City of
Bradenton
Historic
Preservation
Element

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Historic Preservation
Element for the City of Bradenton is to
provide a plan for the preservation of the City
of Bradenton’s historic resources, including
historically, architecturally, and
archaeologically significant sites. Since the
establishment of the Historic Preservation
Element in 1986, the City of Bradenton has
accomplished much to increase awareness of
the city’s historical resources, and has
ensured their identification, evaluation, and
protection.
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Goals,
Objectives, and
Policies

GOAL1 IDENTIFY, PRESERVE, PROMOTE

To identify, preserve, and promote the City of
Bradenton's architectural, archeological, and
cultural heritage as part of the effort to
redevelop established areas of the City.

Objective 1.1 Identification

City of Bradenton shall work in collaboration
with the Architectural Review Board and
other local agencies to identify and
document historic resources on both public
and private lands.

Policy 1.1.1 Identify

Continue an ongoing comprehensive survey
of all cultural, historic, architectural, and
archaeological resources of the City of
Bradenton.

Policy 1.1.2

Continue to undertake the review and
analysis of the Florida Master Site Files of
properties located within the City of
Bradenton to assess their historic
significance.

Policy 1.1.3

Continue to work in collaboration with
Manatee County and the State of Florida to
maintain an inventory of all historic
landmarks in the City of Bradenton.

Policy 1.1.4

Consider the creation of a local historic
resources list

Policy 1.1.5

Continue to identify and designate any
possible historic districts in areas of collective
historic resources deemed to have high
degree of significance, based on the City’s
evaluation process.

Policy 1.1.6

Continue to seek funding for comprehensive
surveys to identify and research structures,
sites, districts, and archaeological objects
significant to the history of the City of
Bradenton.

Policy 1.1.7

Encourage nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places and/or Florida
Master Site Files of eligible publicly and
privately owned archaeological and historical
resources within the City of Bradenton by
providing assistance to the owners in the
nomination process.

Policy 1.2.1 Evaluate

Pursue the creation of standards and process
to evaluate historic structures and sites.

Policy 1.2.2

The City of Bradenton shall consider the
nomination process to be based on the
cultural, historic, architectural, and
archaeological value (to include context with
adjacent structures or districts).
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Policy 1.2.3

The City of Bradenton shall consider the
evaluation process should be based on the
existing structural integrity of the building
and the level of hazard involved in the
potential rehabilitation or renovation.

Policy 1.3.1 Document

Work to maintain and update a comprehensive
inventory of all historic structures, architecture,
districts, archeological objects and places that are
significant to local, state, or national history
according to set criteria.

Policy 1.3.2

Maintain locally ordinanced historic districts for the
purpose of making district properties eligible for
federal income tax credits or other financial
incentives as they become available.

Policy 1.3.2

Support nominations to the National Register of
Historic Places of the City's Historical District as
well as private properties when requested by the
property owner.

Policy 1.3.3

Support nominations to the National Register of
Historic Places of the City's Historical District as
well as private properties when requested by the
property owner.
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Objective 2.1 Preservation

Encourage  the  protection,  conservation,
rehabilitation, and adaptive reuse of significant
historic resources in the City of Bradenton.

Policy 2.1.1 Administrative Review

Review all requests for additions, alterations,
rehabilitation, and demolition of historically
significant structures within historic districts or
neighborhoods to ensure such activities are
compatible with the continued historic viability of
the area.

Policy 2.1.2

Develop standards for the review of demolition,
rehabilitation, renovation, alteration, and new
construction in historic districts.

Policy 2.1.3

Encourage additions, alterations, and rehabilitation
that are sensitive to historically significant
structures whenever possible.

Policy 2.1.4

Encourage other governmental agencies to
consider historic and architectural value
when taking actions affecting such properties
in Bradenton and to modify their actions as

to enhance rather than detract from these
resources.

Policy 2.1.5

Encourage the Community Redevelopment
Agencies to work toward enhancement of
the historic and architectural resources in
their area and to minimize the adverse
effects revitalization programs may have on
such resources.

Policy 2.1.6

Prohibit demolition of structures contributing
to historic districts and neighborhoods,
except in cases where preservation and/ or
rehabilitation efforts have been thoroughly
explored and all alternatives to demolition
are not found to be economically feasible.

Policy 2.1.7

Consider a requirement that all land
development applications requiring site plan,
or subdivision plat review, address the
potential occurrence of historical and

archaeological resources discovered within
property boundaries

Policy 2.1.8

Consider a requirement for temporary
suspension of land development, when sites
of potential archaeological or historic
significance are discovered. Where such
resources are deemed significant, require the
implementation of appropriate action to
preserve the value of these resources.

Policy 2.1.9

Continue to review and recommend
amendments to city regulations in order to
remove obstacles to the rehabilitation of
qualified historic structures and urge their
continued use or adaptive reuse.

Policy 2.2.1 Design & Review Standards

Consider the creation of a Pattern Book to
demonstrate  appropriate  development
patterns in existing historic neighborhoods

Policy 2.2.2

Allow exemptions from the Seuthern—Standard
Florida Building Code in cases where strict
compliance to the code would interfere with historic
rehabilitation in compliance with official guidelines,
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provided that the exemption does not endanger
public health or safety.

Policy 2.2.3

Consider the review and updating of existing
development standards for downtown historic
district.

Policy 2.2.4

Consider the development of a historic
preservation ordinance which will provide specific
criteria  designed to protect the historic and
archaeological resources of the City of Bradenton.
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Objective 3.1 Promotion

Establish and expand educational and public
information programs to promote historic resources
and their importance to the community.

Policy 3.1.1 Accessibility

Make available to the public the results of the
ongoing comprehensive survey.

Policy 3.1.1

Consider the improvement of accessibility by the
public to  historical records to promote
responsiveness to information requests, public
education, and efficiency in reviewing development
applications.

Policy 3.1.2

Consider the improvement of accessibility by the
public to  historical records to promote
responsiveness to information requests, public
education, and efficiency in reviewing development
applications.

Policy 3.1.3

The City of Bradenton shall make all maps or
graphics, which involve cultural, historic,

architectural or archaeological resources available
to the public.

Policy 3.1.4

Assist local historic preservation organizations with
technical information and available funding
opportunities from federal, state, and private
resources for historic preservation purposes.

Policy 3.2.1 Education

Promote the educational, cultural, and recreational
value of locally designated historic resources by
distribution of public information on these passive
recreational resources.

Policy 3.2.2

Disseminate  information on the historic-
architectural resources of the community and of
the incentives for preservation and restoration of
these resources.

Policy 3.2.3

Develop jointly with the Manatee County Historical
Commission, and/ or other agencies, & publications
concerning the historic resources of Bradenton, the
advantages of preservation, and sources of
information on rehabilitation methods.

Policy 3.2.4

Encourage private property owners of historically
significant structures to receive recognition of
historic significance from the state.

Policy 3.3.1 Incentives

Distribute information through the Community
Redevelopment Agency (Downtown Development
Authority) to inform property owners of tax
incentives for historic structure rehabilitation as
part of their redevelopment programs.

Policy 3.3.2

Promote and ensure compliance with the recently
adopted Historical Preservation Property Tax
Exemption Ordinance of the City of Bradenton.

Policy 3.3.3

Keep abreast of federal and state programs, which
encourage preservation and restoration, and take
advantage of these programs when applicable.

Policy 3.3.4

Work with the Community Redevelopment Agency
to administer programs which provide incentives
for preservation, restoration, or enhancement of
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the historic districts or recognized historic buildings
and sites.

Policy 3.3.5

Consider obtaining Certified Local Government
designation by the Florida Department of State,
Division of Historic Resources.
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