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The City of Bradenton Water Treatment Plant is a surface/groundwater facility. The primary source of water is the Bill 
Evers Reservoir. Groundwater is used in emergency situations. The reservoir is located in eastern Manatee County, just 
south of SR 70 and west of I-75. The reservoir holds approximately 1.5 billion gallons. The reservoir covers almost 350 
acres and is fed by the Braden River Watershed which occupies roughly 70 square miles. 
 
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) of 1974 set monitoring requirements for drinking water treatment plants. The 
amendments of 1986 were implemented to further improve the quality of our drinking water. The Safe Drinking Water 
Act requires water treatment facilities to provide consumers with annual water quality reports. Each contaminant is 
monitored on a different schedule which is determined by several factors; the population served violation status, health 
risks, etc. 
 
Enclosed is information about your source water and analysis results. The report is compiled using compliance data 
from the 2005 reporting period. Analyses were performed by our lab and subcontracted labs, all of which are state-
certified. Each water treatment facility is required to perform daily, monthly, quarterly, bi-annual and/or annual analyses 
according to a schedule set forth by the state. Violations are reported to the state and appropriate notice given via local 
news stations and news publications. 
 
Apartments, condominiums, mobile home parks and living facilities which provide water for their tenants through a 
master meter should place this report in a visible area accessible to all residents. Information on how to obtain additional 
copies of this brochure, if available, may be obtained by contacting the City of Bradenton Water Treatment Plant at 727-
6363. If you have any questions about the content of this report, please call 727-6363. This report was prepared by 
Cynthia W. Martin, Laboratory Supervisor. 
 
The sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and 
wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, 
in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human 
activity.   
 
Each contaminant has a certain amount (or range) which is allowed to be present in drinking water. These standards are 
set by the Environmental Protection Agency. Very few of the contaminants are detected in your water. For those 
contaminants that were detected during 2005, the maximum amount detected, as well as the maximum amount allowed 
are given in the enclosed table. 
 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in 
water provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must 
provide the same protection for public health. Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to 
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling 
the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone transplants, 
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from 
infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 
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Microbiological Frequency Violation MCLG MCL MAX. 
VALUE 

RANGE Major Source 

Filter 
Turbidity 

Continuous NO N/A TT .05 NTU 0 - .30 NTU Soil Runoff and 
Treatment Process 

Total Coliform 
Bacteria 

Weekly NO 0 <5% N/A 0.0% Naturally present 
in environment 

 
Inorganic Frequency Violation MCLG MCL MAX. 

VALUE 
RANGE Major Source 

Fluoride (mg/L) Daily NO 4 4 0.91 0.30 - 0.91 Water 
Additive 

Nitrate (mg/L) Quarterly NO 10 10 .075    ND  - .075 
 

Nitrite (mg/L) Quarterly NO 1 1 .009   I ND  - .009 I 

Runoff From 
fertilizer use; 
Leaching from 
septic tanks; 
erosion of natural 
deposites. 

Sodium 
(mg/L) 

Quarterly NO N/A 160 47.5 41.0 - 47.5 Saltwater 
Intrusion, leaching 
from soil 

 
Stage One Disinfectant/Disinfection By-Product Parameters 

 Frequency Violation MCLG MCL MAX. 
VALUE 

RANGE MAJOR 
SOURCE 

Chloramines 
(mg/L) 

Daily No 4* 4** 5.7 3.6 - 5.7 Water additive to 
control microbes 

Haloacetic 
Acids (ug/L) 

Quarterly NO N/A 60   ug/L 6.13 1.50 - 10.0 

Total 
Trihalomethanes 
(ug/L) 

Quarterly NO N/A 80   ug/L 9.81 4.03-9.81 

 
By-Product of 
drinking water 
disinfection 

Total Organic 
Carbon Ratio % 

Monthly NO N/A TT 2.30% 1.80 - 2.30% Naturally present 
in the environment 

 
Lead and 
Copper (2004) 

Frequency Violation MCLG MCL MAX. 
VALUE 

RANGE Major Source 

Lead (mg/L) 1/3rd  year NO .015 .015 .002 Lead Action 
Level: .015 

mg/L 
Copper (mg/L) 1/3rd year NO 1.0 1.0 .073 Copper Action 

Level:  1.3 mg/L 

Corrosion of 
household 
plumbing systems, 
erosion of natural 
deposites. 

 
 

Additional Water Quality Information 
 Additional Parameters MCL Average Range 

Sulfate 250 151 ND – 252 
Zinc 5000 0.39 ND – 1.07 
Color 15 2.39 ND – 5 
pH ( Units) 6.5 – 8.5 7.84 7.63 – 8.18 
Total Dissolved Solids 500 335 236 – 472 
Chloride 250 28.7 26.4 – 31.9 
Fluoride 2 0.79 0.30 – 0.91 
Total Hardness NR 157 103 – 244 
Total Alkalinity NR 59.12 42 – 80 
Foaming Agents 500 0.12 .039 - .364 
Iron 300 ND ND 
Odor 3 0.35 ND – 2 

The accompanying table lists additional 
regulated and non-regulated parameters. 
The MCLs listed in this table were established 
for aesthetic related purposes and not for 
health reasons. Note that all average values are 
below the MCLs. 
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DEFINITIONS 
1.  Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected 

risk to health. MCLG’s allow for a margin of Safety. 
2.  Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set as close to 

the MCLG’s as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
3.  Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.  Total Organic Carbon 

removal greater than 1.0% must be achieved for compliance. 
4.  Action Level (AL):  The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water 

system must follow. 
5.  Filter Turbidity (NTU): Filter turbidity or water clarity has no health effects.  However, turbidity can interfere with disinfection and 

provide a medium for microbial growth.  Turbidity may indicate the presence of disease causing organisms. These organisms include 
bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can cause symptoms such as nausea, cramps, diarrhea, and associated headaches. NTU’s are 
Nephelometric Turbidity Units. 

6.   Total Trihalomethanes:  Disinfection by-products expressed as the sum of chloroform, dibromochloromethane, bromodichloromethane 
and tribromomethane. 

7.   Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG:  The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not        reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 

8.   Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL:  The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is convincing 
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

9.  Not Detected (ND): indicates no substance found by laboratory analysis. 
10. ug/L:   Micrograms per liter or Part per Billion 
11. mg/L:  Milligrams per liter or Parts per Million 
12. NR:   Not Regulated 
13. I = Reported value is between the laboratory Minimum Detection Limit and the PQL. (PQL = 4 X MDL) 
14. * = This value is a MRDLG (See definition) 
15. ** = This value is a MRDL (See definition) 
 
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
(A)  Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural 

livestock operations and wildlife. 
(B)  Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or 

domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining and farming. 
(C)  Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff and residential uses. 
(D)  Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and 

petroleum production. Can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff and septic systems. 
(E)  Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 
 
Additional Data:
 
In 2004 a Lead and Copper study was performed on samples from households in Bradenton. The 90th percentile value for lead is 2 ppb. The 
Action Level for lead is 15 ppb. The 90th percentile value for copper is 0.073 ppm. The Action Level is 1.3 ppm. No Lead or Copper samples 
exceeded the Action Levels. The 90th percentile value is the value which 90 percent of the samples fall below.  Also Unregulated 
Contaminant Monitoring was performed during the 4th quarter 2005 monitoring period. No contaminants in this monitoring program were 
detected. Questions regarding the results can be acquired by contacting Cynthia W. Martin, Laboratory Supervisor at 727-6363. 
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