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 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
April 25, 2007 

 
The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old 
Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on April 25, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Vice Mayor and Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilwoman Ward II 
Marianne Barnebey; Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and 
Councilman Ward V James T. Golden. 
 
City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer; John Cumming, Public Works Director; William 
Lisch, City Attorney; Mark Souders, Fire Chief; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Tim Polk, Department 
of Planning and Community Development Director; Staci Cross, Information Technology Director, and 
Carolyn Moore, Human Resources Director. 
 
Press: The Herald and the Herald-Tribune. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 
 
Ecumenical invocation was led by Councilman Golden. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
National Arbor Day Proclamation – April 27, 2007 
 
Mr. Callahan administered the oath to any individuals who wished to speak on any non-agenda items 
and during the public hearings. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS – No one came forward. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 
Vice Mayor/Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I:  
 
Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo reported that this year marked the 50th anniversary of the Manatee 
County High School graduating Class of 57. He introduced Dr. Terry Christy, a long time friend, fellow 
graduate and distinguished Councilman of Dalton, Georgia. 
 
Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo and Dr. Christy displayed and presented a print of the Old Train 
Depot now known as The Eye Depot to the City of Bradenton. 
 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II:  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey invited everyone to attend the free Manatee High School Orchestra Spring 
Concert on Thursday, April 26, 2007 in the Davis Building Auditorium. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey asked Mr. Lisch for an update regarding the Manatee County Doggie Dining 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Lisch stated that a councilmember from one of the island cities had voiced an objection against 
making the ordinance county-wide. The county had then revised the ordinance to covert the 
unincorporated area of the county only. Mr. Lisch stated he approached the county to see if the City of 
Bradenton could be included in their ordinance and the county said not unless all the cities consented 
together.  
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Mr. Lisch asked the council if they wished to wait to see what happened with the county ordinance or if 
they would like to create a city ordinance.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that if the city adopted an ordinance, then the burden would be on the 
city to enforce it. She stated that the city was under the jurisdiction of the county’s animal control 
ordinance and that this issue should be a part of that ordinance.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that the city was comfortable adopting the county’s ordinance and, was  
no different than any other county ordinance that had a clause which gave cities the option to opt out.   
 
Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo stated that he had attended the Council of Governments meeting at 
which this issue had been discussed. He stated a mayor from one of the island communities had felt it 
was an infringement on his city’s jurisdiction.   
 
General discussion that the county was going to do, its own ordinance and nothing could be done to 
change the decision. No further discussion followed. 
 
Councilwoman Barnebey asked Mr. Lisch if he would give an overview of the billboard settlement 
agreement. 
 
Mr. Lisch stated that the federal government had found that it was unconstitutional to treat one sign 
differently than another, and, it was determined that the city’s ordinance was unconstitutional for that 
reason. He stated that the city was facing installation of numerous signs in very bad locations and, 
therefore, in litigation it had been agreed to allow a total of four signs at very specific locations within 
the city limits. He stated that these signs were very large signs of 14 feet x 48 feet, and they were 
subject to other city regulations. He stated that should the signs be destroyed, they could never be 
rebuilt.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that at the last Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) meeting 
there had been a difference of opinion, between Manatee County and Sarasota County. She stated 
Manatee County, wished to enter into Joint Planning Agreements and be advanced monies for some of 
the state road improvements to be paid back by a specific period of time. She stated Sarasota County 
did not want to enter into this type of agreement and wanted to wait until it had the MPO monies in 
place. She stated Sarasota County believed that Manatee County’s option, would put Manatee County 
projects ahead of Sarasota County projects.  
 
Councilwoman Barnebey stated that, as the MPO representative, she wanted everyone to know that a 
comment had been made that should this “rift” continue, then Manatee County would possibly join a 
different MPO.     
 
Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III:  
 
Councilman Roff stated that on Friday, April 27th at 1:00 p.m. Tree City USA would be celebrating 
National Arbor Day at the Memorial Circle on the Riverpark waterfront.  
 
Councilman Roff thanked the police department for their support and quick actions in catching the 
perpetrators who had committed numerous burglaries in the Wares Creek area. 
 
Councilman Roff stated that ArtCenter of Manatee had hosted the Manatee County Chamber of 
Commerce “After Hours “Mingle” which had been very successful and had good attendance. He invited 
everyone to come and see the new makeover of the ArtCenter, formerly, the Art League of Manatee.  
 
Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Nothing to report. 
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Councilman James Golden, Ward V: Thanked everyone for their support in the commitment to attend 
the Affordable Housing workshop on May 30th in the Council Chamber from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. He 
stated that the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) would be sponsoring a workshop 
on May 7-8, 2007 in Tampa to provide a general overview of the federal programs available to assist the 
local communities.  
 
Councilman Golden thanked Tim McCann, Claude Tankersley and Sherod Halliburton for helping to 
organize the 10th Avenue Drainage Project’s groundbreaking ceremony at Roger’s Memorial United 
Methodist Church Thursday, April 26, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Mayor Wayne Poston:  
 
Mayor Poston asked Mike Kennedy, Downtown Development Authority Executive Director, to come 
forward to address the disbanding of the Bradenton Downtown Progress (BDP) organization. 
 
Mike Kennedy addressed the concerns about the dissolution of the BDP and stated that the DDA had 
been very supportive over the past three years and had assisted the group with a $23,000 investment. 
He stated that the City of Bradenton staff had also been very supportive.  
 
He stated that there was discussion about the future formation of a non-profit organization composed of 
various local groups to work on promoting the downtown area. Potential members include the 
Downtown Redevelopment Committee of the Manatee County Chamber of Commerce with some of the 
former BDP members, the Old Main Street Merchants Association, Manatee Riverwalk and others. He 
stated he would continue to report to Council of any updates. 
 
Councilman Smith stated that this issue had been discussed four years ago and was now coming to 
ahead. 
 
Mayor Poston reminded everyone that the Hernando de Soto Heritage Festival Grand Parade, would be 
held on Saturday, April 28, 2007.  
 
Mayor Poston announced that Law Enforcement Memorial Week would be celebrated in May with a 
special worship service to be held on May 20th, at Ward Temple AME Church at 11:00 a.m  to observe 
Enforcement Appreciation Day. 
 
Mayor Poston referred to the Legislative Sessions going on and stated that Governor Crist released a 
plan this afternoon to include a tax roll back for the first year, doubling the homestead exemption the 
second year, with a 25% tax reduction the third year for first time homebuyers, exempting the first 
$20,000 for businesses, tangible and personal property tax. Mayor Poston stated that after speaking to 
eight legislators none of them had any idea where this was going. 
 
Mayor Poston stated the worst-case scenario would be that the conference committees would break up 
and the Speaker of the House and Senate President would negotiate a plan. Mayor Poston stated that 
this was what he thought would happen with a potential for a special session to be held after this 
current legislative session. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
a) Approval of Minutes for April 11, 2007. 
 
b) Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Policy Plan Approval. 
 
c) Resolution 07-22 - Amending the Personnel Rules and Regulations. 
 
d) Forfeiture Fund Usage for Training Mats. 
 
e) Resolution 07-24 Appointing James Boyd to the Downtown Development Authority Board. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE the Consent Agenda with the April 11, 2007 Council minutes, the EEO 
Plan Approval, Resolution 07-22, Forfeiture Fund Usage and Resolution 07-24 was made by Vice 
Mayor and Councilman Gallo seconded by Councilwoman Barnebey and carried 5-0 for approval.  
 
BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
FIRST READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2862  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
FOR THE CITY OF BRADENTON, FLORIDA, BY ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 54-10 PROHIBITING 
PUBLIC URINATION OR DEFECATION; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Mr. Lisch stated that “exceptions” would mean a child under the age of 11 years and disabled persons 
under a guardian or parents care. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the first reading and set the second reading and public hearing of 
proposed Ordinance 2862 for May 9, 2007 was made by Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo 
seconded by Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
FIRST READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2863 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2627, CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
BRADENTON, FLORIDA BY A LAND USE ATLAS AMENDMENT TO CHANGE THE DESIGNATION 
FROM R-1B, C-1A, C-1, PDP TO PDP FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1203 MANATEE AVENUE 
EAST AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED. 
 
Ruth Seewer stated that this was only a first reading and that all the Riviera Southshore project issues 
would be addressed at the May 9, 2007 meeting.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE the first reading and set the second reading and public hearing of 
proposed Ordinance 2863 for May 9, 2007 was made by Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo 
seconded by Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL 
 
Carl Callahan 
 
REQUEST for a Triathlon event on May 6, 2007 
 
Mr. Callahan gave a brief overview of the event requirements and requested that the applicant meet with 
the Manatee County Sheriffs Office, and other agencies to make sure that all requirements had been 
met. He stated that with this event approval was the request to have the staging area at the Riverfront 
Holiday Inn.  
 
T. J. Cesarz, local race director for Tri One O One,  gave an overview of the history from last year to 
present regarding the plans for this event. He stated a Tri One O One series consisted of a swim, bike 
race and run race in that order. He stated he expected approximately 200-237 athletes for the event.  
 
Mr. Cesarz stated that he had met with numerous city and county staff to discuss the plans and routes.  
 
Mr. Callahan stated that there had been numerous calls from local businesses that would like to see the 
event happen for financial reasons and for this reason recommended approval of the request. He stated 
that staff would be monitoring this event closely for any future events knowing that we would hear back 
from the community with both positive and negative feedback.  
 
General discussion: The description of the triathlon process, to contact those who would be affected by 
the route, hearing from the economical communities as well as the inconveniences the communities 
would experience.    
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MOTION TO APPROVE the Triathlon One O One event as recommended by Carl Callahan was 
made by Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo seconded by Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for 
approval. 
 
Bid Recommendation for Elevated Tank No. 6  
 
Mr. Callahan stated that this project was for the 48th Street Court East water tank and that Jones 
Edmunds and Associates (JEA) recommended the bid award to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. at a cost of 
$1,937,702.  
 
Mr. Callahan stated that this project would be paid for by the annual water sewer revenues.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE BID RECOMMENDATION AWARD as recommended by JEA for the 48th 
Street water tank to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. at a cost of $1,937,702 was made by Councilman Roff 
seconded by Councilman Golden and carried 5-0 for approval.  
 
Plaza del Rio Lease Amendment Agreement  
  
Mr. Callahan gave a brief overview of the ground lease between Plaza del Rio and the City of Bradenton 
with a request to refinance the lease with terms contingent for receiving all rents currently due. He 
stated he recently received a check with another due very soon.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE authorization for Mayor Poston and Carl Callahan to execute the Plaza del 
Rio Lease Amendment Agreement was made by Councilman Roff seconded by Councilman Golden 
and carried 5-0 for approval. 
 
Tim Polk 
 
Housing Assistance Annual Plan Public Notice 
 
Mr. Callahan read the following Public Notice: 
 
Notice is hereby given that the City of Bradenton Housing & Community Development Division has 
developed its Annual PHA (Public Housing Agency) Plan for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2007. 
The proposed Agency Plan will be available for public review at the following locations during regular 
business hours: 
 

• Planning & Community Development Office,101 12th Street West Bradenton, FL 34205  
• Bradenton City Hall City Clerk’s Office, 101 12th Street West Bradenton, FL 34205 
• Housing & Community Development Division Office 912 7th Avenue East, Bradenton, FL 34208  
• Manatee County Library,1301 Barcarrota Boulevard Bradenton, Florida 34205 

 
A final Public Hearing to consider oral and written comments on the Agency Plan will be held with the 
Mayor and City Council acting as the Section 8 Housing Agency Board on Wednesday June 27, 2007 at 
6:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber located at 101 Old Main Street Bradenton, Florida 34205. In 
addition, the City Council will adopt appropriate resolutions associated with the plan and will authorize 
filing with the Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) by   July 9, 2007. Any public 
comments will become a part of the plan and mailed to HUD. For any questions or comments, please 
contact Willie Calhoun, Housing Supervisor at 941-932-9607 or willie.calhoun@cityofbradenton.com. 
 
City of Bradenton, 
Wayne Poston, Mayor 
Timothy Polk, Director of Planning & Community Development  
Publish dates: April 24, 25, & 26, 2007      
 
NO ACTION WAS TAKEN. 
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DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Carl Callahan:  
 
REQUEST FOR A BUDGET ADJUSTMENT to move Jake Zaagman’s salary from the Information 
Technology Department budget to the Bradenton Police Department budget.  
 
No discussion followed. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR A BUDGET ADJUSTMENT was made by Vice Mayor and 
Councilman Gallo seconded by Councilman Smith and carried 5-0 for approval.  
 
Deputy Chief Edwards: Nothing to report. 
 
Staci Cross: Reported that the web servers were still unavailable due to a hardware problem in the 
firewall which would be replaced tomorrow.  
 
Ms. Cross stated that in the next few weeks a new exchange server would be installed which would 
affect everyone’s email and calendar.  
 
Ms. Cross stated that all of the Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) battery backups in the computer 
room would be replaced Friday. 
 
Ms. Cross stated that the Bradenton Police Department would soon be completely on their own network 
which was a requirement of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE). 
 
Ms. Cross stated that everyone would be on the new Citrix farm by the end of this month. 
 
Lengthy discussion regarding the city’s phone system and the frustration caused by the options given 
should the receptionist not answer the phone and have the call go into the automatic answering system. 
 
Ms. Cross stated she would review the “Call Tree” to find a way to shorten the phone message and she 
would look into the water payment limitations on the web.  
 
Chief Radzilowski: Invited Mayor Poston and the Council to a cookout that was being held for the 
police officers in the Sally Port on the south side of the police department prior to the Heritage Festival 
Parade.  
 
Carolyn Moore: Reminded everyone to pick up some tickets, as they were going quickly, for the City of 
Bradenton Day with the Devil Rays at Tropicana Field on May 19, 2007. 
 
John Cumming: Reported that the old cast iron water main pipe system was in need of replacement. 
He stated that there would be no digging, a new method employed whereby, a mechanism is inserted to 
expand the old pipe causing it to burst, then, a new plastic pipe is pulled through and services are 
reconnecting. He stated this project would begin in the downtown areas on Second, Third, and Fourth 
Avenues along 10th Street. The remainder of the downtown area would be completed around mid-May of 
this year.  
 
Vice Mayor and Councilman Gallo asked Mr. Cumming for an update on the Verizon installation. 
 
Mr. Cumming stated that Verizon was asking for more permits to move into the River Isles and Village 
Green areas. He stated that they have not yet completed restoration from 14th Street to 1st Street to 27th 

Street. He stated that before any more permits would be issued, the department wanted to make sure 
that the torn up areas with pot holes in the asphalt and yards, along with sod restoration and general 
clean up was to the department’s satisfaction.  
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Mr. Callahan stated that he received a legislative alert today stating that the legislative officials would be 
addressing the cable bill issue on a statewide basis and, for the most part, all the decisions the city was 
trying to make regarding permit ability would be preempted by the state. He stated that the Florida 
League of Cities had stated that this was a very bad bill for cities and counties.  
 
General discussion: The legislative bill problems and sponsorship by our senator on this bill.  
 
Mr. Callahan reported that the estimated 5 cent gas tax revenue from the county had not transpired, 
and that this year the city would be receiving only half of the money that had been estimated. It was 
anticipated to increase next year. He asked that John Cumming closely watch the spending in 
resurfacing roads. 
 
Tim Polk: Nothing to report. 
 
Bill Lisch: Nothing to report. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record. An audio CD or video tape recording of the meeting is available 
upon request. 


