION OF OPEN CONTAINERS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN A ONE 
BLOCK AREA ON EITHER SIDE OF 14TH STREET WEST BEGINNING AT THE SOUTH 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF MANATEE AVENUE WEST AND EXTENDING SOUTH TO THE 
CITY LIMITS; PROVIDING FOR EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Public hearing was opened, those wishing to comment on this issue, hearing none. 
 
Bill Lisch stated he would like to review a county court case in Jacksonville which had 
been overturned that referred to a countywide open container law. 
 
He requested time to study this Jacksonville ordinance and the court ruling prior to 
approving this ordinance and suggested to continue this ordinance to January 26, 
2005. 
 
Discussion: To make the alcohol ban a citywide ban.   
 
MOTION TO APPROVE to continue Ordinance 2772 to January 26, 2005 was made 
by Councilwoman Weaver/Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 5-0 for approval. 

 
a) RESOLUTION 05-01 
A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING WALTER STERN TO THE PERSONNEL MERIT BOARD 
FOR THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AND DEFINING HIS TERM. 
 
Discussion: Vice Mayor Golden and Councilwoman Barnebey requested the following:  A 
list of board vacancies, term that each member had served, how the member was 
selected to serve, the diversity of each member (i.e. gender, race, ward), and city 
residency status. 
  
MOTION TO APPROVE Resolution 05-01 was made by Councilwoman 
Weaver/Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for approval.  
 

------------------------------------------ 
 
b) A REQUEST from Family Resources to hold the “Run For Runaways 5k Run” on 
Saturday, March 19, 2005 with the start/finish on Barcarrota Boulevard. 
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request from Family Resources was made by 
Councilwoman Barnebey/Councilman Gallo and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 
c) A REQUEST from the American Cancer Society - Manatee County Unit to lease 
McKechnie Field for the “Greater Bradenton Relay for Life” on Friday, April 15, 
2005 and Saturday, April 16, 2005. 
 
Mr. Callahan explained that the event would be an overnight camping experience 
featuring various activities and special cancer survivor speakers.   
 
Discussion: Insurance was required in the contract. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL: 
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MOTION TO APPROVE the request from American Cancer Society was made by 
Councilwoman Weaver/Councilwoman Barnebey  and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
d) A REQUEST from Larry Hibbs to hold a “Crop Walk” on February 27, 2005 in 
Rossi Park to raise awareness and money for hunger locally and around the world.  
 
Discussion: Current construction in the southern area with parking available on the 
east end of the park. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request for a Crop Walk was made by Councilwoman 
Barnebey/Councilwoman Weaver and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
e) A REQUEST from Lance Hubschmitt to hold a car show for antique and classic 
cars every fourth Thursday of the month beginning January 27,  2005 on Old Main 
Street. 
 
Mr. Callahan stated that the applicant said he could not afford the insurance required 
to hold downtown events. The applicant further stated that he was not a non-profit 
organization but did the car shows to raise funds for non-profit organizations.  Due to 
that fact, he requested to be allowed to pay the lower public event fee set for non-profit 
organizations.  
 
Mr. Callahan recommended approval of the request providing that the applicant provide 
insurance as the city did not wish to set precedence by waiving the insurance 
requirements.  Since he was not a non-profit organization, the applicant was to pay the 
regular commercial fee.  
 
Discussion: Low attendance at the car shows, cost of insurance, and the commitment to 
tie up Old Main Street every fourth Thursday for a whole year. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request by Lance Hubschmitt as recommended by Mr. 
Callahan that the applicant provide insurance, pay the commercial fee for the 
next two months, and that the clerk would monitor the event and report back to 
the Council of his findings was made by Councilwoman Barnebey/Councilman 
Gallo and carried 5-0 for approval.  
 
f) WARD I ELECTIONS POLLING LOCATION 
 
REQUEST BY Mr. Callahan to change the polling location in Ward I from the Village 
Green Golf Course Clubhouse to the First Church of the Nazarene on 17th Avenue and 
59th Street West.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request to relocate the polling location from Village 
Green to the First Church of the Nazarene on 17th Avenue and 59th Street West 
was made by Councilman Gallo/Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 5-0 for 
approval. 
 
Addition: RESOLUTION 05-02 
 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING CHRIS PENNEWILL AND NICK V. ELLIS JR. TO THE 
GRANTS AND ASSISTANCE COMMUNITY RELATIONS BOARD FOR THE CITY OF 
BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AND DEFINING THEIR TERM. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE Resolution 05-02 was made by Councilman Smith/Vice 
Mayor Golden and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
Larry Frey 
 
DEMOLITION AT 1613 TWELFTH AVENUE WEST 
 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL by Mr. Frey to demolish a structure located at 1613 
Twelfth Avenue West through the CDBG demolition fund.  
 
He stated the house had recently burned to the ground and that the fire department 
and building officials had inspected the house and deemed the house unsafe.  
 
He stated the Department of Development Services staff recommended approval of the 
demolition to rid the neighborhood of this nuisance and public safety problem. 
 
Volker Reiss, Compliance Supervisor Code Enforcement Division, stated that on 
September 9, 2004 a certified letter was sent to the property owner which came back 
unclaimed. He stated that a legal advertisement had also been done along with notices 
posted in City Hall.  
 
Mr. Reese stated that from the front of the house the structure showed no damage, but 
from the rear of the house extensive damage was visible.  
 
He stated he also had safety concerns regarding the unprotected pool as the cage was 
severely damaged.  
 
Bill Lisch requested anyone who would like to speak on this issue to please come 
forward. No one responded. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the request by Volker Reese was made by Councilwoman 
Weaver/Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
Carolyn Moore 
 
DRUG FREE WORKPLACE POLICY AND EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK 
 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL by Carolyn Moore, Human Resource Director, for the 
adoption of a revised Drug Free Workplace Policy and the City of Bradenton Employee 
Handbook.  
 
Mrs. Moore stated that the revision had been a group effort by Bill Lisch, City Attorney, 
Debbie Brown of Thompson Sizemore and Gonzales, Mayor Poston, the Department 
Heads, and the City Council.  
 
Discussion: Determination of distinguishing certain offenses. 
 
Further discussion: Medical records are not public records and are kept under lock and 
key in an area separate from personnel files. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the Drug Free Workplace Policy and Employee Handbook as 
requested by Carolyn Moore was made by Councilman Gallo/Councilwoman 
Barnebey and carried 5-0 for approval. 
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Carl Callahan: Nothing to report. 
 
Chief Souders: Nothing to report. 
 
Staci Cross: Reported that the Bradenton Police Department phone system had 
collapsed, and that she was working on replacing the old system with a new system. 
She said the biggest change would be in replacing the existing phone numbers with new 
numbers. 
 
She stated that when funds would allow, the city could have one integrated system to 
replace and upgrade all of the current phone systems. 
 
Lengthy discussion: The functions of the new phone system. 
 
Ms. Cross stated that the Bradenton Police Department had outsourced the parking 
violation ticketing and that the payments were sent electronically directly to that 
company. There was now also a link on the City’s website to enable people to pay their 
parking tickets directly. 
 
Ms. Cross reported that utility billing was scheduled to go online the first of March, 
2005. 
 
Ms. Cross stated that Major Tokajer, the fire department deputy chiefs, and she were 
scheduled to tour the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) to look at their police 
system which would replace CPLIMS. 
 
Discussion: Feasibility and functions of the MCSO system.  
 
Chief Radzilowski: Sadly reported that Deputy Chief Watkins took ill this past 
weekend and was in the hospital. He asked that everyone keep Deputy Chief Watkins in 
their prayers and thoughts. 
 
Chief Radzilowski stated that the parking situation downtown appeared to be going well 
and working fine with available parking. He reported that the department had sold more 
parking permits this past month than had been sold in all of 2004. 
 
He stated that there had been no more than the usual complaints regarding parking 
tickets and no complaints from downtown businesses regarding negative impact on 
their business due to the $25.00 parking fee increase. 
 
Vice Mayor Golden voiced his concern regarding the use of Tasers in the department.   
 
Chief Radzilowski stated he would share a video and information regarding the use of 
Tasers.  
 
John Cumming: Reported on problems contacting CSX regarding the repairs on the 
railroad crossing on Ninth Avenue.  
 
He stated that CSX would be returning a deposit of $24,000 from the Third Avenue 
Extension railroad crossing. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 
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Mr. Cumming reported that on January 11, 2005 the Manatee County Commissioners 
made several decisions that affected the City of Bradenton. They are as followed:  
 
He stated that the Commissioners approved the plans to install signals at the 
intersection at 43rd Street West and Southern Parkway.  
 
He stated that the Commissioners also approved plans to begin construction next year 
at the intersection of Cortez Road and 43rd Street for general intersection improvements 
and signal lights. 
 
He stated that the Commissioners voiced their concern regarding the Florida 
Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) request for a safety modification to close some 
medians along Cortez Road from 28th Street West to 59th Street West.  
 
He stated that the Commissioners requested a study regarding this modification issue 
and how such a modification would affect businesses along Cortez Road. He stated that 
the County would be contacting the City to see if anyone would be interested in taking a 
field trip to explore the concerns of this issue. 
 
He stated he would be putting together a schedule of trash, garbage, and recycle 
pickups relating to the 2005 holidays. 
 
Larry Frey: Stated in February he would be bringing forth a request to change the 
name of 14th Street to the historic name of “Tamiami Trail.” 
 
He invited everyone who was interested in the renaming of 14th Street to Tamiami Trail 
to attend a very important “Kick Off” meeting to be held on January 18, 2005 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. at Westminster Manor.  
 
Bill Lisch: Nothing to report. 
 
Carolyn Moore: Reported that she would provide a manual to the Council regarding the 
upcoming management and employee development training sessions slated to begin on 
January 20, 2005.  
 

 
 

 
There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 11:40 a.m. 
 
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record.  An audio CD recording of the meeting is available 
upon request. 

ADJOURNMENT: 


