City of
Bradenton
Recreation and
Open Space
Element

INTRODUCTION

Bradenton has been a mature and nearly
built-out City for some time. Much of its
residential growth occurred in the 1970’s
through the 1980’s; however, a significant
part of the newer development consists of
planned residential developments which
provide some if not all of the recreational
needs of their residents. The demand for
outdoor recreation and open space continues
to be a challenging issue faced by local
government. Changing population and
demographic trends present a shifting
demand for a wide variety of recreational
activities. As Bradenton’s population grows
and changes it is important the quality of
existing facilities improves as well as
increasing the amounts of recreation and
open space to meet the needs of the entire
community.
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Goals,
Objectives and
Policies

The purpose of this element is to provide
guidance for appropriate plans and policies
needed to meet identified or projected needs
for park lands and open space areas. This
Chapter (element) is based upon the data and
analysis presented in the supporting Data
Inventory and Analysis document of The
Bradenton  Comprehensive  Plan.  The
Recreation and Open Space Element is the
means for maintaining and providing
adequate park, open space and recreational
facilities  for Bradenton's current and
anticipated population. The quality of life and
value of property for Bradenton residents is
influenced by park and open space areas
providing visual and aesthetic relief, plus the
availability of a full range of recreational
activities. Park types referenced within this
Chapter (i.e., neighborhood park, garden
plaza, special purpose parks, etc.) shall follow
the general definitions and purpose described

within Chapter’s of the Data Inventory and
Analysis supporting document.

GOAL1 ADEQUATE RECREATION AND
OPEN SPACE

Preserve, maintain and enhance a quality
system of parks, open space and recreational
facilities which satisfy the needs of all
segments of Bradenton’s population.

Objective 1.1 PROVISION OF PARK LAND

The City of Bradenton shall assure that
appropriate amounts of parkland and open
space will be available to meet the standards
of this plan.

Policy 1.1.1 Public/Semi-Public Park

Map

The map entitled “Public Parks” is hereby
adopted and parks numbered 1 - 26 shall be
considered public parks under this objective.
A map entitled “Semi-Public Parks” is hereby
adopted and parks numbered 1 - 9 shall be
considered as supplemental City recreational
facilities.

Policy 1.1.2 Park and Open Space

Inventory

The City shall develop and maintain an
inventory of parks, public open space and
facilities.

Provide Minimum LOS of
One (1) Acre of Parkland
per 500 Residents

Policy 1.1.3

The City shall provide a minimum of one (1)
acre of Neighborhood Park per 500 people as
the level of service standard for recreation.
For the purpose of calculating this level of
service both “open space” and “urban open
space” shall be used. “Open space “shall be
defined as publicly or privately owned
passive or active recreational land found
within the public realm. “Urban open space
shall be defined as publicly or privately
owned passive and/or active recreational
space and can include garden plazas, plazas,
sculpture gardens and roadway landscaped

areas
Policy 1.1.4 Mixed-Use Development

For mixed-use development which has ten
(10) residential units or greater, a dedication
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or provision of land is to be set aside for park
and open space requirements. Such land shall
be equal to a pro rata share of 1 acres of
parkland per 500 residents. When not
feasible in whole or part, a proportionate fair
share fee shall be paid to accomplish this
policy. Such proportionate fair share and
dedication of land shall be guaranteed in a
development agreement.

Policy 1.1.5 New Single-Family
Subdivisions

New residential subdivisions shall include
areas in the form of neighborhood parks for
its residents (Any park improvement shall be
credited towards park impact fees.). Where
the number of units is insufficient to support
an on-site park within the residential
development, recreation impact fees shall be
paid to the City to accommodate a fair-share
impact that new residents will place on park
land and park facilities.
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Objective 1.2 PROVISION OF

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

Provision of neighborhood parks located
within walking distance of population served
and having adequate acreage, facilities,
public accessibility and public safety for the
size and type of population served.

Policy 1.2.1 Neighborhood Park

The City shall strive to provide sufficient
recreational space within reach of the service
populations. A neighborhood park shall be
defined as a parcel of land of a half-acre or
more located within a half-mile of the
population served and having the following
minimum improvements: benches, trees,
open or grassy areas and play or exercise
facilities geared to the type of populations
served.

Policy 1.2.2 Neighborhood Park —

Acquisition

By 2010 develop a process and procedure for
acquiring and developing neighborhood
parks in those areas identified in this plan as
not being served by neighborhood parks or
an equivalent facility with priority given to
areas A and B. These areas are as follows:

A. Between Manatee Ave. and 13"
Ave. E. and 1°' and 9" St. E.

B. Between 17" Ave. and south City
limit and between 1% and 9" St. W.

Figure 1: Glazier Gates Park

Policy 1.2.3 Joint Community Park with

Manatee County

The City will continue to coordinate with
Manatee County regarding the joint
expansion and improvement in the
development of the Norma Lloyd community
park to be accessed by citizens from the City
and County.

Policy 1.2.4 Lands Proposed of

Annexation

As part of any annexation study to be
performed in consideration of an annexation,
the City shall analyze: (i) how the level of
service for Public Park and Public Open Space
would be impacted upon annexation; (ii)
whether there are opportunities in an
annexation for increasing the amount of land
devoted to Public Land and Public Open
Space; (iii) the gross additional cost to the
City in terms of the impact of the annexation
on the recreation facilities of the City; and
(iv) the additional revenues, if any, that may
be available to the City as a result of the
annexation, that could be utilized for park
land and park facilities.

Policy 1.2.5 Parks Master Plan

The City will initiate, by 2010, an overall Park
Master Plan and strive to implement that
improvement program as may be adopted by
City Council.
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Objective 1.3 PUBLIC ACCESS TO CREEKS,

RIVERS AND BAY

Reasonable access to creek, river and bay
waters and shorelines shall be afforded to
Bradenton residents in a manner that
protects water quality and natural habitats
that maintains their recreation and open
space value.

Policy 1.3.1 Public Access to Creeks,

Rivers and Bay

The City shall continue to provide access to
and enhance usability of rivers through the
provision and maintenance of public piers
and/or boat ramps, and benches on the
Manatee and/or Braden Rivers, and Palma
Sola Bay; the City will continue to examine
opportunities for providing public access to
Wares Creek through land acquisition, grant
funding or developer agreement.

Policy 1.3.2 Undeveloped Open Space
at Creek, River and Bay

Fronts

As part of the City’s Park Master Plan (Policy
1.2.6), the City will evaluate City-owned

undeveloped open-space located along
creek, river and bay shoreline for potential
improvements that may create safe access to
waterfront areas for the public.

Policy 1.3.3 Maintain Creek, River and

Bay Access

The City shall maintain physical points of
public access to the Manatee and/or
Bradenton Rivers and Palma Sola Bay; the
City shall maintain the recreational facilities
at these public access points to insure the
continued access to and enjoyment of, the
rivers of the City by non-riverfront property
owners.

Figure 2: Bradenton Waterfront Park
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OBJECTIVE 1.4 INTEGRATION OF
NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN
WITH PARKS AND OPEN
SPACE

Neighborhoods shall be planned, designed
and redeveloped with parks and open space
that provide
opportunities to nearby residents.

available recreation

Policy 1.4.1 Park Accessibility to

Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods shall be planned with park
lands and open spaces intermixed with
residential development and accessible
within walking distance to residents. Park
land within neighborhoods shall be designed
to foster opportunities for social interaction
and shall serve as a focal point for the
surrounding area.

Policy 1.4.2 Distribution of Park Land

The City, where feasible, shall emphasize
future park acquisitions that equitably
distribute park land throughout the City.

City of Beadenton.

Figure 3: 1st Street Mini Park

Adopted September 23, 2009 |

Page ROS-7
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OBJECTIVE 1.5 STREETSCAPE AND
LANDSCAPE PROVISIONS

Streetscape and Landscape areas shall be
incorporated into the site design of public
and private properties according to the
following policies:

Policy 1.5.1 Open Space along
Riverfront Areas

Development, except for single-family lots,

shall be setback from river and bay fronts to
create open space areas along the shoreline. Figure 4: Downtown Bradenton
The Land Use Regulations adopted pursuant
to this plan will establish setback and

development requirements.

Policy 1.5.2 Promote Access to City’s
Water Bodies

The City shall maintain or expand the physical
points of access to creeks, rivers and bay
within the City’s boundaries and maintain
and expand the recreational facilities

including boat ramps, parking, etc. at the
public access points. Figure 5: Downtown Bradenton

Adopted September 23,2009 | Page ROS-8
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OBJECTIVE 1.6 PRESERVATION OF PARK
LANDS AND OPEN SPACE

The City of Bradenton will not divert existing
park land to other non-park, non-recreational
or non-cultural uses except in cases of
overriding public interest.

Policy 1.6.1 Public Land Change of Use

A majority plus one vote of the City Council is
required to convert publicly-owned park land
to other uses. If the park land change of use
is incorporated into a redevelopment plan or
neighborhood plan that identifies equivalent
new parks or park site relocation, the change
of use can be approved by majority vote of
the City Council subject to:

1. Approval of the redevelopment plan
or neighborhood plan by City
Council at an advertised public
hearing;

2. The neighborhood plan or
redevelopment plan identifies a site
or sites for new park land (equal or
greater in area) to replace that
which will be lost;

3. Funding has been identified and
programmed for the acquisition of
new property, or land will be
obtained through a development
agreement with property
owner/development applicant
sponsoring a redevelopment plan;
and

4. No federal funds were used to
acquire, expand and/or improve said
land.

Policy 1.6.2 Park Acreage Level of

Service

The City may enter into contractual use
agreements with the School Board, Y. M. C.
A. or other non-profit that would provide for
land and/or recreation facilities, not owned
by the City, to be counted toward meeting
the City park acreage level of service
standard; however, these land and/or
recreation facilities shall not be more than
fifteen (15) percent of park acreage needed
to meet the City’s park acreage level of
service standard.

Policy 1.6.3 Maintenance of Existing
Recreation Land and

Facilities

The City shall maintain existing park lands
through the use of proper management. The
City shall assure the park lands are well
managed and well maintained, designed to
promote public safety and to discourage
crime and accessible for park users.
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OBJECTIVE 1.7 PROVISION OF
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

The City of Bradenton shall assure that
appropriate  recreational facilities are
available and usable by the public, including
disabled residents, so as to meet the
standards of this plan.

Policy 1.7.1 Public Use of Non-City
Recreation Facilities

The City shall continue to work with the
Manatee County School Board, Y.M.C.A,
non-profit agencies and the private sector to

provide cooperative agreements, whether Figure 6: Norma Lloyd Park
formal or informal, for the availability of
indoor and outdoor recreational facilities for
the residents.

Policy 1.7.2 Recreation Facilities
Consistent with Local
Recreation Demands

To assure that City parks provide services
desired by park users, the City as part of the
City Park Master Plan (Policy 1.2.6), shall
include a survey of residents of an analysis of

recreation demands and trends to determine
the recreation facilities most desired by City Figure17: 17" Avenue Park
residents.

Adopted September 23,2009 | Page ROS-10
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OBJECTIVE1.8 PARK AND RECREATION
FUNDING

The City of Bradenton may develop new
funding sources for the acquisition,
expansion and improvement of park land and
facilities.

Policy 1.8.1 Recreation Impact Fee

The City shall continue to implement a park
and recreation impact fee that will require all
new development (including redevelopment
if developed to a higher density or square
footage) pay its fair-share in the cost to
acquire new park and park facilities.

Policy 1.8.2 Land Use Regulations
Consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan

The City’s Land Use Regulations in
conjunction with the City of Bradenton
Comprehensive  Plan require that all
development/redevelopment include park
land and park amenities consistent with
concurrency management level-of-service
standards.

Policy 1.8.3 Coordination with State
and Regional Land

Acquisition Programs

The City shall annually coordinate with local,
state and federal agencies regarding the
availability of grant funds for open space and
recreation land purchases within or adjacent
to the City of Bradenton.
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OBJECTIVE1.9 INTERCONNECT PARK
SYSTEM

The City shall strive to provide a parks and
open space system interconnected by
pedestrian, bicycle and transit.

Policy 1.9.1 Transit Connection

Continue to support and encourage the
Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) to link
major residential developments with open
spaces and recreational facilities.

Policy 1.9.2 Walkway/Bike path

Continue  to maintain the public
walkway/bike path from 15" Street West to
6" Street East; as part of the City’s Master
Park Plan (Policy 1.2.6) existing and potential
public walkways/bike paths interconnecting
parks and public places shall be included as a
component of the Park Master Plan.

Policy 1.9.3 Green Ways and Blue Ways

As part of the City Park Master Plan (Policy
1.2.6) the City will identify and map existing
and potential Green Ways and Blue Ways and
their interconnection with City Parks by 2013.

Policy 1.9.4 Coordination with

Transportation Element

Bicycle and pedestrian system plans
promoted in the Transportation Element
shall be coordinated with the objectives and
policies of the Recreation and Open Space
Element.
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Appendix

MAP ROS — 1 PUBLIC PARKS

MAP ROS — 2 SEMI-PUBLIC PARKS

Adopted September 23,2009 | Page ROS-13



uojuspelq jo AyD :2aunos

SyIEd 31qnd T — SOY dey

g jeang Wz 24
g Baa Bz et
i g 19¥a0d SUREUEH BT — Prp———— |
00v6°CEE’ LPE S v e e m— i SnuaaY UL DL [

.

S0ZPE BPMOIL ‘UOIUBPERIE || o, yape g R ey i (S SUROA &
j924S UIBIN PIO LOL e == wibnig plbier i wed i 8 B
juawdojaeaaq Aunuuosn pue Buluueld jo yjuswnedag @ = i NNy oy oweneE yed uegey 2
| NG SRSt B BUG I BN W Ui 2
NOLNIAVYNE 40 ALID e e ot spyai s e oy S
IR PG UNSD) ISR SRS wekutc e g weieL 2

i S GRVBURIET |Q ISQUIBYD iEd el £

= —_— G i enBeon iy dug eel 4T
Sl Rl _n‘:_......:_.i_z duenuog pua wieg Asmasnes ses wwEg 9 I
oy it AUMSERES BIOE SUivd 'S [

| ==

800Z ‘€0 Jaquaides ANELO ag SBursls we £l [ A
juswdojasaq funwwon g Bujuueld jo juswpedeq I7vos iy 109 seAR UBpEIAeAY saEuEn ¢ 00

ucuepeg 16 A5 aul Aq paiedaig o i ueluBPRIE s8I T
wing Awia 1o 7 [N
i pAr wusony y [
AWVN HHVe
SMHVL OMBNd NOLNIAYEE 40 ALID
st aua [

gy ppos e
L

SHM¥Vd dInand

1uawa|] s2eds uadQ pue uonea13Y | ue|d aAIsuayaLdwo) uojuspelg jo AlD




uojuapelg jo Al :924Nn05

SE3IY UDIIES109Y d1|gNd-1tas 1z — S0y dejy

|ooysg Aiejuawsg pugiasep, -
— 1oouas appiv 66ng -

S0Z¥E BpHO|d ‘uciuspeig |o0U0g AJBIUBLIA|T BZ85IqEeS

uojuapesq
19ans uteiy PIO LOL - e F
juswdojanag Munwwog pue Buluueld jo juswpedag @ e {ooyag Alejuawaig auld
NOLNIAVHE 40 ALID =% i |ooyos Aeuatuala Apoopy

loouas uBiy saeuE
jooyog Alejuswalg saleusy |

|jooyos Aejuswia|l JaIN o aIssar
joouos Algjuawaig plepeg (L I

SN U0 I

6002 €0 Jequajdes
uowidoIoASq AUniiiLGS 2 BuILBIA Jo JusunIedeq e FWYN ALMIOVE
SR e S R LV SMHVYd OIMENd -IINSS NOLNIAVHE 40 ALID
suwm Ao [
puaba

Vg wpos: oy

a°

PTICIN

SMAVd JINgnd-lIIN3sS

1uawWa|3 aceds uadp pue uoneanay | ue|d aasuayaldwo) uoluapelg jo Ay





