
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
January 12, 2011 

 

The City of Bradenton City Council met in regular session in the City Hall Council Chamber, 101 Old 
Main Street, Bradenton, Florida on January 12, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Present: Mayor Wayne Poston; Councilman Ward I Gene Gallo; Councilwoman Ward II Marianne 

Barnebey; Councilman Ward III Patrick Roff; Councilman Ward IV Bemis Smith and Vice Mayor and 
Councilman Ward V Harold E. Byrd, Jr. 

 

City Officials: Carl Callahan, City Clerk and Treasurer/Chief of Staff; Claude Tankersley, Public 
Works Director; William Lisch, City Attorney; Michael Radzilowski, Police Chief; Tim Polk, 

Department of Planning and Community Development Director; Staci Cross, Information 
Technology Director, and Carolyn Moore, Human Resources Director. 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Poston. 

Ecumenical invocation was led by Pastor Don Sturiano, Kingdom Life Christian Church. 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Poston. 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF FIRE CHIEF MARK L. SOUDERS 
January 5, 2011  

 

PROCLAMATIONS 

 
FLORIDA ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION – JANUARY 21, 2011 

 
Ingrid McClellan, Keep Manatee Beautiful Executive Director, distributed flyers about the Arbor 

Day Celebration to be held on January 21, 2011. She accepted the Arbor Day Proclamation. 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

No one came forward. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
a) Minutes of December 15, 2010. 

b) Resolution 11-01/ Mileage Reimbursement Rate. 

c) Resolution 11-02/ Reappointment of Tom Vorpahl and John Hawkins to the Merit Board. 
d) Resolution 11-03/ Reappointment of Jerry Koontz, Mark Hegedus and J.J. Lewis to 

Enterprise Board. 
e) Resolution 11-04/ Reappointment of J.B. Taylor to the Architectural Review Board. 

f) Resolution 11-05/ State Revolving Fund Loan Program Application. 
g) Elevated Water Tank Management and Maintenance Contract. 

h) Public Event - Pirates Fest, Sunday, March 6, 2011McKechnie Field – 9th Street West. 
i) Vehicle for Hire – AAA Medical Transport Services, Inc.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA Items a – i was made by 
Councilman Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor and Councilman Byrd and 

passed 5-0 for approval. 
 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING, PETITIONS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Nothing had been presented. 
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NEW BUSINESS BY DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNCIL 

 
MOTION TO NOMINATE COUNCILMAN PATRICK ROFF TO SERVE AS VICE MAYOR FOR 

calendar year 2011 was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman 
Barnebey and passed 5-0 for approval. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
Councilman Gene Gallo, Ward I: Stated he would miss Mark very much and that it had been a 

great privilege to work with him. 
 

Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey, Ward II: Stated she, too, would miss Mark.  
 

Councilwoman Barnebey announced that the Manatee County Library was seeking people who 
would be willing to take a survey on current library services or services which they would like to 

see offered. This survey could be picked up at any library or on-line through Manatee County’s 

website. 

 

Councilwoman Barnebey announced that on Saturday, January 22, there would be a 

pharmaceutical take-back program for unused or expired drugs. The drugs could be dropped off at 
any Publix Super Market or at the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office on Ninth Street.  

 

Councilman Patrick Roff, Ward III: Thanked the personnel of the City of Bradenton Fire and 
Police Departments for everything they did to create a fitting and honorable funeral service for 

Mark. 
 

Councilman Roff announced he had picked up a Florida travel magazine and was pleased to see 

articles about Longboat Key, Anna Maria Island and also Bradenton’s very own Old Main Street.  

 

Councilman Roff announced on Friday, January 14th he and Manatee County Commissioner John 
Chappie, would be attending, the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Ft. Hamer Rowing Practice Run 

Facility, designed to host top-notch college rowing teams from around the nation.  

 

Councilman Bemis Smith, Ward IV: Stated he was proud of the way the fire department had 

handled Mark’s departure and of the community’s outpouring of support. He stated Mark would 
have been proud of the way the department had taken over under the terrible circumstances. The 

professionalism, organization, and competence they all had displayed was a reflection of how well 
Mark had selected and trained his personnel.   

 

Councilman Smith referred to the new rowing facility and stated the city had developed a 

worldwide reputation as a sport-oriented community. The combination of quality training, great 
weather, and proximity to metropolitan areas as well as beautiful beaches makes our area ideal.  

 

Vice Mayor and Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr., Ward V: Stated this past weekend had been a 
time to reflect on life as he had attended three different funerals and suffered the losses alongside 

each of the families. 

 

Mayor Wayne Poston: Stated that the past four days had been very challenging, but everything 

had been pulled off the way Mark would have wanted it.  
 

Mayor Poston thanked Pastor Don Sturiano, Chaplain of the Bradenton Police Department, for 

being the rock that had held many together. He thanked Ron Dorsey, the Manatee County Honor 
Guard Commander, for stepping in and doing a wonderful job. He thanked Larry Leinhauser, 

Manatee County Public Safety Information Officer, who, along with EMS, had been invaluable. 
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Mayor Poston stated he would be remiss in trying to name all those who had helped with all of the 

arrangements, but he wanted to especially thank Rebecca Pilsbury, of the Fire Department, who 
had worked very closely with Mark, for the work she had done under great strain. He thanked 

Deputy Fire Chief Edwards and Deputy Fire Chief Ezell who had immediately stepped up and 
did what Mark would have expected them to do. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

Carl Callahan: Requested permission to continue the January 5th work session immediately after 

the Council meeting adjourned, as the work session had been abruptly ended when word had been 
received about Mark’s death.  

 
Mr. Callahan announced that METV had graciously videotaped Mark’s funeral procession and 

service at the Manatee Civic Center. He stated a schedule had been posted on the city’s website of 
when the video would be shown. He stated METV had also provided DVD’s of the service for those 

who would like a copy.   
 

The vacant chair of Mark Souders was noted by Mayor Poston as he requested department head 

reports. The thoughts of all present were that the Chief will be gone, but not forgotten. 
 

Staci Cross: Nothing to report. 
 

Chief Radzilowski: Due to the recent tragic shootings in Tucson, Arizona, and because of his past 
affiliation with the FBI in Washington, D.C., he had been asked by Congressman Vern Buchanan to 

conduct a course on personal protection for Congressman Buchanan’s employees.  
 

Chief Radzilowski stated he would be glad to also share this training course with city employees or 

council members. 
 

Claude Tankersley: Nothing to report. 
 

Tim Polk: Nothing to report. 
 

Bill Lisch: Nothing to report. 
 

Carolyn Moore: Nothing to report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

There being no further business, Mayor Poston adjourned the meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

NOTE:  This is not a verbatim record. An audio CD or DVD recording of the meeting is available for 
a fee upon request. 


